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	REPORT OF 

The Lead Member for  Children’s Services


	CABINET 23rd December 2008


	TITLE:
CLOSURE OF ROYAL MANCHESTER CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL SCHOOL AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW EDUCATIONAL PROVISION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE OTHER THAN AT A SCHOOL


	RECOMMENDATION:   
1. That Cabinet approves the publication of the public notice to close Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital School at the end of the 2008-2009 school year.
2. That Cabinet delegates to the Lead Member for Children’s Services the responsibility for arranging a new local authority service to provide education for pupils other than at a school.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:        
The Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital will close in the summer of 2009 when services transfer to the new central Manchester site. This necessitates the closure of the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital School and the requirement for the Local Authority to undertake the formal process of closure.
As well as children who are in-patients at the Hospital, the School also provides education for some Salford children who are vulnerable because of emotional or health difficulties and are unable to attend a mainstream school. It is proposed that the Authority provide a managed service, a Pupil Referral Unit, for those children.



	  BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:     Report on the development of the    
  (Available for public inspection)      new EOTAS provision.  (Children’s Services 






    Directorate)





    Report to Cabinet 16th September 2008



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
The Hospital site will not be available following its closure and so the school must be closed.


The Authority has a statutory duty to provide education for school age children and young people. Not to have a full range of provision could lead to the Authority being unable to fulfil its statutory duty or having to purchase places in appropriate provision elsewhere.


	SOURCE OF FUNDING:

N/A


	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
P Heyes of Legal Services Team and Department for Children, Schools and Families 

 

	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Assistant Director - Resources


	CONTACT OFFICER:
Jill Baker
TEL. NO.  0161 778 0130 
 

	WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): 
All


	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Those policies related to the inclusion of vulnerable children and young people such as those who are sick and ill.



DETAIL
1.
CONSULTATION


On 16th September 2008 Cabinet approved the commencement of the statutory 
process to consult on the closure of Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital 
School. Public consultation took place in October 2008 involving the Governing 
Body, Staff and Parents. A drop-in evening was also arranged. The following 
comments were received:

· Concerns about staffing i.e. that the current level of support from both teaching and non teaching staff will change once the school moves.  Staff at the new school may not have the training or expertise to support children with special health needs.  There should not be changes to the school staffing as it is vital that the level of teaching support presently given is continued in the new provision.

· Concerns that the ethos and caring atmosphere may be damaged.

· Will the current RMCH provision simply be transferred to the new premises or will the new provision also be available to other children who would not normally have access to the hospital school? Concerns re other pupils attending e.g. travelling/refugee children will have different needs and may have negative effect.
· That the new provision should be housed in a building which provides an environment which is as safe and secure as the current hospital school. Can new provision be sited in Hope Hospital?
· Need to know about the staffing structure as soon as possible. Need to be kept informed; morale is being affected as people are being kept in the dark.

· Concerns about the proximity of the school to other high schools for pupils who are presently at RMCH because of school phobia. 

· Will children still attend other schools for some lessons e.g. PE or will provision for all lessons be provided on site?

· Concerns about the current size of the school being increased in the new provision

· Concerns about medical consultations which some children currently have during the school day.  How will this be dealt with at the new provision? There were linked concerns that pupils will not have access to other professionals e.g. CAMHS.  
2.
FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE NEW PROVISION

That the nature and location of the new provision is suitable for the service  and the proximity to other schools is carefully considered.
· That links with Child and Adolescent Mental Health and other NHS services are appropriately maintained.

· That the ethos of the service is maintained and that it is able to deliver a broad curriculum and that links to other schools developed by the existing school are maintained.

3.
STATUTORY PROCESS AND REVISED TIMETABLE

The proposed timetable for the closure of the RMCH school is:

	PROCESS


	TIMESCALE

	Cabinet report to approve commencement of the statutory process to consult on the proposal


	Cabinet briefing 26 August 2008

Cabinet meeting 9 September 2008

	Cabinet decision and call in


	23 September 2008

	Public consultation


	1 October – 12 November 2008

 (6 weeks)

	Report to Cabinet to consider outcome of consultation and authorisation to publish notice.


	Cabinet briefing 9 December 2008

Cabinet meeting 23 December 2008



	Cabinet decision and call in


	9 January 2009

	Publication of statutory notice for closure


	15 January 2009

	6 week representation period ends (comments/objections)


	26 February 2009

	LA to consider any comments/objections received and determine proposal within 2 months of the end of the representation period.


	By 27 April 2009
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