Appendix 3
Summary of Responses to Statutory Notice
St Georges RC High School

Total Number of Responses






14
Number of 
comments
	1) 
	Concern expressed that council has ignored the views of the voting public
	8

	2) 
	The needs or views of the electorate are being ignored by Salford City Council and therefore no longer intend to vote Labour again.
	5

	3) 
	Concern expressed that the council has decided to proceed with plans to close St George’s RC High School despite the vast opposition (letters, petitions and verbal views) levelled during the consultation process.
	11

	4) 
	Concern regarding the future Catholic education provision for the Walkden/Little Hulton area.  The needs of the future high school pupils of Walkden/Little Hulton are being ignored.
	4

	5) 
	St George’s is held in very high esteem by all in the local community.
	4

	6) 
	The feeling that parental and pupil choice for a good Catholic education in the local area has been taken away.
	11

	7) 
	Preference for a good Catholic education within walking distance.
	9

	8) 
	Preference for small school, less bullying, pupils and teachers know each other.
	1

	9) 
	Salford Council is splitting a community as they appear to be making an issue between Catholic and non Catholic – re admissions and priority.
	2

	10) 
	Little Hulton will be the only area with no provision for Catholic high school education and also will not benefit from BSF funding, despite being an area of high deprivation.
	3

	11) 
	Salford City Council is discriminating against the future of all Catholics who live in the Little Hulton, Walkden and Worsley area.
	2

	12) 
	Intention to leave the Salford area if St George’s RC High School closure goes ahead.
	4

	13) 
	Concern expressed regarding travel from local area to the proposed new school.  (Congestion and reliability of public transport).  78% of St George’s pupils currently walk or cycle to school.
	4

	14) 
	Concern expressed regarding travel from the local area to the proposed new school i.e. financial, safety aspects and additional time taken
	3

	15) 
	Will free transport be provided to the new St Ambrose Barlow RC High School?
	1

	16) 
	Every Child Matters – when does this start in Salford?
	2

	17) 
	Objections to close a very successful high school that meets the needs of both the Catholic and non Catholic children from the Little Hulton and Walkden areas.
	3

	18) 
	Why was planning permission to rebuild Walkden High School on the Wardley site refused but planning permission granted for the new St Ambrose Barlow High School.
	2

	19) 
	The Wardley site does not have the capacity to cope with the number of pupils that St George’s RC High School and St Ambrose Barlow RC High School have on roll
	1

	20) 
	An excellent, popular and oversubscribed school should not be closed.
	10

	21) 
	St George’s has excellent pupil attendance and behaviour and excellent pastoral support.  Only 2% of pupils do not go on to training, education or employment.
	4

	22) 
	St George’s RC High School has excellent examination results.
	6

	23) 
	St George’s not only helps pupils achieve their potential academically but also with personal and social skills.
	3

	24) 
	Parental and pupil preference is for small schools – St George’s is seen to be a small caring community with very little bullying and one where everyone, pupils and teachers, know each other
	1

	25) 
	Children are often ‘lost’ in the large community schools making it less likely for each child to achieve their potential. 
	1

	26) 
	Less successful schools than St George’s have had millions of pounds of support given to them and are still less successful than St George’s.
	2

	27) 
	The teaching staff at St George’s RC High School are excellent, very supportive and have a good rapport with both parents and pupils.  The pupils have a high level of respect for the headteacher and teaching staff.
	5

	28) 
	The pastoral care and support offered to pupils with Special Educational Needs are second to none.
	1

	29) 
	St George’s are excellent in meeting the ‘Every Child Matters’ criteria. 
	1

	30) 
	Concern expressed that the considerable progress made by pupils with Special Educational Needs at St George’s RC High School will not be achieved at the new St Ambrose Barlow RC High School.  St George’s RC High School is a small friendly school where every child really does matter.
	1

	31) 
	Closure of St George’s will be disruptive to the education of its pupils.
	2

	32) 
	The view that the St George’s is being closed so that the land can be sold to fund improvements at other schools/build houses etc.
	3

	33) 
	Salford City Council Cabinet does not appear to have any regard for the future of the children in the Walkden/Little Hulton area.
	2

	34) 
	The point was made that an organised protest march was due to take place in Manchester and that Manchester City Council would not be charging St George’s.  A protest march took place recently in Salford and Salford City Council made a charge to the school.
	2

	35) 
	The quality of education is seen to be of more importance than having a new school building.
	2

	36) 
	The local authority are seen to be resorting to blackmail as the impression has been given that other Catholic schools will not get funding unless St George’s agrees to the proposals.
	5

	37) 
	The BSF money should be divided fairly amongst all the RC high schools.  St George’s should not be made a scapegoat.  This is blatant discrimination.
	6

	38) 
	St George’s should be given a share of the BSF funding so that the existing building can be modernised to the required standards and can continue as a Catholic school for the community of Walkden and Little Hulton.
	2

	39) 
	St George’s serves pupils from a wide range of backgrounds living in a deprived area.  To close St George’s would remove the main positive educational provision in the area.
	1

	40) 
	Parents want younger siblings of their children attending St George’s to be given the opportunity to attend St George’s.
	4

	41) 
	Concern that if St George’s closes pupils will be separated from their friends
	1

	42) 
	Half of the £1.2 million needed to upgrade the St George’s buildings is in reality for playing fields, however St George’s playing fields situated on Hilton Lane has been leased by the council for farming.
	1

	43) 
	The perception that St George’s has to close to ensure that Harrop Fold achieves capacity.
	1

	44) 
	Concern expressed that the statutory notice published on the council web site was difficult to find.
	1

	45) 
	Concern expressed that local ward councillors were not informed of the response process when the statutory notice was issued.
	1


In addition to the above please see attached responses from the following.

· Letter from Bishop of Salford
· Statement from Governors of St George’s RC
· Letter from J Judge
· Letter from R Woollard
St Ambrose Barlow RC High School
Total Number of Responses






0
	
	
	


Three responses were received from Walkden residents who had previously objected to the proposal to enlarge Walkden High School.  Their objections related to the proposal to rebuild St Ambrose Barlow on the Wardley site which the city council had previously deemed unsuitable for the construction of the new Walkden High School.
