CABINET
9th October, 2007

Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
9.40 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Connor, Hinds, Lancaster, M. Lea and Warner
(Councillors Hunt and Potter, Executive Support Members were also in 
attendance)

34.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus, Mann, Joe Murphy and Warmisham.

35.
MINUTES OR PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September, 2007, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

36.
ABOLITION OF SCHOOL ORGANISATION COMMITTEE
Cabinet considered a joint report of the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services and Children Services relating to the changes required following the abolition of School Organisation Committees from 25th May, 2007, under the Education and Inspections Act 2006.

The report identified the new requirements and options which had been considered across Greater Manchester Authorities.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT -

(a) Subject to (2) and (3) below, Cabinet determine individual statutory proposals for making changes to schools;

(b) All Cabinet Members and Executive Support Member be provided with the necessary training, must undertake training before serving on the committee; and



(2) THAT the Lead Member for Children’s Services be empowered;


(a)
to determine any published statutory proposals for making changes to schools which do not generate objections during the 4 or 6 week representation period, or which generate objections that are subsequently resolved to the satisfaction of the objectors and withdrawn in writing (non-contentious proposals). 


(b)
to determine modifications to non-contentious proposals already approved, either by the Local Authority, the former School Organisation Committee (SOC) or by the Lead Member himself.




(3) THAT the Strategic Director of Children’s Services be empowered;


(a)
to object or comment during the representation period, on behalf of the Local Authority, in respect of proposals published by school governing bodies, or other promoters.


(b)
in cases where required, to refer published proposals to the adjudicator for determination (e.g. where the Local Authority itself is a proposer of a new school).


(c)
in cases of foundation proposals published by the governing body of a maintained school to require the governing body to refer the proposals to the adjudicator for determination.


(d)
in cases of foundation proposals determined by the governing body of a voluntary aided school to require the proposals to be referred to the adjudicator for re-determination.
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