CABINET
25th May, 2010

Meeting commenced:
10.15 a.m.
"
ended:
10.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Boshell, Hinds, Lancaster, Morris, Warmisham and Warner 


(Councillor Smyth, Executive Support Member and Councillor Owen, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group were also in attendance)



1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors 
Connor and Murphy.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13TH APRIL, 2010

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th April, 2010, were approved as a correct record, subject to the inclusion of Councillor Lancaster in the attendance of the meeting.
4.
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE: COMPETITION PROCESS FOR THE NEW SCHOOL REPLACING THE SWINTON AND MOORSIDE HIGH SCHOOLS

(It was agreed that this matter be considered as matter of urgent business, as it was necessary for the Council to make a decision regarding the recommencement of the competition process for the new school to replace The Swinton and Moorside High Schools in order to meet the effective date of opening of a new school in September, 2013).

Cabinet considered a joint report of the Lead Member for Children's Services and the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services      (a) reminding Cabinet of its previous decision on the 25th November, 2008, which approved the consultation process for the proposal to close The Swinton and Moorside High Schools replacing them with one school for 1350 pupils on the current Moorside playing fields, the new school to be opened under competition regulations.   At that time Cabinet determined the effective date of opening of the new school of September, 2012.,(b) indicating  that following the statutory period of public consultation Cabinet made a further decision regarding the proposals on the 10th March, 2009, to

(i)
approve the publication of the public notice inviting proposals 
for the new 1350 place community high school on the site of 
the current Moorside High School playing fields and
(ii) approving the closure of Moorside High and the Swinton High Schools, such proposals to be published jointly with any competition proposals for the new community high school including any proposal brought forward by the Local Authority itself.   
The report further indicated that following the decision of the 

School's Adjudicator in November, 2009, not to support the closure of St. George's Roman Catholic High School, all the BSF proposals were reviewed subsequently, the Office of the School's Adjudicator postponed a visit and the holding of a public meeting with regard to proposals for the Swinton High School



At this time the Council were informed that in order for the adjudicator not to proceed with the process the proposals relating to Swinton High school the proposals would have to be formally withdrawn. It was then the Council were also given to understand that the adjudicating process could be resumed quickly if the BSF proposals remained substantially the same.    

The report also stated that following the BSF Programme Review the Cabinet on 23rd February, 2010, passed a resolution to recommence competition proposals to close both Swinton and Moorside High Schools and create a 1350 place (11 - 16) new PFI school on the current Moorside playing fields, utilising the current Moorside school site for sports facilities.  

 In addition, provision for a new two form entry 420 primary school would also be incorporated into this programme.  


On Cabinet making this decision the Office of the School Adjudicator indicated that 


Following the consideration of legal advice as to the current status of the proposal of the City Council. The Council had been informed that once a proposal was withdrawn there was no mechanism for it to be reinstated and in addition the adjudicator had no power to re-open a withdrawn proposal.   

 Therefore the Council were informed that the Adjudicator had no power to consider the case, it would be necessary for the Council to start the process again from the consultation onwards.  

In light of this, the report contained details of options and proposals available to the Council following the last decision of the Office of the School Adjudicator and the further delivery of the BSF Programme with a revised opening time for the Swinton school of September, 2013.    

RESOLVED:
THAT Cabinet 





(1) Approve the re-commencement of the competition process for the new school to replace the Swinton and Moorside high schools; and 





(2) Determine the effective date of opening of the new school as September 2013 in the new building and





(3) Will give consideration to the financial risks in relation to this matter later in the agenda for the meeting. (See minute 8) 
5.
LEWIS STREET/CHRIST CHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL RE-ORGANISATION

The Lead Member for Children’s Services submitted a report containing details of the outcome of the consultation exercise in relation to the re-organisation of the Lewis Street/Christ Church Primary schools.  The report contained details of the public consultation meetings which had been held in March together with details of the number of persons who attended and the comments which had been received with regard to the proposed re-organisation of the schools.   

Reference was also made to the requirements to secure a site of sufficient size to accommodate the new school and land that was needed to be acquired in order for this to happen.    


RESOLVED:
THAT Cabinet approve the publication of the public notice to close Lewis Street Community and Christ Church Voluntary Aided Primary Schools and establish a new 420 place Voluntary Controlled Primary School and a Children's Centre hub on the extended Lewis Street site by September, 2014.  
6.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business in accordance with Paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that the information contained is commercially sensitive and the Cabinet has deemed it not to be in the public interest for this information to be made available to the public.

7.
COMMUNITY STADIUM

Cabinet considered a report of the Leader and Deputy Leader requesting Cabinet to confirm its use of and reliance upon appropriate powers to complete the entry of the Council into a Joint Venture Company, sign the associated documentation, secure the required prudential borrowing and deliver the City of Salford Community Stadium.

RESOLVED:
THAT (1) Cabinet confirms it’s using of powers under section 2 of the Local Government Act 2000, section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Powers) Act 1976, and section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 to complete the entry into the Joint Venture Company and deliver the City of Salford community stadium 




(2) approve the Council enter into a shareholders' loan agreement with a Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Joint Venture Company and instruct the Assistant Director Legal to complete and seal all the necessary documentation and




(3) In accordance with part 4 section 9 of the current Council Constitution, Cabinet agree that this matter is urgent and a delay likely to be caused by the "call in" process would seriously prejudice the Council's or public interest.  In this case a delay would result in the failure to meet the timeline to establish the joint venture company in order to draw down funding to meet the initial costs in respect of planning and mediation fees
8.
BSF COMPETITION PROCESS - SWINTON AREA HIGH SCHOOL IMPLICATIONS TO THE CITY COUNCIL 


(It was agreed that this matter be considered as a matter of urgency in order for the Council to commence the consultation and competition processes and meet the timeline to establish a new school by September 2013) (See Minute 4 above)

The Cabinet considered a joint report of the Lead Member for Children's Services and the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services identifying the full details of the recommencement of the competition process in terms of key risks that the Council could be exposed to in relation to this project.   

RESOLVED:
THAT in order to avoid a delay in the delivery of the phase 2 BSF schools programme, Cabinet 
1 Note the key risks to the Council in recommencing competition process as proposed in the accompanying minute 4 above and 
2 Authorise officers to proceed with the delivery of the three school PFI scheme as identified in phase 2 of the BSF Programme.
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