







PART I – OPEN TO THE








PUBLIC        ITEM NO.
REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION

TO THE CABINET

ON TUESDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER, 2001

TITLE:  SCHOOL ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 2002/03

RECOMMENDATIONS

(1)
THAT the Cabinet approve the admission arrangements for community and controlled schools as set out in the appendices to the report now submitted and that the Director of Education and Leisure  consider expanding the explanation of how distance is measured so as to clarify that it is taken from the centre of the school to the centre of the child’s house.

(2)
THAT the Cabinet note (a) the concern of the governors of Moorside High School about the falling numbers of pupils in the four feeder primary schools, (b) that this forecast reduction and over-subscription at feeder High Schools would be addressed by the LEA in the Autumn Term and (c) governing bodies will be consulted on options.

(3)
THAT the Cabinet not agree to the amendments put forward by the governing bodies of the following schools for the reasons indicated but ask the Director of Education and Leisure to give the Forum Members a full explanation of the circumstances which gave rise to the suggested SAN for the Albion High School:-

School
Reason for not accepting the proposal




Broadoak Primary School – suggested that Walkden High School be added to the list of schools to which pupils from Broadoak may normally transfer
As (a) pupils are initially allocated a place at either Moorside or Wentworth High Schools dependent upon their home address and (b) the issue of feeder primary and over-subscription at feeder High Schools will be addressed in the Autumn Term it would not be appropriate to review the arrangements for pupils transferring to High Schools from this school.

Christchurch C.E. Primary School – would prefer their Standard Admission Number (SAN) to be 30
It would not be appropriate to increase this school’s SAN to 30 as (a) a re-measurement of the school has indicated that the SAN should be 28 and (b) nearby schools have surplus places.



Albion High School – felt that the SAN of 200 was too high for the Mesnefield Road site to accommodate
The SAN of 200 for each year group is based upon proposals approved by the Secretary of State for Education – the school governors did not express reservations about this number when the statutory notice was published. Whilst the Forum was sympathetic to the concerns of the governors about the difficulties of the school in coping with this number, it was considered that a reduction would not enable parental preference to be fulfilled.

Buile Hill High School – concern that the proposed arrangements did not give parental choice and also a request that parents be informed immediately of vacancies if they occur after an appeal for entrance to the school has failed
It would not be appropriate to respond to the concern of this governing body that the proposed admission arrangements do not give parental choice nor to the suggestion that it be amended to require notification of any vacancies to be given to parents whose appeals are unsuccessful if such arise after the appeal because:-

· parents already have the right to express a preference for the High School which they would like their child to attend

· the LEA has a duty to comply with such a preference subject to the availability of places at the school

· there was already a procedure for the re-allocation of places which arose at over-subscribed schools and which applied to all pupils on the waiting list.

(4)
THAT the Cabinet, in accordance with Section 91 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and with a view to preserving the denominational nature of the schools, agree to arrangements being entered into to allow the following schools to admit only Roman Catholic children:-

2001/02  

St. Gilberts R.C. Primary School

St. Mary’s R.C. Primary School (Swinton)

St. Philip’s Primary School

St. Joseph’s R.C. Primary School (Irlam)

2002/03
Holy Cross and All Saints R.C. Primary School

(5)
THAT the Cabinet in accordance with Section 91 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and with a view to preserving the denominational nature of the schools,  agree to arrangements being entered into to allow the schools listed below to limit the intake of non-Roman Catholic children as indicated:-

School
Intake of non-Roman Catholic pupils




St. Boniface R.C. Primary School


1% of total admission number

St. Peter and John R.C. Primary School
10% of total admission number in each year group



St. Patrick’s R.C. High School
0.5 % of total admission number



(6)
THAT the agree to the undermentioned addition being made to the admission criteria for St. Boniface R.C. Primary School so as to bring it into line with the LEA criteria:-

“A place in the nursery class does not guarantee a place in the reception class which is the beginning of formal education.

If admission to the reception stage is not oversubscribed then all children in the nursery will be offered a place.

If it is oversubscribed then the admission criteria will need to be re-applied for entry of the reception class”.

(7)
THAT  the Cabinet consider recommending the Council to amend the Scheme of Delegation so as to authorise the Lead Member for Education to reach a decision on recommendations for school admission arrangements arising from the Salford Local Admissions Forum.

SUMMARY
This report sets out recommendations made by the Salford Local Admissions Forum (a consultative body comprising representatives from relevant local groups) with regard to the Admission Arrangements in Salford schools during 2002/03.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS
Minutes of the meetings of various governing bodies and report of the Director of Education and Leisure to the Forum on 18th September, 2001.

CONTACT OFFICER : Lynn Robertson 837-1739.

1.1
The Salford Admissions Forum acts as a vehicle for consultation and discussion of issues arising from proposed school admission arrangements.  It is hoped that this approach will help to develop consensus at local level with regard to proposals for change in admission arrangements.

1.2
The Forum at their meeting on 18th September, 2001, considered a report of the Director of Education and Leisure (a) indicating that, in accordance with the requirements of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 all governing bodies of community and control schools had been consulted on the LEA’s proposed admission policy, (b) containing details of the responses received and (c) setting out proposed admission arrangements for community and controlled schools.

1.3
Members were pleased to note that:-

· a proactive approach was being taken to confirming that addresses were genuine

· advise on the procedures for links for High Schools were given to parents at primary school level

· there had been no reports of GPs charging to offer medical opinions


The Forum were concerned, however, that the report did not provide a full explanation of the circumstances which had given rise to the suggested Standard Admission Number (SAN) for the Albion High School.

1.4 Having considered the report the Forum formulated the recommendations set out in paragraphs (1)-(6) of this report which are now submitted for Cabinet confirmation.


ADMISSION CRITERIA 2002/2003


NURSERY CLASSES AND RECEPTION CLASSES OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

i)
Medical reasons (as determined by the Authority and Head Teachers taking into account the advice of the child’s G.P. and the school's ability to accommodate all children's needs) and children whose statement of special educational needs stipulates that specific school. If claiming medical reasons, parents/carers must provide evidence from the doctor that the child has a medical condition which means that admission to a particular school is essential.
ii)
Children in Need as defined by the Children Act (1989) i.e. those who are unlikely to achieve or maintain or have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining a reasonable standard of health or development or whose health and development would be further impaired without the provision of services of the Local Authority.

iii)
Older brother or sister in attendance at the school at the date when the pupil is to be 
admitted.

iv)
Distance from the school. Priority is given to children who live nearest the school. The distance is measured along a straight line between the home address and the school.

Please note

ALL SCHOOLS - In the course of allocating places for children within one of the above criteria, it is possible that the school's Standard Admission Number will be reached before all the children within that criterion have been allocated places. If that happens all of the children within that criterion (but not children in higher criteria whose places will be assured) will be ranked according to distance from the school, so that the children who live nearest to the school (measured on a straight line distance from the school) will take up places until the Standard Admission Number has been reached, and thereafter no further places at the school shall be allocated.

Length of time on a waiting list is not seen as a relevant factor.

Education Committee policy states that parents should be disallowed from taking two part time places for their child, thus limiting the number of places available.

VERIFICATION OF ADDRESS

Due to problems in previous years it may be necessary for the Admission & Exclusions Team to carry out checks to confirm that the addresses given are genuine.   Parents may be asked to produce documentary evidence of their address.

The parents’ address is considered to be the child’s parents genuine principal place of residence at the time of the allocation of places, that is to say, where they are normally and regularly living. If a child is resident with friends or relatives for reasons other than guardianship the friend or relative’s address at the time of allocation of places will not be considered.

The Authority may at its discretion consider as genuine a child’s temporary address where, for example, the child is living with his/her parents in temporary accommodation due, for example, to their parents working commitments whilst they are seeking a permanent address in the same area.

If the parents main address has changed temporarily for example where a parent resides with extended family during a period of sickness or takes up temporary accommodation due to building or renovation work than the parents address remains that at which the parent was resident before the temporary residence began.

Any permanent change in address must be notified to the School as soon as possible.

It may be necessary for a home visit from and Education Welfare Officer to assist in the process.

Please note that the Local Education Authority will take strong action and the place offered will be withdrawn, if a false address is given or one where the child is not actually living.

NURSERY CLASSES ONLY

Head Teachers should apply the nursery admission criteria to Salford children initially and then, if places are still available to extra-district children.

ALLOCATION OF FULL OR PART-TIME PLACES IN NURSERY CLASSES

Should a school decide to allocate full and part-time places in the nursery class the decision on how those places are allocated is the responsibility of the Governing Body.   A Headteacher however, should be able to justify to a parent the reason for the decision i.e. Full time places are given to the older pupils first.

LIGHT  OAKS INFANT AND JUNIOR SCHOOLS ONLY

Pupils who attend Light Oaks Infant School in Year 2 will automatically transfer to Light Oaks Junior School at Year 3


ADMISSION CRITERIA 2002/2003


SECONDARY SCHOOLS
i)
Medical reasons (as determined by the Authority and Head Teachers taking into account the advice of the child’s G.P. and the school's ability to accommodate all children's needs) and children whose statement of special educational 
needs stipulates that specific school.

If claiming medical reasons, parents/carers must provide evidence from the doctor that 
the child has a medical condition which means that admission to a particular school 
is essential.

ii)
Children in Need as defined by the Children Act (1989) i.e. those who are unlikely to achieve or maintain or have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining a reasonable standard of health or development or whose health or development would be further impaired without the provision of services of the Local Authority.

iii)
Attendance at an associated primary school.

(In a few cases a primary school is linked to more than one High School and the 
allocation of a place is based on a child's address. For the purpose of this criterion 
attendance at an associated Primary School is not meant to include those children who 
by virtue of their residency have been allocated a place at another High School).

iv)
Denominational reasons.

v)
Older brother or sister in attendance at the school at the time when the younger child commences.

vi)
Where the family has moved out of the normal area of a primary school which the child has continued to attend.

vii)
Distance from the school. Priority is given to children who live nearest the school. The 
distance is measured along a straight line between the home address and the school.

Please note

OVERSUBSCRIPTION

In the course of allocating places for children within criterion iv) to vii) of the above criteria, it is possible that the school's Standard Admission Number will be reached before all the children within that criterion have been allocated places. If that happens all of the children within that criterion (but not children in higher criteria whose places will be assured) will be ranked according to distance from the school, so that the children who live nearest to the school (measured on a straight line distance from the school) will take up places until the Standard Admission Number has been reached, and thereafter no further places at the school shall be allocated.

VERIFICATION OF ADDRESS

Due to problems in previous years it may be necessary for the Admission & Exclusions Team to carry out checks to confirm that the addresses given are genuine.   Parents may be asked to produce documentary evidence of their address.

The parents’ address is considered to be the child’s parents genuine principal place of residence at the time of the allocation of places, that is to say, where they are normally and regularly living. If a child is resident with friends or relatives for reasons other than guardianship the friend or relative’s address at the time of allocation of places will not be considered.

The Authority may at its discretion consider as genuine a child’s temporary address where, for example, the child is living with his/her parents in temporary accommodation due, for example, to their parents working commitments whilst they are seeking a permanent address in the same area.

If the parents main address has changed temporarily for example where a parent resides with extended family during a period of sickness or takes up temporary accommodation due to building or renovation work than the parents address remains that at which the parent was resident before the temporary residence began.

Any permanent change in address must be notified to the Admissions & Exclusions Team as soon as possible.

It may be necessary for a home visit from and Education Welfare Officer to assist in the process.

Please note that the Local Education Authority will take strong action and the place offered will be withdrawn, if a false address is given or one where the child is not actually living.

