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_____________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

_____________________________________________________________

TO THE CABINET

ON 5th MAY 2004

_____________________________________________________________

TITLE: 

Designation of Blackleach Local Nature Reserve

_____________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That the Cabinet approve the designation of Blackleach Country park as a Local Nature Reserve.

_____________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report seeks the approval of the cabinet to designate Blackleach Country park as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR). Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (1949) gives local authorities in consultation with English Nature the power to designate LNR’s 

The purpose of an LNR is to ‘offer special opportunities for study and research’ and ‘preserve features of special interest’. 

_____________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: (available for public inspection)

Local Nature Reserves in England – A Guide to their Selection and Declaration (English Nature)

Draft Unitary Development Plan – Policy EN7C

_____________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: N/A

_____________________________________________________________

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: 

The Local Nature Reserve Officer’s post is mostly funded by English Nature’s Wildspaces programme with a match funding contribution from the Environmental Services Directorate and is for a two and a half year period.

_____________________________________________________________

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:

The City Council’s Legal Services team has been consulted and will be producing the required public notice regarding the declaration. 

_____________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A

_____________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:

Jo Regan – Local Nature Reserve Officer 

Telephone 0161 703 8154

_____________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):

North Walkden

_____________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 
Community Strategy

Educational Strategy

Environmental Strategy

Health

Planning Strategy

Regeneration

2nd Deposit U.D.P - Policy ST10

Strategy for Children and Young People

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.0  Purpose of Report
1.1 The purpose of this report is to:

· Gain approval for the designation of Blackleach Country Park as a Local Nature Reserve

· Outline the purpose of LNR’s

· Highlight the benefits of designating LNR’s

2.0  What are Local Nature Reserves?
Local Nature Reserves or LNR’s are sites for both people and wildlife. They are places with wildlife or geological features that are of special interest locally. 

Their function is to provide opportunities for people to become involved in the management of their local environment as well as giving people special opportunities to study and learn or simply enjoy and have contact with nature.

3.0  Benefits to Salford

Declaring sites as Local Nature Reserves plays an important role in biodiversity conservation. LNR’s will offer many benefits not only to wildlife but also the people of Salford.

LNR’s;

· Help to increase peoples awareness and enjoyment of the natural environment through greater involvement

· Provide an ideal environment and the support for people to learn and study nature

· Build relationships between Local Authorities, national and local conservation bodies and local people

· Protect wildlife habitats and natural features

· Make it possible to apply by-laws, which can help in managing protected sites.

It is proposed that as well as Blackleach Country Park an additional four sites will be designated as Local Nature Reserves in Salford over the next three years. The timescales are as follows:

· Blackleach Country Park

July 2004

· The Cliff/Kersal Vale

May 2005

· Clifton Country Park


November 2005

· Worsley Woods


November 2005

· Kersal Moor



July 2006

4.0  Local Nature Reserves and Salford’s Strategies 

Local Nature Reserves will contribute to a number of national strategies and plans.

These include:

· Local Agenda 21

· Local Biodiversity Action Plan

· UK Biodiversity Action Plan

LNR’s also contribute to national targets such as the biodiversity sustainability target set out by English Nature of one hectare of LNR per 1,000 population. If all the proposed LNR sites are successfully designated Salford will have approximately 145 hectares of LNR. This equates to around 0.7 hectares per 1,000 population, slightly under English Nature’s targets. However further funding opportunities will be explored to expand the LNR project and enable this target to be met. 

5.0  Future Funding
Designation of Local Nature reserves opens up further funding opportunities as it proves the Local Authority’s commitment to nature conservation.

_____________________________________________________________
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