CABINET MEETING
27th February, 2007

Meeting commenced:
  9.34 a.m.
"
ended:
10.00 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Hinds, Lancaster, Mann and Sheehy. 
97.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Connor, M. Lea, Warmisham and Warner. 

98.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th February, 2007, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

99.
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE PROGRAMME

(Previous Minute 82 - 12th December, 2006. See also Minute 104 below)


Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, together with Councillor David Lancaster, 

Deputy Leader of the Council, reported on the Council's deliberation, at its meeting held on 21st February, 2007 (Minute 236), of the Outline Business Case in respect of the Building Schools for the Future Programme, and at which meeting the views of the Children's Scrutiny Committee on this matter had been submitted.

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

100.
“SECTION 31” AGREEMENT - INTERMEDIATE CARE
Councillor Eddie Sheehy, Lead Member for Adult Social Services, submitted a report on a proposed “Section 31” agreement in respect of the provision of intermediate care.

RESOLVED:
THAT the abovementioned agreement be approved, with effect from 1st April, 2007.

101.
KERSAL, BROUGHTON AND BLACKFRIARS PRIMARY SCHOOL REVIEW
Councillor John Warmisham, Lead Member for Children’s Services, submitted a report in respect of the Kersal, Broughton and Blackfriars Primary School Review.


RESOLVED:
THAT the commencement of the statutory process to undertake consultation in respect of the proposed closure of the Charlestown and North Grecian Street Primary Schools and the establishment of a new 420 place community primary school on the Wheatersfield site, by September, 2010, be approved.

102.
BUDGET SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, submitted a report of the Budget Scrutiny Committee in respect of the meeting of that Committee held on 16th January, 2007.

RESOLVED:
THAT the comments of the Budget Scrutiny Committee, as contained in the abovementioned report, be noted.

103.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of schedule 12A to the Act; and that it be deemed that, in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in its exemption outweighs the public interest in its disclosure.

104.
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE PROGRAMME -


OUTLINE BUSINESS CASE

(See also Minute 99 above)


Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, submitted a joint report of his and Councillor John Warmisham's, Lead Member for Children’s Services, containing the Outline Business Case in respect of the Building Schools for the Future Programme.

Councillor Merry also indicated that there was insufficient time to allow the undermentioned decisions to be subject to the call-in procedure, in view of the requirement to submit the Outline Business Case to Partnerships for Schools by 28th February, 2007.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) Outline Business Case (OBC) be approved for final consideration by Partnerships for Schools (PfS).




(2) THAT if, subsequent to that consideration, there are any material changes to either the technical solution or the affordability model they be reported back for agreement to Cabinet.




(3) THAT, there being no subsequent material changes to the affordability model, the Council’s Section 151 Officer be delegated to issue the Section 151 letter which will accompany the OBC when submitted for its review process within PfS.




(4) THAT the current projected affordability gap be noted; and that it be agreed to fund any capital or revenue affordability gap from within its capital programme and/or revenue budget respectively should the need arise.




(5) THAT the governance arrangements for the future of the programme be noted.

(6) THAT, pursuant to section 9(5.1) of Part 4 of the Council Constitution, it be agreed that the decisions in (1) to (4) above, inclusive, are both reasonable in all the circumstances and shall be treated as matters of urgency, and are, therefore, not subject to call-in.
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