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(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

TO CABINET

14TH NOVEMBER 2000

SUBJECT:   DECRIMINALISATION OF PARKING, ENFORCEMENT CONTRACT.

Recommendations:   

1) That subject to a satisfactory presentation, Cabinet give approval for officers to enter in to pre-contract discussions with Central Parking System as the preferred bidder.

2) That subject to satisfactory pre-contract discussions, the Director of Development Services, in conjunction with Lead and Deputy Lead Member for Planning and Development, be authorised, on behalf of the Council to enter in to a five year contract with Central Parking System to provide decriminalised parking services with an option to extend for a further year as defined in the contract documents.
Executive Summary

 This report contains details of the introduction of ‘Decriminalised Parking Enforcement’ within Salford, includes details of the tenders received and outlines past and future progress on the scheme.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM

Peter D Lowe, Group Engineer, Traffic Management, Development Services Directorate,

0161 793 2805,            

peter.lowe@salford.gov.uk
1.0
Decriminalised Parking Enforcement



1.1 The Road Traffic Act 1991 provides for the decriminalisation of most non-endorsable on-street parking

                offences.

In essence this means that local traffic authorities may apply to the Secretary of State for orders decriminalising the offences within their particular area.

As the offences are no longer criminal:

A) Enforcement ceases to be the responsibility of the police and becomes the responsibility of the local traffic authority.

B) Parking attendants place penalty charge notices on vehicles in contravention of waiting restrictions.

C) Penalty charges are civil debts due to the local authority and can be collected through a streamlined version of the civil debt procedure.

D) Motorists may make appeals to an independent adjudicator whose decision is final.

E) The local traffic authority retains the proceeds from the penalty charges which are then used to finance the enforcement and adjudication systems. (Any surpluses must be used for certain other traffic management purposes defined in section 55 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984).

1.2
The main advantages are that local authorities :

Will be able to ensure parking policies are more effective with consequent benefits through improved traffic flow, fewer accidents and a fairer distribution of parking places leading to a more pleasant environment.

Will be able to provide a more responsive parking provision linked to public needs

Will retain revenue from penalty charges.

2.0 
Tenders 

2.1
Eleven companies responded to the expressions of interest advert in the European Journal.

Eight of these companies subsequently submitted written responses to a company evaluation questionnaire of which two were rejected.

This left six companies to be invited to tender.

Of these six, four returned tenders that were subject to further evaluation based on price and quality of bids

Lead Member of Development Services rejected two of these bids in conjunction with the Director of Development Services on 23rd October and the two remaining contractors were invited in for technical interviews on 27th October.

2.2
A preferred bidder has now been identified and it is recommended that the City of Salford enter in to pre-contract discussions with them.

2.3
Two companies withdrew from the tender process namely Legion Car Parks and APCOA citing an unrealistic tender period and too much work on, respectively as the reasons for withdrawing.

2.4
The four remaining companies are listed alphabetically and tenders listed in ascending order were received as follows:

Central Parking System

Euro Car Parks

National Car Parks Limited

TFM Contract Services Ltd

2.5
Tender No.
              Amount
*
Quality
         *=annual base tender rate, index linked


                                                   £

Rating

      1

              1,007,507 12
      1

      2 


1,080,324.83               2

      3

    
1,162,496.32               3

      4


1,358,283.83               4

2.6
Central Parking System submitted the lowest priced bid and following subsequent evaluation scored as number one in the quality rating as shown above. As a result of further technical scrutiny they have now been identified as the preferred bidder.

3.0
Future Progression

3.1
The date for the introduction of the service on site is 2nd April 2001 (subject to granting of the Powers by DETR).

3.2
DETR have stated that it is expected that the powers will be granted to the City of Salford in February 2001 following approval from the Secretary of State.

3.4
The contract needs a lead in time of 12 weeks minimum and therefore requires letting by the end of December 2000, which is prior to the granting of powers in February 2001.

3.5
The pre-contract discussions will ensure that the contract will be let on a no risk basis to the City of Salford in case the powers are not granted which would nullify the need for the contract.

3.6
The DETR have stated that of the previous 24 Authorities granted the powers all but one had let the contract in advance, owing to timescales involved, as the Secretary of State is actively encouraging the adoption of the powers by local authorities and has yet to refuse an application.

Councillor Ben Wallsworth

Lead Member Planning and Development

