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AUTUMN START FOR PIONEERING £100MILLION HEALTH PROJECT FOR MANCHESTER, SALFORD AND TRAFFORD

Work on Britain’s biggest-ever project to improve frontline health and social care facilities and services is due to begin this Autumn, following the appointment of a private sector partner for Manchester, Salford and Trafford LIFT.

LIFT (Local Improvement Finance Trust) is a partnership between the public and private sectors, which will drive forward a 20-year strategic programme of radical structural and service improvements. 

After months of extensive evaluation and negotiations, ExcellCare Ltd, a company formed by Equion plc, a subsidiary of John Laing plc, and Bank of Scotland Corporate Banking, has been named the preferred private partner.  Together with its supply chain partners, Secta, FSquared, Taylor Young, Equion FM and Laing O’Rourke Northern Ltd, the company will help develop and finance a range of imaginative and pioneering primary care facilities aimed at transforming the quality of healthcare that patients receive in their communities.

The new LIFT partnership will invest more than £100 million into primary patient services before the end of the decade.  The first phase of developments will include one-stop shop health and social care centres in Wythenshawe, Swinton and Partington.

more…

-2-

Health and social care covers a wide range of services such as GP surgeries, pharmacies, health visitors, dentistry and ophthalmology, along with social services and other local authority functions, including libraries and offices.  New developments will also include ambulance services and facilities previously restricted to hospitals, such as diagnostic, minor surgery and rehabilitation clinics.

The Minister for Public Health, Salford MP Hazel Blears, has welcomed the ambitious project.  She said: “This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create primary care premises fit for the 21st century and give people the kind of health services they deserve.

“Within the next few months, building work will start on sites throughout the area to turn the vision into reality and improve access to care for patients in Manchester, Salford and Trafford.  This is a truly pioneering project, the biggest of its kind in the country, and I will watch its development with great interest.”

The LIFT company’s first schemes will be completed by 2005. Richard Smith, Project Director for ExcellCare, said: “We are delighted to have been chosen as the preferred partner for improving primary health and social care facilities across Manchester, Salford and Trafford.

“We are committed to providing local communities with extensive, modern healthcare services tailored to meet the unique needs of the people who live in these areas.”

One of the project’s early priority schemes is the creation of a £2.7 million one-stop heath centre at the Wythenshawe Forum.

Wythenshawe GP Dr Ash Bakhat is enthusiastic about the changes the LIFT project will bring for his patients and healthcare colleagues.  
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He said: “Plans for Wythenshawe Forum will see an NHS walk-in centre, providing services such as physiotherapy, chiropody, dentistry and audiology as well as GP accommodation.

“The changes will focus on the needs of local communities, delivering greater choice and giving people better access to healthcare services.  Medical practitioners are being closely involved in the planning process to ensure that developments meet all our needs.”

The Wythenshawe venture is among more than a dozen major new developments, costing in excess of £50 million, on which work will begin in the autumn, subject to planning consent.

Others include the construction of four new ‘supercentres’ in Salford, each hosting a different medical speciality together with GP surgeries, health services such as physiotherapy and speech therapy, social care services and community facilities such as café or a crèche.  There will also be a health and social care centre in Partington, Trafford.

Manchester, Salford and Trafford LIFT conducted wide-ranging public consultation to find out the kind of healthcare services the people of the individual areas really want – and where they want them. 

The result is a tailor-made development programme of accessible, purpose-built health and social care centres built in the heart of communities.

LIFT’s Project Director Trevor Purt said: “There has been a degree of scepticism about whether the delivery of health and social care centres on such a scale could be achieved.
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“But now that we have joined forces with ExcellCare, the vision will become reality and in less than two years’ time, Manchester, Salford and Trafford will start to have the new facilities their communities need and deserve.

“Working with the private sector provides opportunities to think on a bigger scale. Ours is undoubtedly the largest and most significant LIFT project in the country and offers unrivalled opportunities for our new partner, ExcellCare, to play a unique role in shaping the future of our local communities.”
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Notes for Editors:

· Public bodies involved in the Lift project are:

· Salford Primary Care Trust (PCT)

· Trafford North andTrafford South PCTs

· Central Manchester, N Manchester, & S Manchester PCTs

· Greater Manchester Ambulance Service

· Manchester City Council 

· City of Salford

· Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

· Salford Royal Hospitals Trust

· Stakeholders include:

· Local people

· Community Health Councils (and their successor organisations)

· Voluntary and Community Groups

· Other local authorities with an interest in the programme

· Health professionals and their representative bodies

· The new Greater Manchester Strategic Health Authority

· For further information on Manchester, Salford and Trafford LIFT and ExcellCare, please see additional press releases
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