Appendix 7


Consultation with the Students of The Swinton High School on 
1 October 2010
Three standard questions were put to the pupils and the responses were as follows: -

Q1
What do you think is good about the proposal?

	1. 
	It would be a bigger and better school than The Swinton with more and better technology.
	5

	2. 
	The quality of the school.
	1

	3. 
	The new facilities and technology are good.
	2

	4. 
	There is a wide range of facilities
	1

	5. 
	The new school will have modern technology.
	6

	6. 
	The proposed new school is well designed and thought out.
	1

	7. 
	I think that it will be good as there will be more places to access and more activities to take part in.
	1

	8. 
	The new school will have different ways of learning.
	2

	9. 
	The design of the new school.
	1

	10. 
	I think that a new school with new facilities will be good, however, I would prefer to have a new school solely for us.
	1

	11. 
	There will be more resources for learning e.g. outside classroom, pond, garden.
	1

	12. 
	The lessons will be better.
	1

	13. 
	I think that it will be good to merge because some of the futuristic ideas are good for pupils’ education.
	2

	14. 
	We will be able to see old friends currently attending Moorside High School
	3

	15. 
	The new school will have more space.
	3

	16. 
	Intuitive ways of learning.
	1

	17. 
	The new school will have a bigger theatre.
	1

	18. 
	The new school will have better playing fields.
	1


Q2
What concerns do you have about the proposal?

	1. 
	It will cause lots of problems such as noise in the local area.
	1

	2. 
	Peoples may not get along.
	1

	3. 
	Concerns regarding bullying.
	5

	4. 
	The school will be too large and have many pupils - smaller schools are preferred.
	2

	5. 
	This could cause a lot of fuss and might be a little too much to do.
	1

	6. 
	The possibility of there being more than one site.
	1

	7. 
	There will be many more pupils and the public areas will be crowded at the end of lessons.
	4

	8. 
	There will be a longer distance to get to lessons.
	3

	9. 
	It will take longer to get to school.
	2

	10. 
	The new school will be farther away.
	2

	11. 
	Primary school pupils in the same school as high school pupils.
	1

	12. 
	Primary school pupils that attend the proposed new school will be exposed to greater dangers from traffic due to traffic congestion around the East Lancashire Road.
	1

	13. 
	It will be necessary to cross over a busy main road to access sports facilities.
	7

	14. 
	Concerns regarding the danger of the East Lancashire Road – children playing ‘chicken’.
	1

	15. 
	Concerns regarding the dangers of the East Lancashire Road.
	5

	16. 
	Concerns that there will be heavy traffic around the school site.
	6

	17. 
	Concerns regarding access to the school as the East Lancashire Road is already congested due to people commuting to Manchester and local schools.
	2

	18. 
	Concerns regarding parking.
	1

	19. 
	Concerns that teachers who have worked so hard to improve academic standards at The Swinton High School may be made redundant
	4

	20. 
	We will lose feeder schools – too many pupils.
	1

	21. 
	Concerns that siblings will not get a place at the new school and have to attend Buile Hill High School.
	1

	22. 
	Concerns that building too small for the number of pupils.
	5

	23. 
	School standard/community being lost.
	1

	24. 
	Concerns regarding disruption to Year 10/11 pupils.
	2

	25. 
	Disruption to students.
	2

	26. 
	Cost of travel.
	2

	27. 
	There will be a loss of a playing field.
	1

	28. 
	Unfair as some students have to travel to another school.
	1

	29. 
	Maintenance of the school and outdoor grounds.
	1

	30. 
	Segregation (divide) of current students from both schools.
	1

	31. 
	Possible conflict or bullying between the pupils from the two merging schools.
	4

	32. 
	Unfair that pupils have to transfer to another school.
	1

	33. 
	The school has been standing since 1866 and has history, bulldozing it would be getting rid of its history.
	1


Q3
What questions do you have?

	1. 
	Will The Swinton pupils mix with Moorside pupils in lessons?
	1

	2. 
	Will opening and closing times remain the same?
	1

	3. 
	What parts will be open to the public?
	1

	4. 
	Will pupils get chances to meet different people on different days?
	1

	5. 
	Will there be a car park built to accommodate the large amount of vehicles converging onto the site?
	1

	6. 
	Are plans definitely going through?
	1

	7. 
	Will the proposed new school definitely be open by 2013?
	2

	8. 
	What will the school be called?
	1

	9. 
	Where will the playing fields be?
	1

	10. 
	Will the student/teacher ratio be affected?
	1

	11. 
	Will there be a school bus service?
	1

	12. 
	Who will be the headteacher?
	1

	13. 
	Will all pupils be guaranteed a place?
	1

	14. 
	Will the school spirit stay intact?
	1

	15. 
	Will all our siblings be guaranteed a place at the new school?
	1

	16. 
	Will every feeder school pupil be guaranteed a place at the new school?
	1

	17. 
	Why do children leaving some primary schools have to attend Buile Hill?
	1

	18. 
	Why do you want to merge the two schools?
	1

	19. 
	Do we have to have a merged school?
	3

	20. 
	Can we have our own new building?
	1

	21. 
	Will staff lose their jobs?
	1

	22. 
	Could we not have an open plan school just for The Swinton High School pupils?
	1

	23. 
	Will the new school not have too many pupils for the first few years?
	1

	24. 
	Why do we need a new school and why merge?  There is nothing wrong with the schools we have now.
	4

	25. 
	The Swinton is specialist for performing arts, what will happen to the specialist status?
	1

	26. 
	Is ICT going to become the main focus?  i.e. specialist college for the use of IT.
	1

	27. 
	Why can’t our school simply be refurbished?
	1

	28. 
	A small yard helps to socialise students, why spread them out so much?
	

	29. 
	Will some houses nearby be affected?
	1

	30. 
	Will the new school site be safe enough as there will be much more traffic than there currently is around The Swinton High School?
	1

	31. 
	How will you stop the divide between Moorside and The Swinton pupils?
	2

	32. 
	How will it be decided which teachers stay?
	2

	33. 
	What arrangements are in place to make the journey to/from school safe?
	1

	34. 
	How will staff be treated under the proposal?
	1

	35. 
	What provision would be made for pupils to cross the East Lancashire Road?
	1

	36. 
	What would happen to The Swinton High School site?
	1


Consultation with the Students of Moorside High School on 
13 October 2010
Three standard questions were put to the pupils and the responses were as follows: -

Q1
What do you think is good about the proposal?

	1.
	There is a wide range of facilities and a fresh start
	2

	2.
	We will have a better learning environment  (hopefully)
	1

	3.
	Existing problems can be improved
	1

	4.
	Re-unite with friends from primary school and make other friends
	2

	5.
	It will be a bigger school
	2

	6.
	There will be new technology, it will be fresher and more open. More opportunities for learning.
	1

	7.
	There will be a nice new building with new toilets and new facilities/ equipment so pupils will be more interested in learning
	1

	8.
	Very modern and spacious design with more learning facilities. 
	2


Q2
What concerns do you have about the proposal?

	1.
	We have a good reputation, we are fine and settled as we are so why move us? Give the money to the improving schools 
	1

	2.
	Too many children leaving school at the same time.
	2

	3.
	People may not get along, concerns about bullying/fighting/disputes
	6

	4.
	Too many things could go wrong have you truly considered the age range of the pupils?
	1

	5.
	The design and size of the school is more suited to a university and not a high school.
	1

	6.
	This could cause a lot of fuss and might be a little too much to do.
	1

	7.
	The design and all the glass means no privacy.
	1

	8.
	Health and Safety issues with the design i.e. too much glass, too many steps, pond on site.
	2

	9.
	Many pupils will have to get a bus to school, this will impact on traffic in the area.
	1

	10.
	Cost of new uniforms.
	1

	11.
	The disruptions and noise to those properties facing where the new school is to be built.
	1

	12.
	Corridors will be crowded, their will be too many pupils. 
	2

	13.
	Old people memories that went to Moorside will be ruined as they wont be able to see the old school that they went to  and their grandchildren, children etc.
	1

	14.
	We do things differently to The Swinton High so how will decisions be made.
	1

	15.
	Concerns  about year 11 exams and how they will be affected. 
	1

	16.
	The help that will be offered for students with special needs.
	1

	17.
	The affect that a new school will have on Yr 7 pupils because they will have got use to their teachers and then they might not get a job at the new school- this could worry the pupils.
	 1

	18.
	You can pimp a school up all you like but it doesn’t mean it will improve your education, its just a pimped up school.
	1

	19.
	Where will Moorside High school do outdoor activities i.e. sports, sports day, PE etc whilst the new school is being built.
	1

	20.
	Timing – It will affect those pupils taking their GCSE’s than other pupils.
	1

	21.
	People who live faraway may not get a place. 
	1

	22.
	Possible vandalism
	1

	23.
	Not everyone wants change
	1

	24.
	It would be easier to refurbish both schools, this might save money?
	1

	25.
	Open space with mixed year groups and different classes will cause chaos.
	1

	26.
	Safety getting to school
	1


Q3
What questions do you have?

	1.
	Will the noise from the building of the new school affect lessons at Moorside High?
	1

	2.
	What will happen to the old furniture?
	1

	3.
	What will the name of the new school be?
	2

	4.
	Will there be a swimming pool?
	1

	5.
	How will start/finish times change and how many lessons will we have in a day?
	1

	6.
	Will there be arrangements for disabled people, (both mentally and physically) will there be wheel chair ramps?
	1

	7.
	Why don’t you split the £150 million between The Swinton and Moorside High Schools then the schools wouldn’t have to join and they would be better schools 
	2

	8.
	Will there be school buses for the different areas?
	1

	9.
	Will there be a designated school bus?
	1

	10.
	Why is the school bigger than the proposed building?
	1

	11.
	Will classes be mixed straight away? Will there be separate drop-off points?
	1

	12.
	What will you do to help the conflict with both schools?
	1

	13.
	What will happen t the individuality of each school?
	1

	14.
	Will the new school provide laptops?
	1

	15.
	Will there be school buses?
	1

	16.
	Will the new school have lockers?
	1

	17.
	What kind of food will be served in the canteen?
	1

	18.
	Other things that you could consider as part of the new school are: quite rooms, science labs, fish tanks, big library, school gym, swimming pool and a student council office
	1


