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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES
TO 
CABINET 
ON TUESDAY 
14 September, 2010
TITLE: Teenage Pregnancy Strategy
RECOMMENDATIONS: That Members approve the Teenage Pregnancy Strategy and associated action plans
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:


Action to reduce teenage pregnancy has been a Government priority for the past 10 years. Reducing the rates of teenage parents is a priority for Salford City Council and Salford PCT. It is included in the Children and Young Peoples Plan, Salford’s PCT Strategic Plan and Salford’s Local Area Agreement.

Past responses to impacting on teenage pregnancy in Salford have been insufficient to achieve sufficient progress swiftly enough to improve the sexual health and wellbeing of young people in the city. The Teenage Pregnancy Strategy sets out a vision that fits with other key priorities and identifies action needed by partners. 
The strategy links directly to the Cabinet work programme as it links directly to Child Poverty.
The risk factors for teenage pregnancy show a relationship between deprivation and a range of related factors which increase the risk of teenage pregnancy.  There are also a number of consequences of teenage pregnancy, which themselves increase the risk of poor outcomes, such as low attainment, poverty and worklessness, poor health and infant mortality.  
· Teenage mothers are 20% more likely to have no qualifications at 30 that mothers giving birth aged 24 or over. 
· Overall nearly 40% of teenage mothers leave school with no qualifications at all. 
· At age 30, teenage mothers are 22% more likely to be living in poverty
· At aged 30 men who become fathers in their early 20s (aged 23 or under) are twice as likely to be unemployed as those becoming fathers over 23, even after taking into account deprivation data .
Successful prevention of teenage pregnancy involves a wide range of prevention initiatives that include raising aspiration, educational attendance and attainment.
Evidence shows that early access to contraceptive services and contraceptive use has a significant impact on reducing teenage conception rates. Service redesign has started with a clear model being put in place with defined outcomes and pathways for the delivery. Service delivery will be through a range of providers across 4 tiers of intensity and intervention.
The most significant strategic and operational change is the commissioning of a new sexual health service for young people from December 2009. In order to maximise the delivery routes of programmes of work, all staff involved in targeted youth support will be trained and competent at using the Teenage Pregnancy Risk Assessment Toolkit.

Schools across the city will be supported to provide good quality Relationships and Sex Education using Team Around the School as a monitoring body.

Salford has significant issues with young people using alcohol – young people are know to “binge drink” outside. This puts them at significant higher risk of sexual activity they may later regret. Greater partnerships will be set up with all health providers for young people to join services together in order to maximise resources.
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

Teenage Pregnancy Strategy and Action Plan.
KEY DECISION:
YES / NO
DETAILS:

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Links directly to Cabinet work plan (Child Poverty)
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: The Teenage Pregnancy Strategy focuses on some of the City’s most vulnerable young people and the actions outlined in the plan are focused at improving outcomes and narrowing the gap in a range of indicators across all of the Every Child Matters outcomes
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  
Salford has had a consistently high number of teenage parents compared to the national average and statistical neighbours, if the new strategy is not implemented this would remain the same.

Salford will not reach the government targets to reduce teenage pregnancy rates.

If the plan is not implemented we risk being unable to reduce the rate of teenage parents across Salford compared to statistical neighbours.
Outcomes for young people will be severely affected if the plan is unable to be implemented from a health prospective and from a social prospective.
Outcomes for the children of teenage parents will be affected if the teenage pregnancy rates are not reduced.

The Teenage Pregnancy Strategy is currently being scrutinised by NHS Salford as well as the systems within the Local Authority for ratification. 

Delivery of the Strategy will be overseen by the Children’s Trust and the Change for Children sub group.
SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

£115,000 Sure Start

TP Grant £154,000

£38,000 ABG Sexual Health Post

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by:  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED:   
CONTACT OFFICER:
Eileen Buchan
TEL NO: 0161 603 6834
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 
All
