BUDGET COMMITTEE
22nd January, 2002

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.18 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Lightup - in the Chair


Councillors Boyd, V. Burgoyne, Devine, Garrido and J. Murphy
53.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus and S. Miller.

54.
2002/03 REVENUE BUDGET CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

The Director of Corporate Services submitted reports containing details of (a) the revenue budget consultation document for 2002/03 and (b) favourable budget variations for 2002/03. 

 Members discussed the document in detail and raised the following points:-

· clarification needed on the difference between a budget increase of 3.6% and a council tax rise of 4.9%

· what has happened to the report that was requested on the security of vacated premises

· more detail should be attached as to where spending is taking place not just a global figure

· clarification needed between the number of children to be educated aged 5 to 10 in primary schools (17,500) and those in secondary schools (13,000)

· need for comparisons with previous year

· no mention of asylum seekers

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the reports be noted.



(2) THAT the report on the security of vacated premises be submitted to this Committee as soon as it is available.

55.
BUDGET ASSUMPTIONS

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report containing details of the assumptions made to ensure that expenditure was contained to £249m in 2002/03.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that the Director of Corporate Services submit a briefing note at the meeting of the Committee to be held in March, 2002, on bad debt.

56.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraph 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

57.
2002/03 CAPITAL PROGRAMME

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report on the initial capital programme for 2002/03.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.
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