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	TITLE: 
Joint Action Plan of the Salford PCT Oral Health Strategy


	RECOMMENDATIONS:  That Salford City Council endorse the jointly developed Action Plan with Salford PCT that is an integral part of the PCT’s Oral Health Strategy to improve oral health of people in Salford 


	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Staff of Salford PCT and Salford City Council have worked together to develop a plan for promoting oral health. The aims are intrinsically linked to the PCTs and City Council’s goals of securing Health and Wellbeing for all Salford residents. The fundamental aim is to reduce the prevalence of dental decay, especially in young children. A key objective of the Joint Plan seeks to ensure that all those working with families give consistent messages and all opportunities are used to promote a healthy diet, effective oral hygiene and access to dental services.


	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:    Joint Action Plan of the Salford PCT Oral Health Strategy
(Available for public inspection)


	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  



	SOURCE OF FUNDING:  



	COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
  Provided by:  
2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
  Provided by:  
3. PROPERTY:  
4. HUMAN RESOURCES:  


	CONTACT OFFICER:
Julie Higgins, Director of Public Health, Jill Baker, Strategic Director, Children’s Services, Tom McDonald, Interim Director, Community Health and Social Care


	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  All


	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:    (check) Every Child Matters



	DETAILS:

1. Introduction and Background

In September 2008 the Trust Board of Salford PCT approved a new Oral Health Strategy.

      1.1
Since 1st April 2006 PCTs have been responsible for commissioning NHS dental and oral health promotion services. The new contract between PCTs and high street dentists should enable the service provided to be tailored to the needs of the population.

1.2 The oral health strategy builds on the national oral health action plan – “Choosing Better Oral Health, DH 2005. In order to deliver the aims of this plan, Salford PCT is describing a plan for local dentistry both for high street and directly provided PCT dental services (PCT-DS). Staff of Salford PCT and Salford City Council have worked together to develop a plan for promoting oral health. 

1.3 Salford PCT Oral Health Strategy now incorporates a joint Action Plan between the PCT and Salford City Council. The joint Action Plan is appended and approval is sought from Cabinet.
2. Aims of the Oral Health Strategy
2.1 The strategic imperative is to redirect action on oral health from treatment to prevention.    The aims of this strategy, over the next five years, are given below. These aims are intrinsically linked to the PCTs and City Council’s goals of securing Health and Wellbeing for all Salford residents as well as Salford PCTs Primary Care Commissioning Strategy 2007/2008 – 2017/2018.  The aims of the strategy are to:

· Reduce the prevalence of dental decay, especially in young children

· Reduce inequalities in dental decay prevalence and uptake services

· Ensure access to urgent, out of hours and elective care is available to all

· Provide evidence informed care according to identified needs

· Promote choice by service users by ongoing consultation and engagement

· Commissioning and provision of modern, primary dental care services

· Ensure that key preventive messages and actions are delivered

      2.2
The Oral Health Strategy describes how close we are to obtaining these aims now, and what we will need to do in the future.

3. Action Plan

      3.1 Salford’s Oral Health Needs are described and indicate that Salford children and adults           experience significant health inequalities. The needs assessment and service review suggest that action is required on the following themes.

· Build on the effective implementation of the new dental contract and monitor performance

· Place improving oral health as an integral part of the local delivery plan

· Bring evidence based dental services and preventive interventions to Salford

· Ensure that any local programmes are based on appropriate health needs

· Ensure everyone in Salford knows the key preventive messages and actions required to secure and improve oral health
· Improve access and reduce the inequalities in uptake of care across all age groups. 

· Re-orientate services from repair to prevention 

· Commission specialist services closer to home


3.2 The action plan will enable the delivery of the Salford Oral Health Vision and the 13 priorities for action.

Key to the action plan is:

· Developing capability of all those who work with babies and children so that they can promote good oral health

· Focussing on what works, ie those at greatest risk of dental caries – the O-5s in deprived areas, using techniques such as encouraging twice daily toothbrushing with fluoride toothpaste, distribution of fluoride toothpaste and application of fluoride varnish

· Commissioning to reduce health inequalities and meet needs of vulnerable groups through the PCT Directly Provided Services (PCT-DS)

· The development of Clinical Assessment and Treatment Service (CATS) / Dentists with Special Interests (DwSpI) to facilitate the transfer of specialist services into Salford dental primary care

· Fluoridation of drinking water is available to 10% of the population in the UK, mainly in the cities of Birmingham and Newcastle. It has been shown to be highly effective in preventing tooth decay. Adjustment of the level of fluoride in the water to improve dental health has a 60 year history and there is no evidence to show that it is harmful to human health.  It is important to determine if this public health intervention is technically feasible and affordable to provide for the population of Salford.  A regional group has working on all the technical issues and in October 2008, the PCT Board requested the SHA to undertake further research on feasibility. 



	Recommendation

That Salford City Council endorse the jointly developed Action Plan with Salford PCT that is an integral part of the PCT’s Oral Health Strategy to improve oral health of people in Salford 
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