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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDRENS SERVICES


TO  CABINET 
ON 
14th February, 2012 



TITLE: An update on the proposed changes to the Inclusive Learning Service


RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. That Cabinet members note the receipt of the petition submitted by Lauren Walton regarding this matter.
2. That Cabinet agree to the extension of the consultation process on the specific area related to the provision of services for children and young people with hearing impairment. 

3. That Cabinet agree to the establishment  a  Cabinet Commission  to support the process of consultation and future design of the service for children and young people with hearing impairment


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

As previously reported to Cabinet briefing on 21st November 2011 Children’s Services are consulting on the redesign of special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). One aspect of this service is the provision of services for children with hearing impairment. 

Through the initial stages of consultation it is clear that parents and the National Children Deaf Society have raised a number of concerns in terms of any future changes to provision for children and young people with a hearing impairment. 

This report asks for time for a deeper analysis and extension of the consultation process for this specific area 



BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Cabinet briefing Report 21st November 2011


KEY DECISION:
YES 


DETAILS:

1.0  
Salford City Council currently has an Inclusive Learning Service to support 
pupils 
with Special Educational Needs. The areas of need currently supported 
are Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, Learning, Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders, Communication and Behaviour, Emotional and Social Difficulties. 
1.2 
 The proposals aim to balance provision across all need groups within a new 
service structure, ensuring that statutory requirements are met and enabling 
children and young people to receive an equitable high quality service. 

1.3
 By developing a Commission to be chaired by the Lead Member for 
Children’s Services, it is intended to ensure that all viewpoints, experiences 
and expertise is recognised at the design stage of any future service offer. 

1.4
 It is proposed that this Commission would report back to Cabinet with agreed 
scope and principles, early findings and benchmarking information in June and 
report final findings in September 2012. 
1.5 
The membership of the Commission will be;


The Lead Member for Children’s Services (Chair)


3 x Cabinet members


2 x elected members including a member of the Opposition


A parent of a hearing impaired child


A representative of the National Deaf Children’s Society

A parent of a disabled child


The Commission will be supported by City Council officers.

2.0 
The broad scope of the commission will be to;

· To analyse and review the current provision of services for children and young people who are deaf or have hearing impairment within the overall SEND service 

· To make recommendations for the provision of teaching services to children and young people who are deaf and hearing impaired in Salford

· To inform future planning in the education of children and young people with hearing impairment going forward 
3.0  
The Council has received an E-petition and a written petition containing over 
3000 names in respect of this matter and under the Council petition scheme 
as approved by Council in September 2010, the matter would need to be 
considered formally by Cabinet. The Lead Member is requesting that Cabinet 
consider this matter. It is proposed that the petition will be presented to 
Cabinet at a later date. 


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Family Poverty Strategy


EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: The community impact assessment was reported to Cabinet on 21st November. The work of the Commission will add to this.



ASSESSMENT OF RISK: High. It is important that services for children and young people with SEND are fit for purpose, enabled to continuously improve and aim to provide a world class service for children and young people. This proposal provides a key resource in setting the framework for this ambition. 


SOURCE OF FUNDING: The funding for this area of work is through the Dedicated School Grant. The Commission would incur no additional costs to the service.


LEGAL IMPLICATION: Not applicable at this stage until proposals are developed, and full implications are assessed


FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Paula Summersfield
The proposal to set up the commission has no financial implications as the focus is not to reduce budgets in the SEND service



OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: None at this stage. 


CONTACT OFFICER:
Nick Page


TEL NO: 0136


WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: All
