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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES


TO THE BUDGET AND AUDIT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

ON WEDNESDAY, 6th DECEMBER 2006


TITLE:  

    BUDGET CONSULTATION 2007/08

RECOMMENDATION: 


Members are asked to consider the results of the September to November 2006 budget consultation process and the arrangements for the January 2007 consultation meeting.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The report outlines the priorities of the public arising from the first stage of the 2007/08 budget consultation process.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

Various working papers and reports. (Available for public inspection)


CONTACT OFFICER:

Geoff Topping Tel. 793 3240 geoff.topping@salford.gov.uk 


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: 

Not applicable


SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

Revenue Resources


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: 
Not applicable


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: 


The Finance Division of Corporate Services has produced this report.


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S) :      All wards


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

Budget Strategy


1.
Introduction
1.1
A report was submitted to Budget and Audit Scrutiny Committee on 6th September 2006 outlining the budget consultation process for the Council’s 200/08 budget.  The first stage of budget consultation was completed in November 2006 and this report informs members of the results.

2.
Consultation Framework
2.1 The budget consultation process for the 2007/08 budget has comprised a            number of elements with the aim of attracting an increased number of responses from a reasonable cross-section of the population of the city including:

· Big Listening consultation group

· Budget consultation database (including community committee members)

· Young people consulted during National Youth Week

· Older Persons Forum

· Salford City Council website via an on-line form

· E-mail

2.2
The results of the consultation can now be reported for consideration by the   committee in relation to the development of the council’s budget and council tax level for 2007/08.

2.3
The number of responses on which the results are based are as follows:

	Consultation Group
	Questionnaires issued
	Number of responses
	% response

	Big Listening

Budget consultation database

Young people

Website – on-line questionnaire

E-mail


	1381

596


	751

94

835

10

8
	54

16

	Total
	
	1698
	


Note: Young people completed the questionnaires face-to-face with youth workers in schools during National Youth week.


Age concern issued 100 questionnaires to their older persons forum database. However these were not separately identified so it is not known how many responses we have.

3.
Consultation Results

3.1 Big Listening
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When people were asked about their main reasons for dissatisfaction with council   services the main issues were:

· Poor road and pavement maintenance/street lighting

· Use of public money/reference to public money/waste of money

· Specific mentions of local towns/places

· Council tax rises/reference to council tax

· Lack of improvements/services poor

· Better street cleaning/improve dog/cat fouling

· Anti social behaviour/vandalism/graffiti/motorbike/quad bike disturbances

· Refuse collection poor/reference to bins/litter/garden waste

· Lack of maintenance/improvements to communal areas/parks/open spaces
3.2 Budget Consultation Database
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3.3 Youth Consultation
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4.
Next Steps

4.1 The results from the September to November 2006 consultation process will also be reported to the Budget and Efficiency Group December 2006 for consideration in finalising budget plans for 2007/08.

4.2  A further public consultation meeting is to be held at 6 p.m. on 16th January 2007 at the Civic Centre. Invitations were issued to all on the consultation database prior to Christmas and an advertisement for the meeting will be placed in The Advertiser on 4th January 2007.

4.3 The consultation meeting will be led by the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services and the Director of Customer & Support Services and will include:

· An update on the council’s financial position for 2007/08

· Feedback of the September to November 2005 consultation results

· Inviting views of the public on budget options for 2007/08

· Questions and answers on budget and Council Tax issues

Alan Westwood

Strategic Director for Customer & Support Services
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