CABINET MEETING
15th September, 2004

Meeting commenced:
9.40 a.m.
"
ended:
9.45 a.m. fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Hinds, Lancaster, M. Lea, Mann, Sheehy, Warmisham and Warner

Councillor Clarke also attended

25.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Connor.

26.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 1st September, 2004, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

27.
PARTNERSHIP BOARD FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Councillor John Warmisham, Lead Member for Community and Social Services, submitted a report containing proposals for the establishment of a Partnership Board for Mental Health Services, including details of the proposed role, terms of reference and membership of the Board.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

28.
LOWER BROUGHTON REGENERATION - PROGRESS UPDATE

Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Development Services, submitted a report (a) on the progress made between the City Council and Countryside Strategic Properties plc, following the signing of the Statement of Intent between the two parties in December, 2003, and (b) outlining the proposals for taking forward the regeneration of Lower Broughton.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the progress outlined in the report be noted.




(2) THAT approval be given to continue the local consultation process.




(3) THAT approval be given to complete the development agreement.




(4) THAT appropriate officers report further on:-


(a)
Detailed financial plans and returns to the Council.


(b)
Progress with the masterplan and community consultation process after the September, 2004, consultation event.

29.
HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS - LOCAL SCHEME

Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, submitted a report containing proposals to amend the local scheme for Housing and Council Tax Benefits in relation to War Pensions and War Widows Pensions.


RESOLVED:
THAT the amount of income disregarded from War Pensions and War Widow Pensions be increased from 70% to 100% with effect from September, 2004, and backdated to 1st April, 2004.

30.
LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE AGREEMENT (LPSA)

Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, submitted a report (a) on the expected final positions of the Council’s LPSA targets, (b) how the LPSA reward grant will be allocated given projected performance levels and (c) a comparison with the other local authorities that were in the same round of LPSA negotiations as the Council.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that Directors undertake their best efforts to achieve their respective LPSA targets.

31.
BUDGET SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, submitted a report of the Chairman of the Budget Scrutiny Committee, in respect of the meeting of that Committee held on 1st September, 2004.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.




(2) THAT the Directors of Corporate Services and Strategy and Regeneration submit a joint  report on the issue of English Partnership funding associated with the Housing Market Renewal Fund programme and the implications for the overall capital programme.

