Appendix 1

Summary of Responses for Moorside and The Swinton High Schools 
Moorside High School

	Total Number of Responses
	13


	1) 
	Concern expressed that the total number of pupils within the Moorside High School and The Swinton High School will exceed the capacity of the new school building.
	5

	2) 
	Has consideration been given to the fact that there could be new housing developments in the area (on land at the two closing schools and the RMCH site) thereby resulting in even more children of high school age living in the catchment area?
	1

	3) 
	Concern that Moorside High School is closing as it is seen to be a good school which has greatly improved due to the hard work and dedication of the staff.
	1

	4) 
	Concerns expressed regarding the size of the new school, preference for smaller school.
	1

	5) 
	Current educational research suggests that pupils do better in smaller schools.  How will the creation of a larger school ensure high quality for its pupils and how will personalised learning be addressed in a very large establishment?
	1

	6) 
	The view that an amalgamation with The Swinton High School will lower Moorside High School’s standards.
	1

	7) 
	Assuming the recreation centre will be disposed of when the new school is built what are the plans for a replacement and does this include a pool?
	1

	8) 
	Concern expressed that insufficient places at the new school will render it necessary for children to travel to schools in surrounding areas and the feeling that local children should be entitled to an education in their local area.
	2

	9) 
	Concern expressed that the shortage of places at the new high school will be for an initial period.  What happens to the surplus pupils during this initial period?
	3

	10) 
	When the new high school opens current year 7 pupil numbers will be 333 and the admission level will be 270.  There will therefore be 63 pupils that will have to be educated in either the old Moorside High School building or temporary accommodation. 
· How will these less privileged pupils be selected?

· Surely the local authority will not advocate teaching some pupils in an environment that can only be a detriment to their learning.
	1

	11) 
	Concern expressed regarding a possible shortage of places at the new high school after the initial period.  How can accurate predictions be made relating to the population in 6 years time? 
	2

	12) 
	The local authority have stated that there will be additional places available at Walkden High School, if this is the case the council are building the Walkden school too large and the Swinton school too small.
	1

	13) 
	A 1350 place high school provides no area for growth and will never be able to accommodate all the local children.
	1

	14) 
	Concerns regarding the size of the site.
	1

	15) 
	The size of the proposed site is less than ideal for a 1350 pupil school.
· Have alternative sites been researched?

· The sewage farm land at the rear of Thorn Road would be ideal to house a new 1500 place school, to cater for all children in the Moorside/Wentworth area and it would be more logical to build there.
· A new school for the children resident north of the East Lancashire Road could be built on Moorside playing fields or the Swinton High School site.
	1

	16) 
	Concern regarding access to new site and traffic issues.
	2

	17) 
	Concerns that the pond and woodland on the site of the new school will be removed and that there will be no green spaces in the area once the new school has been built and the old site has been sold.
	1

	18) 
	Request for reassurances that the admissions criteria will be the same as it is now and that younger siblings will be judged on the same criteria as their siblings already attending Moorside High School. 
	1

	19) 
	Concern expressed that under the proposal there will be an unfair admissions policy favouring children from the Clifton and North Pendlebury areas.  A fair and clear admissions policy should be established that takes into account the distance a child has to travel to get to their local high school and the current infrastructure available to ensure a child can get to school safely and by their own means.
	2

	20) 
	Request for more detailed information in relation to logistics when new school is built, particularly towards the pupils of Moorside Primary School.
	1

	21) 
	How will disruption to Moorside Primary School be minimised during construction works (additional noise, traffic etc)?
	1

	22) 
	Request for reassurances that the local authority have fully considered and overcome the problems of building an inferior size school on an inferior site.
	1

	23) 
	The view that the new school ought to have good accommodation, facilities and resources,
	1

	24) 
	Concern that the closure of both schools will reduce parental choice.
	1

	25) 
	Concern that both schools are being closed – why is the process for the community high school within Swinton different to the St Ambrose Barlow and St George’s proposal, where only one school is being closed with the other being built on an alternative site.
	1

	26) 
	Concerns that the closure of both schools will result in a lengthier process due to the competition process:

· Does the new school now have to go out to tender resulting in it not being a community high school?
· Salford City Council does not appear to have identified the possibility of no community high school to parents.
	1

	27) 
	Concerns that transfer to new site will be disruptive to the education of pupils, particularly year 10 and 11 pupils.
	3

	28) 
	Concerns that some pupils will have to cross the East Lancashire Road to get to the new school or to the old buildings.
	1

	29) 
	The proposed site is across the East Lancashire Road for many prospective pupils.  The current crossing provision is through a dark dirty underpass which is prone to flooding and freezing in bad weather.  How will this crossing be improved and made safer and more appropriate for higher levels of usage?
	1

	30) 
	As the new high school will be in close proximity to Moorside Primary School concerns expressed regarding the impact the general behaviour of the high school pupils will have on the primary school pupils (smoking, drugs, alcohol etc).
	2

	31) 
	Concerns regarding the choice of site for the new school and preference for the former Wardley High School site.
	1

	32) 
	Opposition to the closure of both schools and creation of one school.
	1

	33) 
	Concerns that larger school will affect the level of care to pupils with medical problems.
	1

	34) 
	The view that the parents comments and concerns will not be listened to by the local authority and that the only course of action will be to move out of the area to a local authority that caters for its residents.
	2

	35) 
	That parents and pupils are giving the opportunity to view the news school.
	1

	36) 
	Generally in support of the new school. 
	1


The Swinton High School

	Total Number of Responses                                                                          2          


	1
	Positive comment made that many children are going to benefit from the new school.
	1

	2
	Concerns that teaching staff may look for alternative positions  because of the closure of the two schools, thereby having a negative impact on pupils’ education.
	1

	3
	Concerns that some pupils will have to cross the East Lancashire Road to get to the new school or to the old buildings.
	1

	4
	Concerns regarding the future plans for the existing Swinton High School site and a request that local residents are kept informed of any decisions made regarding the future of the site.
	1

	5
	Concerned that those children that live in Clifton will be disadvantaged and may not get a place at the new school.
	1

	6
	Cost of travelling to those children who live in the Clifton area, especially if they don’t qualify for reimbursement of travel costs
	1


The following response was received from the Headteacher and Chair of Full Governing Body of The Swinton High School
We are writing to record our comments on the proposal affecting The Swinton High School under Salford’s Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme.

We agree with the proposal to amalgamate The Swinton High School and Moorside High School and would like to formally record the details of our support for the proposal.

· The newly built school will be located on the field opposite Moorside High School.

· The newly built school will have a standard admission number of 270 pupils with a total 11-16 roll of 1350.

· On 1 September 2012, the proposed date of opening the new school, there is likely to be an estimated excess of some 300 + year 8 - 11 pupils.  To accommodate the total actual roll of around 1650 + pupils parts of the existing Moorside High School will be made fit for purpose for a period likely to be three or four years up to 2015 or 2016.
· The new school will be a High Performing Specialist School for the arts, mathematics and computing.

· In line with national initiatives the option to establish a school for 11-18 years will be actively explored as outlined in Salford’s BSF proposal.

· There will be a Locality Learning Support Unit on site directly managed by the school as delegated by the Headteacher

· The new school will be in receipt of the amalgamated schools grant and any other entitlements.

· Every conceivable effort will be made to ensure that the existing local authority human resource policies regarding allocation of staff to the new school or mutually agreed location will be made with the aim of avoiding any compulsory redundancies.

· The new Headteacher designate should be appointed some five terms prior to the scheduled opening on September 2012.  This would enable the Headteacher designate an appropriate amount of time to begin the task of planning and staffing the largest school in Salford authority.

· There will be a full investment in community arts, sport and library facilities.

· Priority for admission will be given to children living in Clifton, North Pendlebury and Swinton.

· It is our strongly held view and that of the full governing body of The Swinton High School that the new school should be a local authority school.

· Finally, we would like to give our support to name the new school:  Worsley Community High School.

We thank you for considering our submission to look forward to working in partnership with all parties to provide outstanding educational opportunities for our pupils and our community.
