CABINET
14th December, 2010


Meeting commenced:
11.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.18 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Connor, Hinds, Lancaster, Morris, Murphy and Warmisham  

(Councillor Mashiter Executive Support Member was also in attendance)


1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus and Boshell.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared 

3.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS



The minutes of the meeting held on the 9th November were approved as a correct record.

4.
THE PLAYBUILDER PROGRAMME
The Lead Member for Children's Services submitted a report containing details of proposals of the Salford 2010/11 Capital Playbuilder Programme following the re-allocation of a reduced amount of capital funding from the Department of Education.

The report reminded Members of the previous decision Cabinet had made on 13th April, identifying 11 sites for development across the City using £598,954.00 of Playbuilder Capital Grant.   

On 16th June and the 20th October 2010 respectively correspondence was received by the Council and the Secretary of State for Education advising firstly that the revenue element of the Playbuilder Grant (£18,374.00) had been withdrawn secondly that the capital allocation for Playbuilder Scheme reduced to £374,346.00. 

The report set out in detail alternative options following the changes in funding now available.   

Members commented on the implications of reduced funding in terms of health for young people and social impacts of reduced opportunities for interactive play.     The Lead Member of Children's Services responded by supporting Cabinet Members' views on such issues and indicated that she that to a reduced amount of funding the scheme needed to reduce from 11 proposed sites to 6 sites across the City.
RESOLVED:
  THAT  (1) the Playbuilder Scheme be reduced from 11 proposed sites to 6 in response to a reduction in Playbuilder Capital grant funding from the Department for Education to £374,346.00.





   (2) the agreed six proposed sites be as follows;-
· Eccles Recreation Ground

· Peel Park Little Hulton

· Princes Park

· Moorside Park

· Clowes Park

· Brookhouse Playing fields

(3) £30,000 of the Playbuilder 2010 capital funding be 
contributed to the capital project to develop an inclusive outdoor play area at Springwood Special school for children with disabilities and their families.

(4) to approve an ongoing revenue commitment by the City Council 

to maintain the Springwood play area to a maximum of £10,000.00 per annum.

5.
THE NORTH WEST EVERGREEN FUND
The Leader submitted a report containing details of the purpose of the establishment of a North West Evergreen Fund to act as an urban development fund in accordance with the funds investment strategy. 
The report indicated that the Evergreen Fund was a cocktail of funding which had secured £50M worth of ERDF funding and £50M from the North West Development Agency which was to be split between Merseyside and the rest of the North West. Greater Manchester  would have available £20M-£30M for initial projects to be delivered by December 2015.
He further indicated that emphasis on selecting projects on which investment could be made within the specified timescales and was dispersed from Evergreen Projects by December 2014 to be spent by December 2015.    He stated that the total fund was potentially circa £350M the fund would incorporate AGMA authorities.   A specific reference to the benefits to the Salford City Council through the Fund would initially be in the Central of Salford area and it was hoped that Salford would have projects for consideration across the City in the future stages of fund .He stated  that   considerable work was being undertaken with  existing partner in the private sector to develop potential projects and schemes that could be funded through this programme.    

Members of Cabinet commented on the opportunities that would be available through the scheme for regeneration at a time when public sector funding was being withdrawn by central government.

Specific reference was made to clarity with regard to the governance arrangements the operation of the scheme through AGMA.    

The Leader of the Council reported that he would make the governance arrangements available for Cabinet to ensure that information was reported back to Cabinet for them to be aware of how decisions were being made and what projects would be considered as part of the programme.     

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Cabinet approve the proposal to establish the North West Evergreen Fund to act as the areas urban development fund in accordance with the fund's investment strategy 

(2) The City Council becoming a limited partner in the North West 
Evergreen Fund Limited Partnership.

(3) The City Council become a shareholder in the North West Evergreen Fund and general partner for the City Council's annual contribution towards the operating costs of the fund and delegate to appropriate officers as indicated below in consultation with the Leader of the Council of the following;-

· The Chief Executive to nominate from time to time an officer of the City Council to act as the City Council's partner representative at the end of the partnership meeting

· that the Chief Executive and City Treasurer to negotiate and approve the final terms of the agreements necessary to implement the proposals and authorise the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services or his nominated legal representative to arrange for the execution of the final agreement on behalf of the City Council and 

· that in order to meet the timescales for the North West Region Development Fund that this matter be not subject to call in. 

6.
FIXED ANNUAL REPORT AND SALFORD ADULT SAFEGUARDING BOARD

The Lead Member for Community Services and Health submitted a report containing detailed CQC Annual Audit Safeguarding Report by which the Authority had been judged to be excellent.   

This had resulted in Salford Adult Care Services being given an improved rating for this year placing the Authority in the top performers in England.  She further indicated in the report that this assessment recognises the many cross-policy and practice connections that were being made to ensure adult safeguarding was all partners business.    She indicated that the key features of the service contributing to the excellence rating were as follows;-

· good basic safeguarding systems and recording, giving solid foundations

· staff group who were keen and confident in what they were doing 

· a happy and motivated workforce with professional pride 

· work with the NHS - cutting edge in the cost primary care acute care and mental health

· work with Greater Manchester Police 

· work with Sustainable Regeneration

· good partnership working from critical instant

Members of Cabinet paid tribute to the achievements made by the Service and placed on record their congratulations to all staff involved for delivering such a high quality outcome.

RESOLVED:  THAT Cabinet welcomed the annual report of the Lead Member make arrangements for the report to the Local Strategic Partnership.

7.       EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: that under section 100a(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

8.
SALFORD URC
RESOLVED: the Leader of the Council be given delegated authority to determine matters relating to TUPE regulations in respect of staff currently employed by the Salford URC.
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