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	ITEM NO.A1



REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES
TO THE CABINET MEETING 
ON 25 MAY 2010 
TITLE:
Lewis Street/Christ Church Primary School Reorganisation
RECOMMENDATION:

That Cabinet approves the publication of the public notice to close Lewis Street Community and Christ Church Voluntary Aided Primary Schools and establish a new 420 place voluntary controlled primary school and children’s centre hub on the extended Lewis Street site, by September 2014.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report informs Cabinet of the proposal to provide a new school in the Barton/Eccles area, which forms part of Salford’s Primary Capital Programme (PCP)
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)
· Primary Capital Programme Cabinet Report on 27 May 2008

· Lewis Street/Christ Church Primary Schools Reorganisation Cabinet Report on 9 February 2010

· Written responses from consultation and notes of public meetings held in connection with consultation.

KEY DECISION:
YES 
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Every Child Matters, Community Plan

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:- 
Core to the PCP programme is improved access in terms of curriculum, educational provision and accessible services for all children by design.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

The Primary Capital Programme is a strategic priority for Salford City Council and a risk assessment for the project has been undertaken by Children’s Services and this will be monitored throughout implementation.

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  
Government grants, schools’ devolved formula capital contributions, secured and unsecured capital receipts, supported borrowing.  The funding relating to the construction costs will not be required until financial years 2012/13 and 2013/14 and provision will need to be made in the capital programmes for those years.  Pre construction costs will be funded from Children’s Services existing 2010/11 capital funding.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:
Developed with Customer and Support Services – Law section input.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Supplied by Chris Mee, Group Accountant and John Spink – City Treasurer 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 
Sustainable Regeneration, Customer and Support Services, Urban Vision.
CONTACT OFFICER:
Kathryn Mildenstein
TEL. NO.
0161 778 0420
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
Barton and Eccles
DETAILS:
1. Background and Factors Considered

1.1. On 9 February 2010 Cabinet approved the commencement of the statutory process to consult on the proposal to close both Lewis Street Community and Christ Church Voluntary Aided Primary Schools and establish a new 420 place voluntary controlled primary school and children’s centre hub on the extended Lewis Street site by September 2014.

1.2. Before the public meetings were held a joint letter from the headteachers of both schools was sent to parents/carers supporting the proposal 
(see appendix 1)
1.3. Public consultation meetings were held in March 2010, with local councillors, staff, governors and parents at both schools, plus a drop in consultation event and a separate meeting with Pear Tree Croft Residents Association.  These were joint events hosted by the local authority and Manchester Diocesan Board of Education (MDBE).  Meetings with staff, governors and parents were minuted.
1.4. At Lewis Street, 24 staff, 6 governors and 6 parents attended the meetings.  At Christ Church, 18 staff, 6 governors and 1 parent attended the meetings.  4 members of the public attended the drop in consultation event and 11 residents attended the meeting with Pear Tree Croft Residents Association.  In total 11 written responses have been received from parents/carers and residents, a summary of these responses is included at appendix 2.  This is an unusually low response in comparison with previous primary school proposals.
2. Comments Regarding the Consultation Response
2.1. Overall responses from consultees are supportive of the new school proposal going ahead.
2.2. Residents concerns around the development of the new school building and playing fields will be addressed as part of the planning process, should the new school proceed, although Children’s Services and the consultants appointed to design and deliver the school are likely to be asked to conduct further pre-application consultations with the local community and other interested parties once a draft design for the school has been drawn up, in order to accord with the city council’s adopted Statement of Community Involvement.  When the planning application is submitted, the local planning authority will also consult local residents on the proposals and written comments received will be reported to elected members on the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel before a decision is made.  We also intend to hold a drop in event when the application is submitted to answer any questions residents may have.
3. The New School Site

3.1. Members may recall that in order to secure a site of a sufficient size to accommodate the new school, it is necessary to acquire land adjacent to Lewis Street.  To date two of the 7 acquisitions have been completed – Hair Razors and the site of the Golden Cross Pub.  Negotiations are ongoing with the remaining owners/businesses of Equipe Tyre Autos, Taffy’s Tyres, Cosmo Bingo (carpark), the vacant garage on Lewis Street and a rent charge.
3.2. Possession of 2 other areas will need to be obtained to facilitate the new school (Barton Athletic Club and the community garden).  Discussions are ongoing with Barton Athletic Club (Shackladys Gym) re options for relocation.  The city council legal team are in discussion with the current occupier of the community garden, with a view to possession being returned to the council in full.  
3.3. Members may recall that Lewis Street School is included in the Council’s Local List of Buildings, Structures and Features of Architectural, Archaeological or Historic Interest – and is protected by Policy CH8 of the city council’s adopted Unitary Development Plan.  From a planning perspective the local listed status is a ‘material planning consideration’ and will be taken into account in determining whether to grant planning permission for clearance of the site and construction of a new school.  Children’s Services were therefore advised by Sustainable Regeneration to commission a piece of work regarding the practicability of re-use/extension of the existing Lewis Street school buildings to provide suitable educational facilities, rather than a redevelopment of the site.  The outcome of this exercise is agreement in principle with Sustainable Regeneration, that there is a case that can be made for not being able to retain the Locally Listed Lewis Street buildings.  Some further work on this will be required prior to submission of a planning application, and there will be a need for ongoing close co-operation between Planning and Children’s Services in preparing a brief for the development of a new school to ensure that it genuinely overcomes the problems of the existing building and makes a positive contribution to the appearance of the neighbourhood.
4. Statutory Process and Timescale
	Schools
	School Organisation Process
	Consultation

	
	
	1  Report to Cabinet to consider outcome of consultation and authorisation to publish notices.


	Cabinet meeting – 25 May 2010

	
	
	2  Cabinet decision and call in.


	2 June 2010

	
	
	3  Publication of linked statutory notices for closure of Lewis Street and Christ Church and the new VC CE primary school.
	10 June 2010 

	
	
	4  6 week representation period ends.


	23 July 2010 

	
	
	5  The LA is the decision maker and will consider any objections and comments received and will determine the proposal within 2 months of the end of the representation period.
	24 August 2010 


5. Recommendation
5.1. That Cabinet approves the publication of the public notice to close Lewis Street Community and Christ Church Voluntary Aided Primary Schools and establish a new 420 place voluntary controlled primary school and children’s centre hub on the extended Lewis Street site, by September 2014.
