Update on Allocations of funding to the Blackfriars, Broughton Community Committee 

Report to Community Committee, September 25th 2002.

Background.

The Funding Panel of the Community Committee has been in operation since 1996, overseeing firstly the allocation of the Community Initiatives Fund for the Cheetham Broughton SRB Programme and then the allocation of council funding allocated through the Devolved Budget. The Panel is elected by the Community Committee at the AGM and is made up of the Chair and Deputy Chair, together with 3 members of Community Committee. The Panel is advised by the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator and the Committee Clerk. 

There has been an increase in the funding made available to all Community Committees by the City Council over the past year and this trend is continuing. At the start of this financial year the Community Committee received an allocation of £17,637.00 from Devolved Budget from the City Council budget to support actions shown within the Community Action Plan.

Further to that Devolved Budget funding, the Education & Leisure Directorate has recently also allocated funding to Community Committees for local decision-making. This funding is for 2 purposes:

· to support work with children and young people (The Youth Action Key Fund). 

· to enable the use of schools by the community groups (The Community Use of Schools Budget)
Youth Action Key Fund.
The Education & Leisure Directorate has combined 3 separate pots of funding from the government into one fund to support work with young people. In total, this combined fund will bring £32,286.00 to be allocated by the Community Committee on the advice of the Funding Panel. The funds come from Single Regeneration Budget Round 5, the Children’s Fund and ‘Connexions’. The respective contributions are shown in Appendix 1.

Applications for funding from the Youth Action Key Fund are to be made using the same application form currently in use for the Devolved Budget. Projects will have to provide monitoring information on their work and guidelines on that process are being drawn up to advise groups or projects bidding for funding. The fund will support work with children and young people under the age of 19.

Community Use of Schools.
Funding to extend the use of school premises has also been put forward for allocation by Community Committees by the Education & Leisure Directorate. The funds will enable school premises or facilities to be used by community groups or for activities for the benefit of communities. 

The main reason for this allocation of funding out to Community Committees is that the belief that decisions on how to support community activity are best taken within the community involved.

An initial allocation of £6663.00 has been made to the Community Committee from this fund, although the exact amount is being reviewed to ensure that the allocation takes into account existing usage, the number of children in the area and a weighting for deprivation. An analysis of the existing commitment made to Marlborough Road School and what this commitment purchases will be provided to the Funding Panel by the finance section of the Education & Leisure Directorate.

 Existing Funding: Community Initiatives Fund

An amount of at least £20,000 has been allocated from the Community Initiatives Fund in each of the past 6 years. As the Cheetham Broughton Single Regeneration Budget Programme ends in March 2003, this is the last year of the fund. 

Total Allocation of Funding

	Funding Source
	Amount allocated

2002/03
	Comments

	Devolved Budget


	£20,663


	· includes £3,026 carried forward from 2001/02

· similar allocation anticipated for 2003/04

	Community Initiatives Fund


	£20,000


	· only applies to SRB 2 programme area

· funding runs out in March 2003

	Youth Action Key Fund
	£32,286
	· likely to continue for future years but amounts are uncertain

	Community Use of Schools
	£6,600 
	· figure under review, allocation likely to continue in the future

	TOTAL
	£79,549.00
	


Support for bidding organisations

Information on bidding for the funds shown above can be obtained from the Community Resource Centre. A Funding Surgery will be held at the Broughton Community Resource Centre on Wednesday 30th October.


Deadlines for bids

The next round of applications should be submitted for the Monday November 4th in time for presentation to the November meeting of the Funding Panel.

Recommendations.

1. That the Community Committee notes the allocation of funding through the Youth Action Key Fund and the Community Use of Schools Fund.

GKS

13th September 2002 

