BLACKFRIARS/BROUGHTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Calderwood Community Centre,

Bond Square, 
Higher Broughton.

29th November, 2001


Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
8.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor B.P. Murphy - in the Chair


Councillors Connor, Merry and J. Murphy

B. Howard
)


V. Pawson
) Devonshire Street


L. Knowles
)


M. Tibley


J. Heald - Albert Park Veterans 


K. Chung - Inglebury Place


D. Fraser - Lower Broughton Road


A. Dalton - Salford Urban Mission


V. Lavender - Salford Advertiser


A. Mistry 
) Mocha Parade Business Watch


K. Harrison 
)


J. Biggins 
)  


R. O’Rourke 
) Norton Street


T. Fannen
)


C. Clark
)


C. Breen

) 


G. Geoghegan
) Gainsborough Street


C. O’Donoghue
)


D. Nicholas - Hill Street


J. Thompson
) TETRA 


L. Malius
)


H. Kavanagh - Kimberley Street


G. Raja - Bristol Street


J. Williams - The Broughton Trust


L. Mulrooney - Coburg Avenue


R. Marshall - Broughton C of E Team


J. Sheldon 
) Heaton Street 


L. Sheldon 
)


L. Kesajos 
) Salford Action Team


P. Adams
)


J. Mertal 
) Kimberley Street


N. Mertal
)


I. McDonald 
) 


A. Moore
) Symons Street


S. Wells
)


N. Fitzgerald
)


F. Ehsan
)


Y. Nasir 
)


Z. Mamood
) Great Cheetham Street East


R. Naseer
)


C. Brett - HPHG


J. Holt 
) 


E. Holt 
) Devonshire Street


M. Patel
)


V. Wheeler - Buckfort Walk


I. Peel - ZSARA


G. Baybut - Tiny Tots


P. Koppenheim - Granville Avenue


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




H. Seaton - Area Co-ordinator




P. Baker 
)




P. Percival
) Development Services Directorate 




D. Evans
)




M. Relph - Corporate Services Directorate




G. Mark - Broughton and Blackfriars Play Development




P. Clark
) Greater Manchester Police




S. Gerrard 
)

37.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Hincks, King and Wallsworth and Reverend John Applegate and Keith Smithies.

38.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meetings held on 26th September, 2001, and 16th October, 2001, were approved as a correct record.

39.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

It was reported that the Talmud Torah Nursery/School/Club wished to seek membership of the Committee.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the Talmud Torah Nursery/School/Club becoming a member of the Committee.

40.
BROUGHTON/BLACKFRIARS AREA PLAN CONSULTATION

(Previous Minute 2 - 16th October, 2001)


The Director of Development Services submitted a report (a) summarising the consultation process undertaken on the area plan for Broughton/Blackfriars, (b) the responses received as a result of that process and (c) proposed changes to the area plan where necessary.  The Committee were reminded that at their meeting held on 31st July, 2001, they had resolved that a consultation exercise be undertaken on the plan and that a Community Workshop had been held on 6th October, 2001, as part of this process.  In addition to this there had also been the following consultation exercises:-

· a four page spread in the Salford Advertiser on 6th September, 2001 

· staffed displays at Salford Shopping City on 11th and 13th October, 2001 

· plan displays at public libraries and other community facilities within the Broughton/Blackfriars service delivery area up to and including 19th October, 2001 

· the staging of a Stakeholder Conference at the University of Salford on 19th October, 2001, where relevant organisations within Salford were also canvassed for their views

Reference was made to the fact that the City Council was currently working with Bovis/In Partnership to prepare regeneration proposals for Higher Broughton with Phase 1 concentrating on the erection of new private housing on the Northumberland playing fields, and replacement sport pitches being provided on the site of the existing terraced housing to the left of Tully Street.  It was asked whether local schools would be consulted regarding this proposal.  Harry Seaton replied that there would be extensive consultation on this proposal with all interested parties, including local schools.  Councillor John Merry commented that the proposal would not lead to a reduction in playing field facilities for the area, merely their relocation.  He added that any income the City Council received from the developers erecting the proposed private housing, would be used for initiatives in the Broughton and Blackfriars area.

Reference was made to the decline of the Norton Street area, and the problems of negative equity which was cause for concern for home owners.  Harry Seaton replied that the City Council were fully aware of such problems, the causes of which were numerous, and were looking at various options in conjunction with other agencies to ensure affordable housing choices, and improve the quality of life for local residents.  

A number of persons expressed concerns at the poor state of repair of the shops located on Great Cheetham Street East, many of which were derelict, and the negative impact it had on the remaining shops that were still occupied.  Councillor Bernard Murphy replied that he would speak to the persons raising the issue, following the meeting.

RESOLVED:
THAT the City Council’s Cabinet be recommended to adopt the changes proposed to the Broughton/Blackfriars area plan as detailed in the report now submitted.

41.
REGENERATION IN BROUGHTON - CONSULTATION PROCESS
The Area Co-ordinator submitted a report indicating that the following three separate, but complimentary reports from consultants in respect of regeneration in Higher Broughton, Lower Broughton and neighbourhood renewal assessment were substantially complete, and now needed to be the subject of extensive consultation with the local community:-

· Lower Broughton Land Assembly Study (undertaken by Taylor Young and Partners)

· Bovis/In-partnership Higher Broughton Regeneration 

· Renewal Area Assessment (undertaken by David Adamson and Partners)

The Area Co - Ordinator proposed that a special Community  Committee event should be held to provide a overview of the three separate regeneration proposals. This would give the community the opportunity to see the proposals for the whole of Higher and Lower Broughton, to share the overall vision, hear the recommendations for regeneration and see the links between the three programmes.  He suggesteded that such a special meeting should take place some time in January, 2002.  Following this special meeting there would then be a series of separate events, where the consultants concerned would hold drop-in sessions, at which they would be able to answer comments and queries received from the public.  Officers of the City Council would also be present at such events, and would be available to answer local residents’ questions.  A note of each consultation event would be recorded and reported back to the respective Partnerships, Community Committee and Cabinet, this information would then be fed into the master plan, before progressing to the implementation stage.  The report indicated that simultaneous discussions would also be required to formulate partnerships between the City Council and the North West Development Agency to agree the strategic vision, the potential for early progress together with the roles and responsibilities and funding options to get the various initiatives underway.  It was indicated this stage would take up to March, 2002, when there would be a period of more detailed consultation and negotiation with partners, owners and agencies to work up options with the relevant communities to develop regeneration proposals in each specific local area.  The report concluded by stating that it was envisaged that the implementation proposals would begin around June, 2002, with regular progress reports being submitted to the Community Committee. 

Members asked whether the holding of only one special Community Committee to consider the three separate regeneration proposals was sufficient.  Harry Seaton replied that the special Community Committee proposed for January was only one element of the extensive consultation process, and said that the community would be consulted at various stages between now and the start of the implementation process.  He added that the indicative master plan would also be open to consultation, and support by the local community via the Committee.  He, invited any suggestions from the community, as to additional elements to improve the proposed consultation process.

A number of members again raised concerns at the general decline of the Blackfriars/Broughton area and in particular the drop in the value of property prices.  Harry Seaton replied that the City Council recognised these concerns and were making every effort to revitalise the area, specifically by working with other agencies as outlined in the three proposals detailed in the report now submitted.  Councillor Joe Murphy replied that the revitalisation of the area was a large task which would take a long time, and there was no easy solution.  He added that the regeneration could only be implemented for the area as a whole, and not on a piecemeal basis, however, for it to be a success it needed to receive the support of the local community, together with their input being provided through the consultation exercise.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that the proposals for consultation as detailed therein be approved.

42.
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ORDERS
Sergeant Peter Clark informed the Committee of Anti-Social Behaviour Orders (ASBO’s) which had been taken out against Jason Cox, Craig Cox and Jamie Broughton, and which prevented them from entering certain parts of the Blackfriars/Broughton area.  Sergeant Clark thanked all those members of the local community who had assisted the police by providing evidence, which in turn had allowed for the orders to be taken out.  

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

43.
SALFORD JOB SHOP BUS

RESOLVED:
THAT consideration of this matter be deferred until the next meeting of the Committee to be held on 29th January, 2002.

44.
SALFORD ACTION TEAM

The Committee were provided with details of the Salford Action Team for Jobs, a new initiative aimed at improving unemployed persons finding employment.  It indicated that the Team, which was part of the Employment Service, operated in a number of areas in the City including Blackfriars and Broughton and provided the following constructive and practical advice:-

· creating links with employers

· the arrangement and payment for training that could lead to the improvement of prospects for finding employment

· the division of job grants to cover the extra costs involved when searching for, finding and starting employment

· the division of ongoing support before and after finding work

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

45.
REPORT FOR THE AREA CO-ORDINATOR

The Area Co-ordinator submitted a report containing issues relevant to the Blackfriars/Broughton area which had been raised by the Council during the period August to November, 2001.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

46.
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY FUNDING PANEL


The minutes of the meeting of the Community Funding Panel held on 6th November, 2001, were circulated.


RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the Blackfriars/Broughton Community Funding Panel of 6th November, 2001, and decisions taken therein be endorsed.

47.
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND COMMUNITY NEWS

(a)
Domestic Violence Free Phone Help Line

The Committee were informed of the recently introduced Domestic Violence Free Phone Help Line, which provided a confidential and anonymous advice and information service, and which operated from Monday to Friday between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m., and could be accessed by telephoning 0800 587 4761.


(b)
Closure of Broughton Community Learning Centre

The Committee received a report indicating that at the end of the academic year 2000/2001 the Broughton Community Learning Centre had closed.  The report indicated that the wide range of office skills and basic skills courses which were provided at the venue were now available at the Lower Kersal Activity Centre.  In addition, the college would continue to offer a number of general interest/non vocational courses at community locations in the Broughton area through LEA and Learning Skills Council funding.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(c)
Local Transport Group Meeting

The Committee received a report indicating that the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority (GMPTA) had set up local transport groups as part of its commitment ensuring that the people of Greater Manchester had a say in creating the best possible public transport system.  It was indicated that as part of this process regular local meetings were held in each of the ten districts to discuss a whole range of issues relating to public transport, and the ones for the Salford area would be held on the following dates at Swinton Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, commencing at 9.45 a.m.:-

· 19th March, 2002

· 23rd July, 2002

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that members seeking any further information contact the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority direct by telephoning 0161 234 3335/4011.

(d)
Chapel Street Project Office
The Committee were advised of the following new contact numbers with regard to the Chapel Street Project Office:-

· Telephone number 0161 778 0980

· Fax number 0161 839 5081

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(e)
The Angel Healthy Living Initiative
The Committee were informed that the Angel Healthy Living Initiative were holding an event to celebrate their first two years of operation which would be held at the Initiative Centre located at St. Philips Place, Chapel Street, Salford, on Friday, 7th December, 2001, between 1.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(f)
Voluntary and Community Sector Regional Consultation Exercise
Christine Brett informed the Committee of a conference which was aimed at improving the influence of Voluntary and Community Sector Groups on policies regarding sustainable development for the North West in the 21st Century.  The Committee were advised that the conference would take place at Bury Town Hall on Thursday, 6th December, 2001, between 10.30 a.m. and 3.30 p.m.  Christine Brett advised the Committee that places for the seminar were on a strictly limited basis, and anybody interested in attending should contact her direct as soon as possible.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

48.
PUBLIC VOICE ON POLICING (PVP) MEETINGS

Councillor Joe Murphy referred to the number of policing issues which had been raised at the meeting, and suggested that perhaps correct forum for these was the Public Voice on Policing (PVP) Meetings which were held on a regular basis throughout the City, for the specific purpose of liaising with the community on policing matters.

49.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Community Committee be held on 29th January, 2002, at the Friars Primary School at the junction of Silk Street and Great Clowes Street, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
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