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CITY OF SALFORD
To:
The Governing Bodies of All Community, Voluntary Controlled and Church of England Aided Primary, Infant and Junior Schools and Community and Voluntary Controlled Secondary Schools


Autumn Term 2002

SUBJECT:
School Admission Arrangements 2004/2005

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND LEISURE

1. Purpose of the Report
1.1 To consult the Governing Body on an amendment to the admission arrangements for the 2004/2005 school year.

2. Recommendation
2.1 The Governing Body is recommended to consider the amendment to admission arrangements and submit their views or comments to the LEA.

3. Background 

3.1
LEAs, as admissions authorities, are under a statutory obligation to consult annually with governing bodies and neighbouring LEAs on their proposed admission arrangements. A number of developments in Salford make it important to address the arrangements for transfer between primary and secondary school.  The factors are.

(i)
Demographic changes in the populations of feeder primary schools and the expression of preference for schools being made by parents

(ii)
Review of secondary provision and the removal of surplus places

(iii) Current admission arrangements do not allow the LEA to responsibly manage secondary school admissions overall

Salford’s present transition arrangements guarantee pupils in feeders a place at their designated secondary school.  Reduced surplus places in secondary schools combined with changed patterns of parental preference have resulted in a number of secondary schools having to admit more pupils than they have places for. This will obviously result in increasing pressure on teaching and other accommodation and a growing number of unused places at other secondary schools. Such failure to manage supply and demand prejudices the provision of efficient education and the efficient use of resources. 

3.2
Present arrangements start from consideration of how many children are in each primary school.  In future, the process needs to be more closely geared to admitting pupils up to the number of available places in each secondary school, and no more.

If you have any queries please contact:

Lesley Taylor

(0161 778 0411)

                                                   

Education & Leisure Directorate, Minerva House, Pendlebury Road, Swinton, M27 4EQ

4. TRANSFER TO HIGH SCHOOL
Traditionally each high school has a group of associated primary schools and the pattern has been established that children normally transfer to a high school from its associated primary school and have in fact been guaranteed a place at that school. Because of the issues raised above some high schools can no longer accommodate all the pupils in associated primary schools.

Section 86 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 states that the LEAs admission arrangements must enable a parent to express a preference as to the school at which he wishes education to be provided for his child. Such a preference shall be complied with unless to do so would prejudice the provision of efficient education or the efficient use of resources. This is the means by which the LEA is able to positively manage the balance of supply and demand for school places.

In the event that a school becomes oversubscribed during the course of allocating places the LEA would need a mechanism for determining who gets the available places. 

Where applications for schools exceed the places available, it is proposed that places will be offered in accordance with the following criteria listed in priority order: -

4.1.1 Medical Reasons/SEN/Children in Need 

Medical  - If claiming medical reasons, parents/carers must provide evidence from their doctor that the child has a medical condition that means that admission to a particular school is essential.


SEN - children whose statement of special educational needs stipulates that specific school.

Child in Need - Children in Need as defined by the Children Act (1989). Those who are unlikely to achieve or maintain or to have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining a reasonable standard of health or development or a child/children whose health or development would be further impaired without the provision of services by the Local Authority. Applications under this criterion would need to be supported by an appropriate professional stating that attendance at a particular school is essential.

4.1.2 Denominational reasons (Canon Williamson C of E High School only).

4.1.3 Older brother or sister in attendance at the school at the date when the pupil is to be admitted.

4.1.4 Distance (either straight-line or relative proximity) see paragraph 5 below

In the course of allocating places it is possible that the school’s Standard Number will be reached before all of the children within that criterion have been allocated places.  If that happens, all of the children within that criterion (but not children in higher criteria whose places will be assured) will be ranked according to distance (in line with whichever option for the measurement of distance which is chosen) until the Standard Number has been reached, and thereafter no further places at the school shall be allocated.

5. Options for Measuring Distance

5.1
Straight-line Distance
This would involve a measurement being made between the child’s home address and the preferred school in a straight-line (as the crow flies). Those children who live the closest to the school will be those who get priority for places.

5.2
Relative Proximity

There are potentially some areas of the City where pupils could be disadvantaged if the allocation of places was related to straight-line distance, where pupils will live a significant distance away from all schools.

To address this, the LEA has looked at a system used by a small number of other LEAs with similar geographical issues to Salford. The system can be described as relative proximity. This looks to minimise overall travelling distances and ensure that children do not have to travel very long distances to their allocated school.

For each child, two measurements would be made: from the child’s home address to the preferred school and from the home address to the next nearest alternative school. From this information a relative proximity measure is arrived at. Both distances are measured on a straight-line distance basis. In allocating available places, priority is given to those for whom the journey to the next nearest alternative school is further than the journey to the preferred school. Applications for pupils resident outside of the Salford area would involve measurements to the preferred school (in Salford) then to the next nearest school in their own LEA to their home address.

6. Consultees

Governing bodies and neighbouring LEAs are the only statutory consultees in this matter. Consultation meetings will be arranged for the public during the course of the autumn term details of which will be published as soon as possible. Information leaflets will also be produced for the public and distributed widely.

7.
Admission Number

The LEA also has a duty to consult governing bodies about the admission number for the school i.e. the admission limit.

Following a recent exercise in the measurement of schools a consultation exercise will take place with schools on the proposed admission numbers for schools in the Spring Term 2003.


7. Conclusion



Any comments on the above proposals should be either minuted or submitted in writing to the Director of Education and Leisure before 20 December 2002.
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