CABINET
23rd August, 2011

Meeting commenced:
   9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
10.05  a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Boshell, Connor, Hinds, Mashiter, Morris, Murphy and Warmisham   

(Councillor Dawson also in attendance)


1.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Lancaster.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations. 

3.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 26TH JULY, 2011



The minutes of the meeting held on 26th July, 2011, were approved as a correct record.
4.
BETTER OFF IN SALFORD - A STRATEGY TO END FAMILY POVERTY AND IMPROVE LIFE CHANCES AND THE SCRUTINY COMMISSION ON POVERTY FINANCIAL INCLUSION

Cabinet gave consideration to the two abovementioned reports submitted by the Leader of the Council and the Chair of the Scrutiny Commission on Financial Inclusion (Councillor Dawson). 

 In the first instance Cabinet considered the Better Off IN Salford - A Strategy to End Family Poverty and Improve Life Chances.  

The Leader in submitting his report indicated that the Child Poverty Bill 2010 had placed new powers on Local Authorities to tackle child poverty. The publication of the Salford Position Statement ending child poverty IN Salford in June, 2010, launched the collaborative work to develop the new joint strategy. 

The strategy proposed a five step change to improve to the way partners, agencies as well as the Local Communities, worked together to tackle family poverty. The Council was currently working to deliver these changes the strategy highlighted the wide range of actions that the Council and partners would need to take collectively to deliver the strategy. Specific reference was made to the five steps:-
· Neighbourhood early intervention and prevention.

· Employer engagement.

· Joining up investment.

· Skills and adult learning.

· Financial inclusion.

The Leader indicated that the strategy was also supported by the Child Poverty Needs Assessment which provided a detailed picture of family poverty in Salford. This document made clear that the effect of family poverty were widespread and that the impact of family poverty affects all public services delivery and drives demand.  Members of Cabinet commented on the work that had been undertaken to develop the strategy and thanked all officers and partners. Comments were made regarding the need to ensure the new strategy and changes in processes were delivering a vital strategic approach to solving a city wide problem.

Councillor Dawson reported on the Scrutiny Commission on Poverty and Financial inclusion which had linked directly to the abovementioned strategy.  He reported that a cross party group of Elected Members from  all Scrutiny Committees had looked at this issue in more detail and fed their detailed conclusions into the overall strategy as indicated above.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Better Off IN Salford - A Strategy to End Family Poverty and Improve Life Chances be approved and that Cabinet place on record their thanks to all officers and members involved in the details in preparing the draft strategy for consideration.
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