BUDGET COMMITTEE
6th December, 2000

Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
1.05 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Antrobus, Boyd, V. Burgoyne, Dawson, Devine, Garrido, Hinds and S. Miller


 fillin "other names" 
37.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 1st November, 2000, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

38.
REVENUE BUDGET 2000/2001 MONITORING

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report which provided a budget monitoring statement in relation to the 2000/01 revenue budget.  The report detailed the Directorate variations and the current position with regard to agreed savings.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.




(2) THAT the Directors of Development Services, Housing, Education and Leisure (in respect of Arts and Leisure) and Community and Social Services be asked to ensure that the budget allocation for the year is not exceeded.  




(3) THAT Directorates be reminded that they should not be incurring any non-essential expenditure.

39.
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2000/2001

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report advising Members of the situation regarding Capital Programme 2000/2001 and which recommended to Cabinet an increase of £0.750M in the provision for redundancy payments.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.




(2) THAT Cabinet be requested to approve an increase of £0.750M in the provision for redundancy payments.

40.
BUDGET ISSUES
(a)
Arts and Leisure Budget 2000/2001

The Director of Education and Leisure submitted a report which addressed a number of issues in relation to the current year revenue budget and, primarily, a projected underachievement of income against target within the sports centre and swimming pools of up to £180,000 by the end of this financial year.


It was reported that there was an overall national trend of falling numbers of users in Council leisure facilities.  


RESOLVED:
THAT a report on how Local Authorities are addressing this nationwide trend of falling numbers of users be brought to this Committee.


(b)
Housing Budget - Homelessness Services

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report on the projected budget shortfall for Homelessness Services.  The report outlined that a projected shortfall in rental income was likely to be between £25,000 and £40,000 for the full year, however, it was difficult to predict the actual take up of hostel places.


The report also outlined longer term measures that were being considered by the Directorate to look at remedial action.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(c)
Community and Social Services Budget Domiciliary Care -

Domestic Tasks Contract

The Director of Community and Social Services submitted a report which outlined reasons for the increased savings achieved by the Domestic Tasks Contract let by Community and Social Services.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

41.
SUNDRY DEBTORS

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report information details of the debt outstanding on sundry debtors accounts and the level of provision against bad debts.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

42.
DATE OF TRAINING SESSION

RESOLVED:
THAT the training session now take place on 10th January, 2001, prior to the next meeting of the Budget Committee, starting at 1.00 p.m. and lasting for two hours.

43.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the ground that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

44.
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES BUDGET UPDATE

The Director of Development Services submitted a report on budget progress within his Directorate.  


The report outlined details of occupied commercial property and rental income, details on the receipt of surrender values and details of cost recharges to capital schemes.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT a report is received back to this Committee when the position as regards asset disposal and the impact on the budget is known.




(2) THAT a report is brought back to this Committee on the way forward for the treatment of debt on commercial rents.




(3) THAT the position regarding design services be noted.




(4) THAT a report be brought back to this Committee on how the issue of quarterly rental income with regard to the sale of property would be addressed.

45.
CAPITAL RECEIPTS 2000/2001 - PROGRESS REPORT

The Director of Development Services and the Director of Corporate Services submitted a joint report which provided an update as to the current progress in relation to a number of the larger asset disposals.  


RESOLVED:
THAT Members note the current position regarding the major asset disposals.

46.
PROVISIONAL REVENUE SUPPORT GRANT SETTLEMENT

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report which had been considered at Cabinet on 28th November, 2000, and which had provided current information which had been announced in the provisional RSG settlement.  

A further report on the 2001/2002 revenue budget progress report which had been submitted to Cabinet on 5th December, 2000, with further updated details was also submitted for Members’ information.

RESOLVED:
THAT the reports submitted to Cabinet regarding the 2001/2002 revenue budget progress report and the provisional RSG be noted.
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