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PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION

 

TO THE CABINET MEETING

ON 10th SEPTEMBER, 2003



TITLE:
Proposed New School to replace St Clement’s C.E.  and

Radclyffe Community Primary Schools



RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is recommended:

(i)
That members approve subject to statutory procedures, the amalgamation of St Clement’s C.E. and Radclyffe Community Primary Schools in a new building on the Tamworth Jennings site.

(ii)
That a public notice is published after consultation with the governing bodies and C.E. Diocesan Board with regard to: 


●
the closure of St Clement’s C.E. and Radclyffe Community Primary Schools.


●
the establishment of a new LEA maintained Primary School

(iii)
That Members approve the commencement of the consultation process involving the School Governing Bodies, the C.E. Diocesan Board, and the Ordsall Development Group.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:




This report informs Members of the outcome of discussions with the DfES and Corporate Services Directorate on how a replacement school for St Clement’s C.E. and Radclyffe Primary Schools could be funded.

  

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)




School Organisation Plan 2002 - 2007,  Strategic Review of Primary School Places Cabinet Report - 22nd January 2002,  Primary School Review Cabinet Report 10th September 2002,  Primary Review Informal Consultation Document September 2002,  Primary School Review Cabinet Report 19th February, 2003,  Primary School Review Cabinet Report 28th May, 2003.



ASSESSMENT OF RISK:




If this proposal does not go ahead the surplus places in this area of the City will not be reduced.

BVPI 34(a) takes account of the percentage of primary schools with 25% or more surplus places (and at least 30 unfilled places). For each school that falls into this category the Council’s score is affected under the Cost Effective Section of the Local Public Service Agreement.

Currently levels of surplus at the two schools are:

Radclyffe Community 21% and St Clement’s C E 28% 



SOURCE OF FUNDING:




Supplementary Credit Approvals (SCAs), and capital receipts generated from the disposal of school sites.



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:




School Organisation Committee processes and the Head of Law and Administration.



FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:




Director of Corporate Services.



CONTACT OFFICER:




Kathryn Mildenstein, Asset Planning Manager   -   Tel:  0161 778 0420



WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):   (ALL)






KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 




Pledges 1 and 6,  Education Development Plan,  School Organisation Plan, 

Asset Management Plan



DETAILS:



1.
Background


1.1
As part of the City Council’s strategy to remove surplus places in the primary sector, an options appraisal was undertaken to look at proposals in relation to Radclyffe Community and St Clement’s C.E. Primary Schools. From this appraisal it emerged that the best solution would be to amalgamate the two schools in a new building on an alternative site.


1.2
The LEA therefore sought funds to build this new school as part of the DfES Targeted Capital bidding round in December 2002. Unfortunately this bid was unsuccessful so officers of the Education and Leisure Directorate have been working closely with Corporate Services colleagues to develop an alternative funding solution. 

2.
Current Situation


2.1
Due to the success of the PFI proposal to replace three mainstream high schools, the LEA is in the unique situation of having a Targeted Capital allocation of £10 million which, as advised by the Director of Corporate Services, is available for educational purposes.


2.2
It should therefore be possible to utilise £4 million of the £10 million Targeted Capital Grant to fund the new primary school.


2.3
The remaining balance of the Targeted Capital Grant has been earmarked for funding interim works and fees for the high schools’ PFI and any potential top-up funding required to bridge a possible affordability gap, given that PFI credits are cash-limited at current prices. Included within this funding package will be the potential to include future capital receipts generated from the disposal of school sites as they become available.

3.
Consultation Process


3.1
As members are aware, informal consultations have already taken place. These are detailed in the Primary Schools Review Cabinet Report dated 28th May, 2003. The next stage will be to consult further with the governing bodies of the two schools and the C.E. Diocesan Board to determine the status of the new school before publication of the statutory notice.


3.2
Radclyffe is currently a Community Primary School and St Clement’s C.E. is currently a Voluntary Controlled Primary School. Therefore consultation will need to take place with the governing bodies and the C.E. Diocesan Board to determine whether the new school will be a community or voluntary school. 

4.
Timescales and Processes


4.1
The following are indicative timescales and may be subject to amendment.



School Organisation Committee (SOC) Process


4.2
The School Organisation Committee is the determining body regarding major school changes such as closures, new schools, significant enlargements and relocations. The proposal arsing from the recommendations in this report to amalgamate Radclyffe and St Clement’s C.E. will need to go before the SOC. Proposals cannot be put before the SOC unless funding is secure. As indicated in Section 2 of this report, funding for this proposal has now been secured.



SOC Timescale



●
Approved by Cabinet 10th September, 2003



●
Decision Notice published, which is subject to 5 working days call in period



●
Notices prepared for publication - January 2004



●
6 weeks objection / comment period - February 2004



●
Objections and comments to SOC - March 2004



●
SOC meets to consider proposals - May 2004



This timescale could be subject to change after consultation with the school governing bodies and C.E. Diocesan Board.

5.
Conclusion


5.1
Officers of Education and Leisure and Corporate Services have identified a way of funding a replacement primary school for St Clement’s C.E. and Radclyffe Community Primary Schools. Approval is therefore sought for the amalgamation of St Clement’s C.E. and Radclyffe Community Primary Schools in a new building on the Tamworth Jennings site subject to the statutory processes outlined above.
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