CABINET

24th November, 2009 

Meeting commenced:
  9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
10.00 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors, Antrobus, Connor, Hinds, Lancaster, Mann, Joe Murphy, Warmisham, Warner and Smyth


1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.

2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH NOVEMBER, 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th November, 2009, were approved as a correct record. 

3.
SALIX HOMES DRAFT TENANCY AGREEMENT

(The abovementioned item was considered as an item of urgent business as it was necessary for Cabinet to make a decision on the order to the tenants of Salix Homes to be provided with adequate notice in relation to the tenancy agreement).


The Lead Member for Housing submitted a report containing details of a draft tenancy agreement.  He reported that in the 2008 Salix Homes Indicative Audit Commission Inspection, the need to review the current tenancy agreement was highlighted as one of the key recommendations.  The content of the existing agreement was highlighted as a weakness because the rights and responsibilities were not clear for secure or introductory tenants and there were definitions and consequences of unreasonable behaviour including anti-social behaviour and domestic abuse were also not clear.


He reported that the current tenancy agreement had been in use since 1996, however, , any changes to the agreement had only been introduced to new tenants.  This meant that at this time tenants had different agreements, detailing different rules and responsibilities, depending upon when they became a tenant.  

The report also contained information regarding the changes in legislation and stated the purpose of the new proposed tenancy agreement was to ensure that all tenants in the Central Salford area had equal access to information and a clear understanding of what was expected from them as a tenant and what they could expect from the Council as a landlord and from Salix Homes as the Housing Management ALMO. 

 Members welcomed the draft agreement and commented on the need to make sure that all issues were covered particularly with reference to noise nuisance and other such matters.  Members made further references to the keeping of pets and the need to clarify the position across all dwellings.  


RESOLVED:
THAT subject to the Lead Member for Housing being delegated to make any further amendments in relation to noise nuisance etc., the draft tenancy agreement as now submitted was approved.
4.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: THAT the pubic be excluded from the next following item of business in accordance with Paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 
5.
MEDIA ENTERPRISE CENTRE (MEC - MEDIACITY UK)

Cabinet considered a report of the Leader containing details of proposals on the creation of a Media Enterprise Centre which was a key component for the delivery of the public sector commitment to providing an Innovation Focus Business Acceleration Space within the MediaCityUK. 

 In addition to business support the MEC would be a hub for a number of strategic projects which would provide world class research environment and access to media facilities for the community media sector.  

It was indicated that the North West Development Agency had requested the City Council to develop and deliver this project and that due to the requirements for the funding being provided by the Agency the lease to the MEC would need to be agreed  and the monies defrayed by the 30th November, 2009. 

RESOLVED:
 THAT Cabinet agree to  




(1 )The City Council entering into a grant funding agreement with the NWDA to deliver the Media Enterprise Centre at MediaCityUK on terms to be agreed.




(2) Authorise the City Solicitor to enter into a legal agreement for lease and lease with the landowner to deliver the Media Enterprise Centre on the terms indicated.




(3) Delegate to the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services to agree those terms and agreement for the lease and the lease not agreed to date.




(4) Delegate authority to the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services to competitively procure an operator for the Media Enterprise Centre.




(5) THAT the proposals be not subject to call in as to do so would materially affect the interest of the City Council by taking the signing of the agreement for lease and lease outside the eligible period for the NWDA and ERDF funding which had been secured.
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