CABINET
10th March, 2009 

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
10.55 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Connor, Lancaster, Mann, Joe Murphy, Warner and Warmisham

(Councillor Ryan Executive Support Member was also in attendance)

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus and Hinds. 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.
3.
WELCOME TO STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR COMMUNITY, HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Cabinet Members gave a cordial welcome to Susan Lightup, newly appointed Strategic Director for Community, Health and Social Care.

4.
WALKDEN HIGH SCHOOL – BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE

Cabinet acted as decision maker in respect of this matter.  


Members considered a detailed report of the Strategic Director for Children’s Services in respect of proposals of the City Council to rebuild Walkden High School increasing the capacity of the school by 275 pupils to 1500.  


The report contained details of the background to the development of the proposed scheme and the statutory process that had been undertaken in order for the City Council to make a decision in respect of this matter.  Specific reference was made and information was received in respect of the factors to be considered by the decision maker in respect of:

· The satisfaction of the decision maker that the published notice proposal to a larger school complied with statutory requirements and now contained in the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and in subordinate legislation, principally in section 5, parts 1 and 2 of the School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintain Schools) Regulations 2007.
· That the statutory consultation with regard to the proposed enlargement had been carried out prior to the publication of the notice.  Details of that consultation had been presented to Cabinet on 11th September, and were contained within the details of the Council’s proposal to Appendix 2.

· The decision maker considerd whether the enlargement proposal related to any of the published proposals and was indicated that this proposal was not linked to any of the proposals requiring publication under the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and accordingly the decision maker was not required to consider any related proposals.  

The report further indicated that subject to being satisfied on the above points the decision maker must make the decision in accordance with the following statutory guidance issued by the Secretary of State, containing details of the factors that should be taken into account, namely:

· The effects on standards in school improvement.

· Diversity.

· Every child matters.

· Equal opportunity issues.

· The need for places (i) additional places, (ii) expansion of successful and popular schools.

· The schools performance.

· The number of applications for places.

· Travel and accessibility for all.

· The views of other interested parties.


The Strategic Director for Children’s Services submitted evidence in respect of all the above matters in order to provide evidence and information for Cabinet  to determine whether they were satisfied in respect of each of the above issues. 

The report also contained details of the types of decision that could be made by the decision maker, namely:

· To reject the proposals.

· To approve the proposals.

· Approve the proposals with a modification (e.g. the school opening date) or approve the proposals subject to them meeting a specific condition.  In respect of Walkden High School the report indicated that there was a specific condition relating to the granting of planning permission under Part 3 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and the decision maker set a date in order to meet the proposed deadlines for the scheme and planning permission be granted under the said Act to be  by no later than 1st October, 2009.


RESOLVED:
THAT the proposal to rebuild Walkden High School increasing the capacity of the school by 275 pupils to a total of 1500 be approved subject to planning permission being granted by no later than 1st October, 2009, and in accordance with the guidance issued by the Secretary of State for Department for Children and Schools and Families.  

5.
MOORSIDE AND SWINTON HIGH SCHOOLS BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE

The Strategic Director for Children’s Services submitted a report on proposals for the replacement of Moorside High School and the Swinton High School as part of the Building Schools for the Future Programme.  

The report contained details of the consultation process which had been carried out with regard to the abovementioned proposals which had been approved by Cabinet on 25th November, 2008.  The report contained details of the responses to the consultations which had been submitted and provided details of the proposals under the Education and Inspections Act 2006 to create a new school for competition.


The report also made reference to the statutory process and timescale which now needed to be carried out to allow for the publication of the notices and a further consultation process to be carried out.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Cabinet note the responses of the consultation process and proceed with the proposals to publish the notices in respect of the abovementioned schools.




(2) THAT Cabinet approve of the publication of the public notice inviting proposals for a new 1,350 place community high school on the site of the current Moorside High School playing field.




(3) THAT Cabinet approve the Council’s application to the Secretary of State for consent to promote a new community high school and if such consent is granted, agree to the authority publishing that proposal in due course, together with any other competition proposals received by the authority.



(4) THAT Cabinet approve the proposals to close Moorside High School and the Swinton High School such proposals to be published jointly with any new competition proposals for the new community high school, including any proposal brought forward by the Local Authority itself.

6.
IRWELL CITY PARK

Members gave consideration to a report for the Lead Member for Planning relating to the Meadows -Irwell City Park.  

The report contained details of the background to the development, proposed master plan for the Meadows and the projected financial costs and funding bodies in relation to the project.  


Members commented on the detail of the report and the implications with the Salford University Master Plan and the potential revenue consequences that could affect the City Council through the proposed development in future years.


RESOLVED:
THAT the scheme be approved in principle and a further report on the revenue consequences and detailed designs be submitted to Cabinet at a future date and it be noted that funding for the scheme would be met from the Central Salford URC Business Plan for 2009/2010.

7.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

8.
MANCHESTER AIRPORT






(Paragraph 3)


Members considered a joint report of the Chief Executive and City Treasurer containing outline proposals of Manchester Airport Group proposal to expand its business activity in accordance with the business plan.  The report indicated that approval of the shareholders was required to this course of action and delegated authority was sought to take appropriate decisions on their proposals at the shareholders’ meeting to be held on 24th March, 2009.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Cabinet note the proposals as detailed in the report now submitted.




(2) THAT Cabinet delegate the Deputy Leader of his nominee following consultation with the Leader, Chief Executive and City Treasurer, authority to act on behalf of the Council in Manchester Airport Group Shareholders’ Committee or general meeting as the case may be to approve or otherwise the basis for submission of the final bid referred to in the report now submitted and to agree or otherwise to any resolution connected to the bid or its funding and to vote accordingly.




(3) THAT Cabinet delegate to the Chief Executive, following consultation with the City Treasurer, authority to approve the terms for restructuring the outstanding loans made under the facility agreement dated 31st March, 1994, as referred to in the report now submitted and pursuant to this delegation to authorise the City Solicitor to complete all necessary legal formalities to give effect of this approval and that this decision be exempt from “call in “ on the basis that the matter was urgent and any delay would be likely to be seriously prejudicial to the interest of the residents of Salford and the City Council.  
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