Appendix 3


Admission Arrangements Consultation 2004/2005

Meeting at Moorside High School

05 November 2002

· Feeder primary arrangements are a good feature of the Salford admission arrangements.

· Straight-line distance option appears to be less volatile than relative proximity option

· Concern about how relative proximity option would work in relation to large numbers of pupils and how this would be explained to parents

· Concern about uncertainty until March about which school the child would attend that September 

Admission Arrangements Consultation 2004/2005

Meeting at Harrop Fold School

11 November 2002

· Why didn’t the LEA take consideration of increased parental preference for places at Walkden High School as a popular school if the admission arrangements are opened out?

· Will there be implications for transport cost?

· This situation is a result of the City Council’s failure to build secondary schools in the correct locations. The impact of housing developments in the Walkden/Worsley/Boothstown areas will mean that more parents will express preferences for Walkden High. The fear is that this will displace pupils whose parents express a preference from the traditional areas that feed Walkden high School i.e. south of the school.

· Children who have bonded with their peer group and formed friendships will be separated from them at a crucial time in their school lives.

· People made judgements when they bought houses in relation to their proximity to primary schools as they were guaranteed places at the preferred high school.

· Accept that there are health and safety concerns regarding overcrowding schools but the proposals could mean there are health and safety implications for individual children who may have to travel significantly further under the proposals.

· Understand that there is some land in the Boothstown area which is currently designated for education purposes why can’t a secondary school be built there to serve this community

· Is it possible for the consultation exercise to be extended after 20 December so that decisions which might be made in the revision of the Unitary Development Plan can be taken account of

· Specific concern that children who have been kept in feeder primary schools when parents have moved to the other area of the city will be separated from their friends

· Aren’t the proposals just tinkering around the edges if the changes under the proposals are so insignificant why can’t it be left as it is

· Is it not financially more viable to add extensions to existing popular schools rather than build new schools

· At the present time Walkden High school operate a choice system so that groups of friends can stay together on the transition to high school to support each other

· More and more parents will either move out of the area to secure a place in a good school or send their children to independent schools

· The proposals will mean that children will be slit from their friends midstream in their education. Parents were guaranteed a place for their child at aged 5 the LEA should honour that guarantee

· Damage to children in splitting them from their friends

· When will parents find out which school their child will be attending

· The LEA needs to ask itself why so many parents express a preference for Walkden High School as opposed to other schools in the area

· Why should children who live in Boothstown be given preference for places which is what the current system does

· Why didn’t the LEA realise this was an issue years ago

· Parents have decided on a place for their children in a particular primary school because of the guarantee of a place at a particular high school

· The modelling exercise has raised parental concerns not allayed them

· The proposals do not seem to enable a flexible option Why is the review taking place now with the Census figures due to be published

· Is it not possible to have two smaller secondary schools to serve the Worsley Boothstown area?

· Which site of Harrop Fold will be used for the calculation of relative proximity

· The proposals will harm the partnership issues and transition arrangements

· Is the issue of overcrowding just an issue for 2 or 3 schools

· The is a significant issue to be considered by the LEA because if the proposals go ahead there will undoubtedly be an increase in applications from the north of Walkden High School and this will prejudice those parents who traditionally have been given places south of the school.

Admission Arrangements Consultation 2004/2005

Meeting at Buile Hill Park Hall

18 November 2002

· How can the model be correct when we don’t know how many would apply if the arrangements were different?

· Applications for pupils other than those in feeder primaries would not hold true if applications were “open” to other applicants

· Why can’t the LEA use the current Years 3, 4 and 5 to carry out the modelling exercise then extend the consultation and work on that data for a truer representation

· Understand the problem of more children than there are places but the issue is that the LEA has changed the goalposts. Why can’t the arrangements change after the children currently in feeders have fed through the system?

· Why can’t the LEA keep feeder schools in the criteria but remove guarantee of a place. There are valuable links i.e. Walkden language status and links with current feeders

· Quality of education critical. Why aren’t all schools up to Walkden High standards? What is the LEA doing regarding school improvement? What is the LEAs strategy for school improvement because results overall in Salford are very poor.

· Will it only be children with a Statement of SEN who will be considered under priority one?

· Why is keeping feeder school not in the options under consideration? Keeping linked primary schools is more important.

· Changing the admission arrangements will undo the hard work done by parents and teachers in Walkden High Schools current feeders

· I require a level of certainty about where my child will attend secondary school neither of the option discussed give me this.

· Why could the LEA not see this “crisis” in advance and plan for it?

· The only reason schools are oversubscribed is because the LEA have closed schools in the area

· There are significant emotional issues if children can’t transfer to high school with their friends this is already a very traumatic time for children and these proposals will make this worse

· We feel our children will be guinea pigs going through this system of the first time. When Boothstown Methodist became a Salford school there was a knock on effect for the community. If the proposals go ahead the LEA are going to lose children who will get A-C grades at GCSE and whose parents are committed and have their child’s best interests at heart.

· Why are some schools undersubscribed? The proposals are Salford’s way of filling up undersubscribed schools.

· The proposals are a knee jerk reaction to the issue of surplus places.

· Why can’t the LEA go for a PFI initiative on a white field site and sell the existing land?

· Is the LEA happy with the demographics information they have?

· The LEA has a problem with school place management. However, any option must allow parents to develop a good expectation of which school their child will attend. Any option that uses crowflies measurements will not allow this.

· Will there be a fixed capacity in all Salford secondary schools – Salford population is declining but Worsley/Boothstown area is increasing the conclusion would be that Worsley/Boothstown children will have to go to other schools outside the area. The popularity of the Worsley/Boothstown area will decline.

· Do these proposals effect RC schools?

· The LEA already knows that in practice children from Ellenbrook Primary School has never fed the Harrop Fold School.

· The quality of education is the key issue.

· We feel our children are being used as guinea pigs.

· It appears to be a fait accompli this is not a proper consultation.

· The issue is around the poor standards of the other schools which parents would be forced to send their children to. There are also issues of bullying in other schools. We pay the highest taxes so why can’t continue to have the schools we want.

· The LEA should take into account issues like availability of public transport when allocating places straight-line distance should not be used.

· Reasonable travelling routes should be established. Straight-line distance should not be used.

· Is this a done deal?

· Parents will not be able to take reasonable decisions on education because of the uncertainty that comes with the proposals.

· We are not prepared to send our children to inferior schools.

· 99%+ of parents have sent their children into a school which fed a particular high school. Those parents will now be offended by the fact that they will be denied a place by people ho live closer but don’t give a damn about their children’s education.

· I would rather have my child in a mobile classroom at Walkden High School than allow them to attend Harrop Fold School

· It appears that there are two schools which are oversubscribed, my child will not be attending one of those schools so why do you have to disrupt the system which is in place for all schools for the primary to secondary transfer process.

· What is the LEA going to do to maintain the links between primary schools and high schools on transition?

· The situation will become very divisive if people start fighting for places.

· It would not be such an issue if there weren’t such disparity between secondary schools.

· Does the City Council recognise that these changes may mean people will move out of the area or send their children to the private sector?

· At the end of the day we are all going to attempt to do the best for our children.

