CABINET MEETING
27th October, 2004

Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
9.37 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Connor, M. Lea, Mann, Warmisham and Warner
(Councillor Devine also attended)

42.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus, Lancaster, Hinds and Sheehy.

43.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th September, 2004, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

44.
HOME-TO-SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Councillor Keith Mann, Lead Member for Education Services, submitted a report on the proposed Home-to-School Transport Policy, which had been produced following a recent consultation exercise in respect of this matter.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the revisions to the draft Home-to-School Transport Policy as described in the abovementioned report, and the publication of the final Policy document, be approved; and that officers review such Policy, having regard to national changes.



(2) THAT a pilot scheme be undertaken to consider the transport requirements of after-school clubs.

45.
CITY ACADEMY - ACCESS ROAD
A joint report of the Lead Members for Planning, Customer and Support Services, Education Services, and Housing was submitted in respect of the construction of an access road for the proposed City Academy in Eccles.


RESOLVED:
THAT the inclusion of the abovementioned scheme, estimated at £1,000,000, in the capital expenditure programmes for 2005/06 and 2006/07, be approved.

46.
BUDGET AND AUDIT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
A report of the Chairman of the Budget and Audit Scrutiny Committee was submitted in respect of the meeting of that Committee held on 6th October, 2004.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report, and the Budget and Audit Scrutiny Committee paper attached thereto, be noted.



(2) THAT consideration of the issue of making an adjustment to funding levels to remedy the Private Sector Housing overspending of £2,277,000, brought about by the lack of English Partnerships funding, be deferred until the 2005/06 capital programme is addressed.

47.
OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
North West Regional Development Agency
Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, reported that he had been appointed to serve on the Board of the North West Regional Development Agency.


(b)
Housing Strategy
The Head of Housing reported that the Council’s Housing Strategy had achieved “Fit for Purpose” status.
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