Part 1 (Open to the public)
ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER HOUSING

To the: Cabinet

On:
Tuesday 2nd March, 2004

TITLE: Retirement Village in Salford

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That authority is given to the Head of Housing and Director of Community and Social Services to

· Engage the most appropriate care and support provider

· Proceed to establish a Partnership to develop detailed proposals for the introduction of the retirement village in Salford.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The purpose of this report is to introduce a supplementary report, which sets out an ‘Initial Assessment of Sites for a Retirement Village’ and to outline further developments since its production. 

A multi agency steering group has been meeting regularly to explore the retirement village option. The aim is to provide high quality, affordable housing, which integrates health and care services, whilst promoting independence and an active older age. The development is fundamental to increasing the range and quality of housing options available to older people as well as ensuring that physical regeneration of the City includes improved housing for vulnerable people and is seen as a key to decommissioning outdated sheltered stock and also an attractive alternative for many older owner-occupiers. 

Five sites were assessed against the criteria and included ward and area demographics, property prices and an analysis of the needs of older people.

The conclusion tipped the balance in favour of a Humphrey Booth site and was strongly supported by older people as members of the steering group. However it now appears that this site may not be available, as previously advised, although its potential remains of much interest to the City Council and its partners.

Discussions will be maintained with Humphrey Booth on the future of the site, and its continued consideration for this project.

Approval is sought for the earliest engagement of an experienced ‘care & support’ provider to assist the City Council in acquiring the appropriate housing and development partners.

The development requires the active involvement of a number of key players and the number of organisations with proven experience of developing new housing and care model for older people, is very limited and demand for their assistance is increasing

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
1. Developing an Elderly Village or Housing Model for Older People Which Supports Health and Well Being

2. Initial Assessment of Sites for a Retirement Village in Salford

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
High

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
To be determined by the project partnership

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
To be determined by the project partnership

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Independent advice from 'Housing & Support Partnership'

CONTACT OFFICER:
Jean Rollinson

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Housing Strategy; 

DETAILS:

