Blackfriars/Broughton Community Committee - 29th July, 2003


BLACKFRIARS/BROUGHTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

The Friars Primary School, Cannon Street


29th July, 2003


Meeting commenced: 
7.00 p.m.

                "     ended: 9.20 p.m.


PRESENT:
Edna Marsland - in the Chair




Councillors J. King, J. Merry, B. P. Murphy and B Wallsworth


A. McCormick- Albert Park Tenants’ Association





Jean Sherlicker - Cliffside Residents’ Association


Elsie Fox           Blackfriars Tenants’ 



Peter Ball
    Association


David Nicholas      
Hill Street Residents’ 



Carole Sumner     
Association


Joan Bowen– The Broughton Trust



Boniface Iriaka 



Stephen Owen




Anne Marie Humphreys 



Elsie Staunton

Local 


Ena Shepherd

Residents


Osakwe Max 



N. Kason




Dave Fraser 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




Bill Taylor - Area Co-ordinator




Angela Every - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator



Andrea Parkinson - Community Development Worker 



Charlotte Dale – Committee Services Assistant

15.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor J Murphy and Christine Brett, Sergeant Peter Clarke, Chris Furse, Beryl Hawke, Gwyneth Main, Neil Mawson, Jane Murphy, Gary Marks, David Moore, Sara Noona, Irene Peel, James & Linda Sheldon and Janet Thompson.

16.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 11th June, 2003 be approved as a correct record. 

17. MATTERS ARISING
The Chair (a) welcomed Andrea Parkinson to the meeting and congratulated her on her new permanent position as Community Development Worker for Blackfriars and Broughton, and (b) reported that the Blackfriars & Broughton Bugle was ready for printing but would not contain details of funding application criteria, as indicated at the last meeting, as this would instead be detailed on Funding Application Forms.

RESOLVED THAT the information be noted.
18.
IDENTIFYING COMMUNITY ISSUES


Members of the Committee were invited to take a fifteen-minute refreshment break to consider what items should be on the agenda for the next three meetings. Angela Every indicated that the suggestions would be collated and distributed with the next agenda.

19.
HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL FUND

Bill Taylor outlined his modernising role within the Development Services Directorate and reported that (a) the outcome of the Housing Market Renewal Funding bid would not be known until late September but that initial indications were positive; (b) in order to make improvements as quickly as possible, and in anticipation of a successful bid, the recruitment process for appropriate officers had already begun; and (c) it was a requirement of the funding application that any funding granted be used to improve private housing stock only.

Members raised the following concerns:

· the lack of funding for Council housing

· the social divide between private and Council tenants on many estates

· the high level of new private development

· the increase in car crime as a result of new private development due to the associated influx of cars.

Bill Taylor reminded the Committee that other funding was available for Council housing stock such as the H.I.P. allocation.

Councillor Merry indicated that (a) large quantities of private housing stock were in desperate need of renovation and would benefit greatly from any funding received; (b) part of the funding could be used to introduce a licensing and accreditation system which would help eliminate the more ruthless practices of private landlords; (c) new private development brought much needed revenue into the city which helped improve council services; and (d) more needed to be done to cut down on crime.

Councillor B.P. Murphy reminded the Committee that the telephone numbers for Park Lane Police Station were: 0161 856 5127 / 5128 / 5129.

Angela Every indicated that an article dedicated to crime issues would be featured in the next issue of the Blackfriars & Broughton Bugle. 

RESOLVED THAT the information be noted.
20.
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


The following general issues were raised by members of the Committee in relation to Development Services:

· vandalism at Calderwood Community Centre and the urgent need for demolition

· problems with waste land close to Chapel Street, on the border between Salford and Manchester

· rumours that streets on the west side of Bury New Road had been earmarked for demolition

· concern that Victorian terrace housing on Great Cheetham Street had been boarded up in preparation for demolition.


Councillor B.P. Murphy reported that there were no plans to demolish housing on the west side of Bury New Road. 

Councillor Merry indicated that Portico, owners of the Victorian terrace housing on Great Cheetham Street, had been approached by developers interested in renovating the buildings.

RESOLVED THAT the information be noted.
21. G.C.S.E. ATTAINMENT

Bill Taylor reported that 2.5 million was in the budget to help achieve key stage four attainment targets and that initiatives were underway as part of the Education Development Plan for:

· improving schools

· introducing mentors for pupils with specific difficulties

· giving targeted help to poorly performing groups.

RESOLVED THAT the report be noted.
22.
WALKABOUTS UPDATE


Angela Every indicated that (a) a task list had been compiled as a result of the walkabouts; (b) officers had begun to take action regarding these matters; (c) significant work had taken place in the Lower Broughton Road and Ascension Road area with respect to fly tipping; and (d) a number of projects for completion by Groundwork Trusts had been identified.


The following issues were raised by the Committee:

· the need to ensure that overhanging vegetation blocking pathways was cut back

· the importance of visually improving local areas 

· the health and safety implications of poorly maintained fencing at the Rugby Club on Great Clowes Street.


RESOLVED THAT the issues raised be noted.
23.
FUNDING PANEL MEMBERSHIP AND DECISIONS

Bill Taylor reported that the correct procedure for electing Funding Panel members had not been followed at the last meeting of the Community Committee and that the issue would be resolved at the next meeting.


RESOLVED THAT: the decisions made by the Community Funding Panel on 8th July, 2003 be endorsed.

24. GENERAL ISSUES

Updates were given on the following:

· Unitary Development Plan

· Space Project on Dudley Street and vandalism in the area

The following concerns were raised:

· the need to ensure that names were not passed to the Media as a consequence of discussions held by the Community Committee

· changes in the use of the former St Georges Nursing Home and Priory Grove building had taken place without local consultation and had resulted in an increase in crime 

· the absence of police representation at the meeting

· feeding of pigeons on Great Cheetham Street 

· delays in the re-surfacing of Cliff Avenue.

The following was noted in response to these concerns:

· ‘change of use’ was very broad in planning terms

· Angela Every would follow up a specific crime incident in consultation with the Police

· Environmental Services would follow up allegations of pigeon feeding on Great Cheetham Street

· mistakes had been made in relation to Cliff Avenue but it was expected that the re-surfacing would be completed shortly.

The following items were reported for information only:

· Forum for a Better Broughton Barbeque – 13th August, 2003 from 12.30 p.m. onwards at St Bonifaces Social Club

· Forum for a Better Broughton meeting with the Police Authority – 18th September, 2003 at St Bonifaces Social Club.

· Broughton and Blackfriars Play Development Project – Fun Day and Festival at Albert Park on Saturday 9th August, 2003 from 12.00 noon until 4.00 p.m.

RESOLVED THAT (a) the information be noted and (b) Albert Park Residents’ Association display boards at the next Community Committee Meeting highlighting the feedback they have received from consultation exercises.

25.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting would be held on 24th September, 2003, commencing at 7.00 p.m. at a venue to be arranged.

