CENTRE FOR LOCAL ECONOMIC STRATEGIES

To:
Councillor Roger Jones
councillor.jones@salford.gov.uk
From:  Cynthia Hampson, Events Co-ordinator

Date:
 21 December 2000

Subject:  Details of forthcoming event for information
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The New Regionalism Network

The Three Rs:  Regions, Regeneration, and Resources
Monday 29 January 2001 - GMB National College, Manchester

SPEAKERS

Peter Robinson, Senior Economist, IPPR 

Lord Peter Smith,  North West Regional Assembly 
Dave Watts MP, St Helens North, Merseyside

Professor Stephen Fothergill, Centre for Regional, Economic and Social Research, Sheffield Hallam University

Peter Hetherington, Regional Affairs Correspondent, Guardian 
Robert Heyes, Senior Economist, Business Strategies Ltd

Baron Isherwood, Director of Regeneration, North West Development Agency 

Richard Packham, Chief Executive, Great Yarmouth Borough Council

The North/South divide is back on the agenda.  Earlier this year new data was published forecasting that regional disparities in GDP are set to grow.  Predictions that Scotland and Wales will do better than the North prompted calls for regional assemblies in England.

Publication by the DETR of the new Index of Multiple Deprivation during the same week also heralded controversy.  The new index replaces the 1998 Index of Local Deprivation.

Use of more recent data and a wider range of indicators have contributed to some dramatic changes in the ‘deprivation rankings’ from 1998.  Ken Livingstone has claimed London Boroughs have fallen 689 places in total.  Overall there has been a shift from large metropolitan areas and cities to former coalfield, manufacturing, and rural areas.  This may have enormous significance for future distribution of regeneration funding by the government, national lottery commission and others.  

In its response to the index, the government continued to take the view that there is as much division within regions as between them, highlighting evidence from the index of affluence and extreme poverty side by side.  The government is committed to addressing the gap between prosperous and depressed areas by targeting help and resources on the worst area.

This key conference will appeal to those from local authorities, universities, urban and economic development professionals, and regeneration partnerships. 

This CLES conference in the New Regionalism series will look at these issues and ask if a local focus is the right approach.  Areas for debate include:

· The scope for local and regional action - is regeneration funding too centralised and prescriptive?


· What are the implications of the index for different local authorities?

· The nature of regional problems – are these being acknowledged by government?

· Are the Regional Development Agencies equipped to tackle these, or does their funding through SRB limit their activities?

· Are regional assemblies a solution?

 DRAFT PROGRAMME

The Three Rs:  Regions, Regeneration, and Resources

Monday 29 January 2001 – GMB National College, Manchester

09.00  

Registration and refreshments
10.00  

Introduction and welcome  




Speakers:

Dave Watts MP, St Helens North, Merseyside




Peter Robinson, Senior Economist, IPPR

Questions 

11.00

Refreshments
11.15

Session 1:  Overview



Speakers:




Professor Stephen Fothergill, CRESR, Sheffield Hallam University 




The true scale of the regional problem

Robert  Heyes, Senior Economist, Business Strategies Ltd




The myths and realities of the north-south divide



Questions 

12.30

Lunch


13.30

Session 2



Speakers:

Baron Isherwood, Director of Regeneration, NWDA




The role of RDAs 

Lord Peter Smith, Chair, NWRA

The role of regional assemblies 

Richard Packham, Chief Executive, Great Yarmouth Borough Council

The local authority experience

Questions 

15.00

Refreshments

15.15

Session 3:  Future Directions




Speaker:




Peter Hetherington, Regional Affairs Correspondent, Guardian



Questions

15.45  

Closing remarks

16.00

End

This programme may be subject to change

BOOKING FORM

The Three Rs:  Regions, Regeneration, and Resources

Monday 29 January 2001 – GMB National College, Manchester

Photocopy for additional delegates

Title:


First name:



Surname:


 Job Title:


Organisation:


Address:


Post code:


Tel: 




Fax:


I have read and agree to the booking conditions below:

Signature:




Date: 


FEES (tick as appropriate)

□
CLES Subscriber Free Place

□
Neighbourhood Renewal Network Sponsor Free Place 

□
Subscriber/Sponsor reduced place- £120 plus VAT = £129.00

□
Non subscribers/non sponsors - £190 plus VAT = £223.25


□
Academic, Voluntary, Community & Charity Groups - £80.00 plus VAT = £94.00

□
Delegate pack and papers only - £25 plus post and package = £27.50


(Note: This will be sent out after the event)

PAYMENT (tick as appropriate) 

□
I enclose a cheque for £


made payable to CLES
□
Please invoice at the above address. Purchase Order Number:

Booking Conditions

1. Cancellations will not be accepted unless received in writing 10 days prior to the event. We regret that no refund will be made after this time.

2. Substitutes will be accepted. 

3. Fee includes all documentation, refreshments and lunch. 

4. All bookings will be acknowledged in writing. 

5. CLES cannot guarantee attendance of speakers.  However, every effort will be made to ensure their participation.

6. CLES reserves the right to cancel this event and will not be held responsible for any cost incurred by delegates.
Return to:
Cynthia Hampson, Events Co-ordinator, Events Unit, 

By post:
CLES, Barclay House, 35 Whitworth Street West, Manchester

M1 5NG  By fax: 0161 236 1891  Enquiries:
Tel: 0161 236 7036



Email: 

cynthiahampson@cles.org.uk
IMPORTANT: We can only accept bookings by fax or post at present as they must be signed.

Contact details: your contact details will be held by CLES and may be used for similar mailings in the future.

It is possible that you may receive more than one copy of this brochure for which we apologise. Please pass these on to your colleagues. If your personal or organisational details are incorrect, kindly amend and return the label. This will enable us to update our records accordingly. Thank you for your help.

Registered Charity no. 802 997
