CABINET
10th June, 2008 

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
10.20 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Connor, Hinds, Lancaster, M. Lea, Joe Murphy, Warmisham and Warner


(Councillor Potter, Executive Support Member, was also in attendance)

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus and Mann.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no interests declared.

3.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th May, 2008, were approved as a correct record.

4.
SALFORD ALCOHOL STRATEGY

Members gave consideration to the Salford Alcohol Strategy which was a strategy to set out how the City and its partners plan to tackle alcohol misuse over the next three years.  The report indicated that the draft strategy  had been developed in consultation with a range of partners and some  of the main aims of the were to reduce harm caused by alcohol, including harm associated with crime, health, the economy and family and social networks.  


The main objectives of the strategy were as follows:-

· To ensure that those who drink alcohol in Salford are able to do so safely and responsibly.

· To reduce the impact of alcohol on ill health and life expectancy.

· To reduce the impact of alcohol related crime and anti-social behaviour.

· To reduce the harm caused to children and young people by alcohol use.


The report also indicated that the  draft strategy had been widely circulated to ensure all stakeholders had had an opportunity to be involved in the consultation process.  In addition, the draft strategy contained a detailed action plan identifying the individual  agency responsible for carrying out the actions related to the draft  strategy.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the alcohol strategy now submitted be approved and adopted.

5.
POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CHANGE REQUIRED TO REDUCE ALCOHOL RELATED HARM

In connection with Minute 4 above Cabinet gave consideration to  the recommendations of the Cabinet Working Party on Alcohol held in May, 2008, in relation to the proposed policy and legislative changes which the Council would like to see to assist the City and its partners in reducing alcohol related harm.  The Cabinet Working Party agreed that the key areas where policy and legislative change should be made are:-
· Pricing, promotions and advertising.

· Licensing Act 2003 process of reusing appeals.

· Training for licensees.

· Investment in prevention and treatment services.


In submitting the report the Lead Member for Crime and Disorder referred to the need to change policy in relation to the above areas to support the City Council and its partners in achieving the outcomes of the previously agreed Alcohol Strategy.  Cabinet Members stated that a substantial part of the success of the strategy would need to  link to changes in legislation to enable to reduce the availability of alcohol across communities.


RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations of the report be agreed;and shared with the relevant organisations such as LACORS, the Local Government Association and Government Office North West.

6.
MAJOR ADAPTATIONS REPORT

RESOLVED:
THAT this matter be considered at the next meeting of Cabinet. 

7.
PROPOSED POST OFFICE CLOSURES

The Leader reported on notifications he had received in respect of closures which may affect post office services within the City.  


RESOLVED:
THAT a full report be submitted to a Cabinet meeting in respect of this matter and arrangements be made for a meeting between the Leader, Deputy Leader and the Chair of the Post Office.
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