CABINET
25th May, 2011


Meeting commenced:
9.30. a.m.
"
ended:
10.15 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair


Councillors Antrobus, Boshell, Connor, Hinds, Lancaster, 
Mashiter, Morris, Murphy and Warmisham   

(Councillor Owen was also in attendance)

1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Antrobus declared an interest on the basis that he was a Governor of a Primary School affected by the matter to be considered by Cabinet.  


2.
DECISIONMAKER IN RESPECT OF SCHOOL ORGANISATION 



The Cabinet was sitting as a decision maker in respect of  a School Organisation matter and on therefore any decision taken would not be not subject to “call in “
3
 PROPOSAL FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF MOORSIDE AND THE 
SWINTON HIGH SCHOOLS, AND REVISING THE BUILDING 
SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE (BSF) PROPOSALS

 Cabinet considered a joint report of the Strategic Directors for 
Children’s Services and Customer Services indicating that:

(a) On 26 October 2010, Cabinet approved the publication of the public notice inviting proposals for a new 1350 place community high school on the site of the current Moorside High school playing fields. 

(b) In conjunction Cabinet had also approved the proposal to close Moorside High and The Swinton High schools such proposals to be published jointly with any competition proposal for the new community high school, including any proposal brought forward by the Local Authority itself. 
(c) One bid submission had been received from Salford City Learning Trust to promote the proposed new school.  
(d) The Secretary of State did not grant consent to enable the Local Authority (LA) to publish its own proposal and it was subsequently determined that the LA would not submit its own proposal.

The report also made reference to the fact that, in December 2010, 
The Swinton High School had submitted an application to the 
Secretary of 
State 
to convert the school to an Academy. On12 April 
2011, the Council received confirmation that the Secretary of State 
was agreeable to the conversion of The Swinton HS to an Academy. 

Following this announcement, senior officers of the Council engaged 
with officials 
within Partnerships for Schools and the 
Department for 
Education (DfE) to identify an alternative proposal for the BSF  
Phase2, grouped schools .The details of which were included in the  
joint report now submitted. 

The Strategic Director for Children’s Services further stated that The 
purpose of this report is thus (i) to enable Cabinet to consider and 
determine the competition and closure proposals; and (ii) to enable 
Cabinet to consider and approve an alternative proposal which will 
enable the LA to retain the integrity and 
timescales of the Phase 2 
scheme.

Members gave consideration to the joint report taking 
into account 

· Proposals which had been received and details of the evaluation process.

· The impact of the decision of The Swanton HS to apply for Academy Status on the competition process.

· The risk position of continuing the competition process and the closure of The Swinton and Moorside High Schools.

· The alternative proposal for the phase 2 grouped school PFI scheme.

· The affordability level of the alternative proposal and the approval of the alternative proposal by the DfE on 16th May, 2011.


RESOLVED :- THAT Cabinet In accordance with Paragraphs 7 to 10 
and 19 of Schedule 2 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and 
the City Council Constitution, 

(i) Reject the proposal from Salford City Learning Trust to create a new Foundation school (with a Foundation Trust) to cater for 1350 mixed gender between the ages of 11 - 16 years; 

(ii) Reject the proposal to discontinue the following schools with effect from 31 August 2013;

· Moorside High School, East Lancashire Road, Swinton, M27 0BH 

· The Swinton High School, Sefton Road, Pendlebury, M27 6JU 

(iii) Approve the alternative proposal to rescope the Phase 2 Grouped School PFI Scheme to provide the following:

· A replacement 1,050 place school (plus 20 place Short Stay School) for Moorside High School;

· A replacement 630 place school (plus 60 place nursery) for Moorside Primary School;

· A replacement 750 place school (plus 250 place sixth form) for St Ambrose Barlow RC High School; and 

· A replacement 900 place school for St Patrick’s RC High School.

i

(iv) Approve the commencement of the statutory process to consult on the proposal for the enlargement and rebuild of Moorside Primary School. The proposal will be carried out in a two phased approach which will provide a Two Form Entry (2FE - 420 place) provision from September 2012 and a Three Form Entry (3FE - 630 place) provision from September 2013;
(v) Authorise the City Treasurer to issue an updated Section 151 Officer affordability letter in connection with the revised BSF proposals;
(vi) Note that in accordance with the delegation approved by Cabinet on 23 February 2010, the detailed affordability and delivery of the revised BSF proposals will be presented to the Lead Member for Children’s Services and the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services for future decisions in this regard.
(vii) Place on record the appreciation to the officers involved in achieving this outcome for the City in negotiation with the DfE and Partnership for Schools.
