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	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

To the Cabinet Meeting

1st September, 2004

TITLE: BEACON COUNCIL SCHEME ROUND 6 – INTENTION TO APPLY

RECOMMENDATIONS:  Members are asked to - 

a) Confirm their intention to proceed with the submissions for the themes mentioned (Effective Environmental Health and Sustainable Energy). 

b) Consider whether to submit an application for any theme not mentioned above.

It is recommended that “intention to apply” forms and subsequent application forms are co-ordinated via the Director of Personnel and Performance to ensure that there is a corporate point of contact and that the maximum number of submissions is not exceeded.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:


1.
Introduction

1.1
The Round 6 Beacon Council Scheme application brochure was launched 7 July 2004 and authorities are invited to apply for Beacon status in the following ten themes:

· Affordable Housing

· Asset Management

· Effective Environmental Health

· Getting Closer to Communities

· Healthy Communities

· Integrated Children’s Services

· Promoting Racial Equality

· Supporting Carers

· Supporting New Businesses

· Sustainable Energy

1.2
The timetable for the application process starts Wednesday 25 August 2004 with the submission of an “intention to apply” form. This form is then followed by the submission of an application form by Thursday 9 September for each of the theme areas for which beacon status is sought.

2.
Intention to apply

2.1
Environmental Services is considering applying for the Effective Environmental Health theme and Corporate Services for the Sustainable Energy theme.

2.2
The “intention to apply” form is available on the IDeA site and the application brochure advises that, in cases where the authority is making more than one application, there should be a separate form for each theme under which we intend to apply and these should be emailed separately.

2.3
Authorities may be involved in up to three applications on an individual or joint basis but must not submit both joint and individual applications for the same theme.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: N/A

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A

CONTACT OFFICER: David Horsler

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: N/A

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Best Value; Modernising Local Government; Performance Management.

