	Appendix 1 (to yr 2 Cabinet report)
	
	ITEM NO. 



	JOINT REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBERS 
FOR 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES


	TO 

CABINET MEETING
ON

27th JANUARY 2009


	TITLE: PLAY BUILDER FUNDING 


	RECOMMENDATION: 
(1) That Cabinet approves the location of the Year One Play Builder sites in order that works can commence in April upon receipt of funding (see Appendix 4)
(2) That Cabinet agrees to a programme of public consultations that will determine, for Year One sites the design, and for Year Two sites the location and design, of the 22 new or refurbished play spaces. The results of the consultation will be returned to Cabinet in April for approval.
(3) That Cabinet agrees to commit funds of £17,000, recoverable from grant after April 2009, to facilitate the consultation and design process. 

(4) That Cabinet approves the requirement for additional revenue funding for site maintenance and locking up. The exact amount required will be reported to Cabinet in April.

(5) That Cabinet approves the proposal that the development, provision and maintenance of up to three of the sites is tendered out to the community, voluntary and private sector on a not for profit basis.

(6) That Cabinet requires  officers to seek opportunities for the use of section 106 money in order to ensure that there are suitable play spaces across the city.


	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
This report informs Cabinet of new Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) funding for Play Builder status. It informs Cabinet of the actions required in order to access the funds. 


	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 
(1) Salford City Council “Expression of interest”. (Appendix 1)
(2) Lead member briefing. (Appendix 2)
(3) DCSF Selection of Pathfinder / Play Builder letter. (Appendix 3)
(4) Year One sites with proposed consultation schedule (Appendix 4)

(Available for public inspection)

	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

1. Some officer time will be required to help project manage the development of the Play Spaces and this needs to be planned across the Play Service and the Green Space project management teams. 
2. Approximately £17,000 in fees would be needed prior to the grant being accessible in order that officers from Urban Vision Partnership and the Environment Directorate can commence consultation and design work and obtain target costs prior to build commencing in April 2009. These fees will be recoverable from the grant.
3. A budget for the maintenance of the Play Spaces will be required as an ongoing cost, which is not available through the grant. However, the exact amount is not known, as this will need to be looked at on an individual project basis. As a guide it is presently estimated that :
a) Any existing playgrounds that are upgraded from Locally Equipped Area Playground (LEAP) to Neighbourhood Equipped Area Playground (NEAP) will require an additional £1376 revenue per playground. This is due to the larger size of the NEAP:

b)  Any new playgrounds that are built would require £6,524 each for annual maintenance.
c) If locking is required at any of these sites, a further £6000per annum would be required to fund a locking/unlocking contract. 

No funds have been identified so far.


	SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Department for Children, Schools and Families


	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
No


	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Children’s Services Group Accountant informed.


	CONTACT OFFICER: Barry Glasspell

TEL. NO.
0161 778 0313


	WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): 
All


	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Green Space Strategy and Play Strategy


	DETAILS: 

1.
Background
1.1
In August 2008 the DCSF called for bids to be submitted by September 15th for Wave 2 Pathfinder / Play Builder funding. A 1000 word expression of interest was required for stage one of this funding application process. An expression of interest from Salford City Council to be a Pathfinder authority was returned to the DCSF to meet their deadline. (See Appendices 1 and 2).

1.2
Salford was not chosen for Pathfinder status but was granted Play Builder funding in Wave 2. 

2.
Funding
2.1
As a successful Play Builder authority Salford will receive capital funding of £1.1million and revenue funding of £45,000 with which to develop 22 Play Spaces across the city. The target age range is 8 – 13 years.

2.2
This funding will be available from April 2009 giving two years in which to complete all works. It will be given in two parts: Year One April 09 to March 2010 and Year Two April 2010 to March 2011. Year One funding must be spent by March 2010, and if not spent it will be clawed back by the Treasury Department. The same will apply to Year Two funding.

3.
Consultation
3.1 
It is a requirement of funding that the public and local politicians are consulted.

3.2 
A proposed Year One schedule of works was submitted as part of Salford’s “expression of interest” (see Appendix 4).

3.3
These sites were identified from the Green Space Strategy which was developed using public consultation. Further criteria were developed by the Children’s Services Directorate using indicators of need relevant to the age group.

3.4
Further public consultations will be needed to decide on the Play Spaces to be developed in year two. These consultations will also be used to create the designs for the play equipment in each of the 22 spaces. The Play Spaces could be in parks, housing estates or other public or community spaces that are used by children. Guidance states that the consultations should include children, families, community groups as well as MP’s and local elected members. It is proposed that the consultations will take place between February 09 and April 09. The Neighbourhood Management structure will be used to invite members of the public and community groups to events in each neighbourhood with support from the Children’s Centres, Extended Schools teams and Park Rangers. It is proposed that the outcome of these consultations will be taken back to Cabinet in April for a final decision on the location of the Year Two sites and design options.



	4
The Play Spaces
4.1
 It is required that up to 22 Play Spaces will be developed with the Play Builder funding. These spaces are to be adventurous and innovative. The DCSF guidance states that this funding should support voluntary and community provision as well as statutory provision. There is a focus on provision for 8 to 12 year olds although local need will be taken into consideration. The funding guidance also requires that some Play Spaces use natural materials and provide risk and challenge for all children, including those with disabilities. This is a move away from traditional park playgrounds with fenced-in areas and bright colourful wet- pour safety surfacing. This does not mean that some traditional playground equipment will not be used, such as swings, slides and roundabouts and it does not mean that some playgrounds will not have fences.

4.2
It does though mean that we should be considering the reasons why we are putting in fences and whether we can use other boundaries or have no boundaries at all. Parks and open spaces will attract families and having stimulating places to go for all ages will help to engage more families for longer times. 

4.3
The use of risk in Play Spaces attracts children who are harder to engage and gives them activities that will divert them from anti social behaviour. 

4.4
The physical activity in these spaces will help children who may not be interested in more structured exercise or sports. 

4.5
All of this work will link into the Healthy Weight Strategy, the Community Safety Strategy and the Parenting Strategy with regards to positive activities, physical exercise and family activities.

5
Recommendations
5.1 
That Cabinet approves the location of the Year One Play Builder sites in order that works can commence in April upon receipt of funding (see Appendix 4)

5.2
That Cabinet agrees to a programme of public consultations that will determine, for Year One sites the design, and for Year Two sites the location and design, of the 22 new or refurbished Play Spaces. The results of the consultation will be returned to Cabinet in April for approval.

5.3
That Cabinet agrees to commit funds of £17,000, recoverable from grant after April 2009, to facilitate the consultation and design process. 

5.4
That Cabinet approves the requirement for additional revenue funding for site maintenance and locking up. The exact amount required will be reported to Cabinet in April.

5.5
That Cabinet approves the proposal that the development, provision and maintenance of up to three of the sites is tendered out to the community, voluntary and private sector on a not for profit basis.

5.6
That Cabinet requires officers to seek opportunities for the use of section 106 money in order to ensure that there are suitable Play Spaces across the city.
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