CABINET MEETING
9th July, 2003

Meeting commenced:
9.35 a.m.
“
ended:
 fillin "end time" 9.44 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors  Connor, Hinds, Lea, Lancaster and Sheehy
(Councillors Devine, Morris and Wallsworth also attended)

369. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus, Mann and Wallsworth.

370.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS



The minutes of the meetings held on 17th and 25th June, 2003, were signed by the Chairman as correct records.

371.
PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL STRATEGY AND POLICY, 2003
Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, submitted a report (a) indicating that, following the introduction by H.M. Government of a Regulatory Reform Order in 2002, local authorities were required to adopt and publish a local Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy by 18th July, 2003 and (b) containing details of a draft City of Salford Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the draft City of Salford Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy and Policy, as contained in appendices 1 and 2, respectively, of the abovementioned report, be adopted.



(2) THAT, subject to appropriate scrutiny and consultation, the Lead Member for Housing be authorised to approve amendments to the Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy, including the introduction of new forms of assistance.



(3) THAT the draft City of Salford Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy Action Plan, as contained in appendix 3 to the abovementioned report, be adopted.



(4) THAT a report reviewing the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy be submitted for consideration to the Cabinet within the next twelve months; and that the Strategy be reviewed regularly thereafter.

372.
LETTINGS POLICY - NEW PROSPECT HOUSING LIMITED
Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, submitted a report on the Lettings Policy that contained the principles on which New Prospect Housing Limited let properties on behalf of the Council; and he referred to the following issues on this matter:-


(a) That this was only an interim report

(b)  Further review of governance and management of stock

(c)  No reference to sustainable communities

(d)  No reference to national mobility

(e)  Concerns that all properties were being referred to the property shop

(f)   Apparent surplus stock and people unable to get re-housed

(g)  Further report in due course on the issues raised

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the policy being applied by New Prospect Housing Limited be approved in its present form, as a first phase, in a move to a City of Salford - 'Access to Housing' service, with an underpinning, cross tenure and provider policy which increases choice for all customers and aims to create a common 'interest in housing' register with a single 'access system'.



(2) THAT it be noted that some elements of the policy, including the age banding of certain properties, handling of former tenants arrears and the practice of 'deferring' applications from some applicants, remain under review in the move towards a 'full' choice based lettings system.

373.
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF CITY LEISURE AND SPORTS DEVELOPMENT
Councillor Ben Wallsworth, on behalf of the Lead Member for Arts and Leisure, submitted a report on the culmination of the Best Value Review of City Leisure and Sports Development, which also served as the new Sports and Health Strategy and the framework for the "not for profit" leisure organisation (Salford Community Leisure).


RESOLVED:
THAT the Final Report and Service Improvement Plan and the new Sport Health Strategy, in respect of City Leisure and Sports Development, be approved.

374.
HOMELESS STRATEGY, 2003/06

Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, submitted a report on, together with a copy of, the Homeless Strategy that was required to be published by 30th July, 2003.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Homeless Strategy be approved in its current, final draft format.




(2) THAT it be noted that amendments to the Homeless Strategy will included changes to presentation and the format of the Delivery Plan, in order to link it more closely with the Corporate format whilst following the guidance of the Homeless Directorate and retaining its relevance as a working plan for Homeless Services in Salford.




(3) THAT the Lead Member for Housing Services be authorised to approve the amendments referred to in (2) above; and that the Housing Strategy be endorsed with a personal statement by that Lead Member prior to its submission to the Homeless Directorate.
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