CABINET
13th November, 2001

Meeting commenced:
  9.37 a.m.
"
ended:
10.18 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds - in the Chair

Councillors Connor, Merry, Sheehy, Warmisham and Warner
(Councillors S. Miller, J. Murphy and Witkowski also attended)

31.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus, Lancaster, Lea and Mann.

32.
HIGHWAY WEED CONTROL IN REAR PASSAGEWAYS
A joint report of the Lead Members for Development Services, Environmental Services and Housing Services was submitted in respect of proposals to improve the weed control service in the City.


RESOLVED:
THAT, as recommended in the report, additional funding be made available from the general fund to improve the weed control service in the City.

33.
WINTER SERVICE PLAN, 2001/02
A joint report of the Lead Members for Development Services and Environmental Services was submitted in respect of the Winter Service Plan for 2001/02.


RESOLVED:
THAT the abovementioned plan be approved; and that the proposed future service improvements, as referred to therein, be noted.

34.
FITNESS SUITE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Councillor Eddie Sheehy, Lead Member for Arts and Leisure, submitted a report on proposals for the development and expansion of fitness suites in the City Leisure facilities.


RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations contained in the report, as appended to these minutes, be approved.

35.
SCHOOL ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS, 2002/03
A report of the Lead Member for Education was submitted in respect of school admission arrangements for 2002/03.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the admission arrangements for community and controlled schools, as set out in the appendices to the report, now submitted, be approved; and that the Director of Education and Leisure consider expanding the explanation of how distance is measured so as to clarify that it is taken from the centre of the school to the centre of the child's house.



(2) THAT the following be noted:- (a) the concern of the governors of Moorside High School about the falling number of pupils in the four feeder primary schools, (b) that this forecast reduction and over-subscription at feeder High Schools would be addressed by the LEA in the Autumn Term and (c) governing bodies will be consulted on options.



(3) THAT, for the reasons indicated below, the amendments put forward by the governing bodies of the following schools be not approved; and that the Director of Education and Leisure be asked to give the Forum Members a full explanation of the circumstances which gave rise to the suggested SAN for the Albion High School:-

School
Reason for not accepting the proposal


Broadoak Primary School - suggested that Walkden High School be added to the list of schools to which pupils from Broadoak may normally transfer 
As (a) pupils are initially allocated a place at either Moorside or Wentworth High Schools dependent upon their home address and (b) the issue of feeder primary and over-subscription at feeder High Schools will be addressed in the Autumn Term it would not be appropriate to review the arrangements for pupils transferring to High Schools from this school.

Christchurch C.E. Primary School - would prefer their Standard Admission Number (SAN) to be 30
It would not be appropriate to increase this school's SAN to 30 as (a) a remeasurement of the school has indicated that the SAN should be 28 and (b) nearby schools have surplus places.

Albion High School - felt that the SAN of 200 was too high for the Mesnefield Road site to accommodate
The SAN of 200 for each year group is based upon proposals approved by the Secretary of State for Education - the school governors did not express reservations about this number when the statutory notice was published.  Whilst the Forum was sympathetic to the concerns of the governors about the difficulties of the school in coping with this number, it was considered that a reduction would not enable parental preference to be fulfilled.



Buile Hill High School - concern that the proposed arrangements did not give parental choice and also a request that parents be informed immediately of vacancies if they occur after an appeal for entrance to the school has failed.
It would not be appropriate to respond to the concern of this governing body that the proposed admission arrangements do not give parental choice nor to the suggestion that it be amended to require notification of any vacancies to be given to parents whose appeals are unsuccessful if such arise after the appeal because -

· parents already have the right to express a preference for the High School which they would like their child to attend;

· the LEA has a duty to comply with such a preference subject to the availability of places at the school; and

· there was already a procedure for the re-allocation of places which arose at over-subscribed schools and which applied to all pupils on the waiting list.



(4) THAT, in accordance with section 91 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and with a view to preserving the denominational nature of the schools, arrangements be entered into to allow the following schools to admit only Roman Catholic children:-

2001/02
St. Gilbert's R.C. Primary School.

St. Mary's R.C. Primary School (Swinton).

St. Philip's R.C. Primary School.

St. Joseph's R.C. Primary School (Irlam).

2002/03
Holy Cross and All Saints R.C. Primary School.



(5) THAT, in accordance with section 91 of the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 and with a view to preserving the denominational nature of the schools, arrangements be entered into to allow the schools listed below to limit the intake of non-Roman Catholic children as indicated:-

School
Intake of non-Roman Catholic pupils


St. Boniface R.C. Primary School
1% of total admission number.

SS. Peter and John R.C. Primary School
10% of total admission number in each year group.

St. Patrick's R.C. High School
0.5% of total admission number.



(6) THAT the making of the undermentioned addition to the admission criteria for St. Boniface R.C. Primary School, so as to bring it into line with the LEA criteria, be approved:-

"A place in the nursery class does not guarantee a place in the reception class which is the beginning of formal education.

If admission to the reception stage is not oversubscribed then all children in the nursery will be offered a place.

If it is oversubscribed then the admission criteria will need to be re-applied for entry of the reception class".



(7) THAT the Council be recommended to amend the Scheme of Delegation so as to authorise the Lead Member for Education to reach a decision on recommendations for school admission arrangements arising from the School Local Admissions Forum.

36.
CHILDREN'S HEALTH CARE
Councillor Connor, Lead Member for Community and Social Services, submitted a report on a proposed response from the Council in respect of the Health Authorities of Greater Manchester's document entitled, "Children's Health Care - Shaping the Future."


RESOLVED:
THAT the response, as set out in the report, be approved.

37.
BRENTNALL PRIMARY SCHOOL
A report of the Lead Member for Education was submitted in respect of the relocation of Brentnall Primary School to a new site.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the proposed relocation of Brentnall Primary School to a new site on Northumberland Street, Salford 7, be noted.



(2) THAT the publication of a statutory Notice to reduce the Standard Admission Number of Brentnall Primary School from 52 to 25 be approved.

38.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

39.
MANCHESTER AIRPORT P.L.C.
(The Chairman indicated that he had agreed that this item, which had not been included in the agenda for the meeting, should be considered as a matter of urgency by reason of special circumstances, i.e. it had arisen since the agenda was produced and it was necessary for an early decision to be made thereon).


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the existing leases to Manchester Airport p.l.c. ("the Airport


Company") of land and buildings at the Airport be varied to establish a new basis for


reviewing the rents payable by the Airport Company under which, in place of a rent reviewed on the capital value method, there would be substituted a rent reviewed on a basis which reflects two elements, i.e. -


(i)
the rental values of land and buildings at the Airport; and


(ii)
the turnover of the Airport Company's core airport business.



(2) THAT the new rent arrangements will come into effect from 1st April, 2001.




(3) THAT the total rent payable under the leases from 1st April, 1996 to


31st March, 2001, will be as follows:-


(This part of the resolution contains exempt information, and is not, therefore, available


for public inspection).



(4) THAT Manchester City Council be and hereby is authorised to take such steps as may be appropriate to give effect to the above.

Appendix

(See Minute 34)

Extract from the report of the referred to in Minute 34 

   “Recommendations

The following recommendations are based on the need to meet the strategic aims of the City Council within the 6 pledges, namely to improve the health and fitness of the residents of the City and to maximise the use of key resources within the City. In addition the facilities will impact in making “Stronger Communities”, “Supporting young people” and in “making Salford safer”.

This development will introduce high quality health and fitness provision across the entire city and generate a projected additional income of £112,082 per annum.  It will resurrect otherwise underused or redundant areas in our facilities and offer additional employment prospects (45 staff across the programme) and healthy lifestyle options to the people of Salford.

An item common to all the projects is the simultaneous introduction of a membership scheme in partnership with MCA.  It is recommended that this scheme be introduced to all current suites and in tandem with the introduction of further suites. This is seen as central to the overall success of the programme and involves no up-front costs. Also to remind you that all our income projections have been based on a 30% take up of direct debit although the national average is 50%.

With regard to proposed physical improvements and equipment to be introduced to the centres the most financially viable proposals, based on the information available, is to proceed with the development using a combination of FDP and income share.

Detailed below is a summary of the proposals within the overall programme:

Fit City Eccles 

Through a facility development partnership with Life Fitness expand the current fitness suite as detailed earlier.

Fit City Pendlebury

Through a facility development partnership with Life Fitness expand the current fitness suite as detailed earlier.

Fit City Broughton

Through a facility development partnership with Life Fitness expand the current fitness suite as detailed earlier.

Fit City Ordsall

Through an income share arrangement with Life Fitness expand the current fitness suite as detailed earlier.

Fit City Clarendon

Through an income share arrangement with Life Fitness expand the current fitness suite as detailed earlier.

Fit City Worsley

Through a facility development partnership with Life Fitness expand the current fitness suite as detailed earlier.

Fit City Broughton Pool

Through a facility development partnership with Life Fitness expand the current fitness suite as detailed earlier.

Fit City Irlam

Install computerised management point of sale systems through MCA Systems.

Fit City Cadishead

Install computerised management point of sale systems through MCA Systems.

Membership management

With MCA Systems introduce a direct debit and membership management systems at all nine centres.”
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