CABINET
23rd February, 2010

Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
9.50 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Connor, Lancaster, Joe Murphy, Smyth, Warmisham and Warner
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mann.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest declared.


Councillor Antrobus indicated that in relation to the matter in Minute 4 below (Building Schools for the Future Phase 2 Revised Proposals) , as Lead Member for Planning and a Member of the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel he  made no comment or reference on the merit or otherwise of any planning proposals that may result from any schemes that were approved by the Cabinet.

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9TH FEBRUARY, 2010

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th February, 2010, were approved as a correct record.

4.
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE PHASE 2 REVISED PROPOSALS

The Lead Members for Children’s Services and Customer and Support Services submitted a joint report containing details of the proposals for future secondary school organisations in Salford under the Building Schools for the Future Programme. 

 The report indicated that a review of all options was prompted by the decision of the schools adjudicator not to approve the proposal to close St. George’s Roman Catholic High School.  The review had focused on achieving the best possible value for money from the available funding envelope and examined all possible options for a reduction in pupil places from other schools in the City, in order to accommodate the extra St. George’s RC High School places.  

The report indicated that the schools in the programme were examined in conjunction with cross cutting issues against the whole of the programme .

Reference was made in the report that a principle had been adopted that no school would be rebuilt at less than 900 places (incorporating a mix of 3 to 16, 11 to16 and 11 to 18 establishments across both the community and Roman Catholic sectors).  The purpose of this was to drive efficiencies and maximise sustainability.  The report also contained full details of all proposals in respect of all the High Schools contained in the phase 2 programme.  

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Cabinet approve the following proposals for the remaining phase 2 building schools for the future schools:-


(a)
The Swinton and Moorside High Schools

To recommence the competition process to close both schools and create a 1350 (11 to 16) new PFI school on the current Moorside playing fields and utilising the current Moorside schools site for sports facilities.  In addition, the provision for a new 2 form entry 420 place primary school would be incorporated into the building.


(b)
Wentworth High School

To rebuild elements of Wentworth High School to compliment the parts of the school which had already been rebuilt, a minimum of 750 pupils conclude a Learning Recovery Unit and Provision for Children on the Autistic Spectrum.


(c)
St. Ambrose Barlow Roman Catholic High School

To rebuild St. Ambrose Barlow Roman Catholic High School for 750 pupils (11 to 16), 250 place 16-18 provision on the Wardley site.


(d)
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic High School

To rebuild St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic High School for 900 pupils (as an 11 to 16 PFI school).


(e)
All Hallows Roman Catholic High School

To retain and refurbish/enhance All Hallows Roman Catholic High School on its existing site.


(f)
St. George’s Roman Catholic High School 

To retain, refurbish or enhance St. George’s Roman Catholic High School ighHigh
at its existing capacity of 549 places (11 to 16 provision) on the existing site.

(g)
In respect of proposals (c), (d), (e) and (f)

An approach be made to the schools and the Roman Catholic Diocese to discuss any further options for Roman Catholic secondary education in the City.




(2) (a) delegate the decisions regarding detailed affordability and the delivery of revised BSF proposals to the Lead Member for Children’s Services and the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, 

(b) authorise that any of the City Councils Strategic Directors be nominated as the Councils alternative LEP Director and 

(c) authorise the City Treasurer to issue an updated section 151 officer affordability letter in connection with the revised BSF proposals.



(3) THAT Cabinet note the following:-


(a)
Oasis Academy Media City UK 


Following discussions with the Oasis Community Learning and the Department for Children, Schools and Families and partnerships for schools, Oasis Media City UK would be rebuilt for 900 pupils (11 to 16) with a 250 place post 16 provision on the Salford Quays site.


(b)
Phase 1 School

Construction had commenced on Walkden High School for 1500 pupils and Irlam and Cadishead Community High School for 900 (11 to 16) with a 150 place sixth form to open in 2011.


(c)
ICT Managed Service

The progress made towards implementing the ICT Managed Service for all secondary schools by September, 2010, and the requirement for certainty on all the proposals for the phase 2 BSF schools detailed in the report now submitted.

5.
SINGLE EARLY YEARS FUNDING FORMULA FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS

The Lead Member for Children’s Services submitted a report indicating that the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) had required all Local Authorities to review how they distribute early years funding and to introduce a single funding formula to take effect from April, 2010.  

The single funding formula would fund 15 hours per week for the provision of free early education entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds in the maintained nurseries and nursery classes, private, voluntary and independent early year providers and network childminders.  

The report indicated that there would be transitional arrangements in place to ensure that individual settings were not negatively affected by the introduction of the formula and the Council was proposing to include a minimum funding guarantee within the formula for a transitional period until March, 2012.  The report also indicated that 80% of providers would benefit or be cost neutral on the introduction of the single funding formula and the Local Authority would provide support and guidance to these providers who could potentially be negatively affected at the end of transitional arrangements in April, 2012.  

Councillor Warmisham indicated that the single funding formula would provide an incentive to providers to continue developing the quality of their provision and to offer the free entitlement flexibility, giving parents a choice over how and where the entitlement could be accessed.  He further stated that the single funding formula was being developed in line with legislation guidance release by Her Majesty’s Government.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given for an application to join the Pathfinder programme for early years funding and to approve the single funding formula for implementation from 1st April, 2010.

6.
TRANSFORMING THE STRATEGIC AND OPERATIONAL MANAGEMENT OF CULTURE AND SPORTS SERVICES

The Lead Member for Culture and Sports submitted a report informing Cabinet about work to transform the strategic and operational management of the City’s Culture and Sports Services, which formed part of the Community, Health and Social Care Directorate proposed efficiency savings for 2011.  The report made specific reference to:-

· The background to the proposals.

· The business case for transforming the Strategic and Operational Management of Culture and Sports Services with specific reference to the outcomes  that will be achieved by the Council for the benefit of the  public by changing to this form of operational management.
· Full details of governance and Strategic and Operational Management of Culture and Sports Services to be delivered with (SCL), operating  the new services in accordance with full Council policy all building related assets would be retained in the ownership of the City Council.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to  


(a) the policy to strengthen the City Councils Strategic Management of Culture and Sports Services 

(b) transferring to day to day operational management of the Councils arts, library and museum services to Salford Community Leisure (SCL) and Cabinet  and 


(c) the proposed aims of transforming this service, the respective roles and responsibilities for Culture and Sports Services which would operate under the partnership work between the Council and SCL.

7.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business in accordance with Paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
8.
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE PHASE 2 - PHASE 2 PROPOSALS - INDICATIVE AFFORDABILITY POSITION

The Lead Members for Children’s Services and Customer and Support Services submitted a joint report providing an indicative affordability position on the revised BSF proposals as considered in Minute 4 above.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the indicative affordability position for the revised BSF proposals be noted and the in accordance with the decision as agreed in Minute 4 above 
R:\status\working\admin\omin\cb230210.doc

