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_____________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ARTS, LEISURE & 

COMMUNITY LEARNING

_____________________________________________________________

TO THE CABINET ON 11TH SEPTEMBER 2001

_____________________________________________________________

TITLE: 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES UPDATE
___________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the report be noted and agreed plus

Cabinet need to confirm membership of the Commonwealth Games (CWG) working group

___________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The report outlines CWG-related activities to date around 

the city’s relationship with South Africa and the appointment of a CWG Coordinator and 

puts forward a number of ideas and issues for members to consider.

___________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: (available for public inspection)



· Report submitted to Cabinet about the Commonwealth Games on 5th June
___________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER: Tracey Stephenson
TEL NO: Ext. 8315 (736 9448)
___________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) All wards

___________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES  Community Strategy; Communications Strategy

___________________________________________________________

1.0
Background

1.1
A report outlining how Salford could benefit from the Commonwealth Games (CWG) was submitted to Cabinet in May. A second report, incorporating the first paper, was submitted by the Director of Corporate Services on 5th June. The aim of this third report is to update members on progress made over the last three months and to put forward some new ideas for members’ consideration. 

2.0 Appointment of the Commonwealth Games Team
2.1
Masha Vitali, the new Commonwealth Games Coordinator, starts work on 10th September. Masha will be joined by Tom Calver, the Commonwealth Games Assistant, on 24th September. Both officers will be based within the Marketing & Communications team in Education & Leisure at Vulcan House and can be reached on 736 9448 (ext. 8315)

2.2 One of the CWG Coordinator’s first tasks will be to produce a plan that identifies all the activities to be undertaken before, during and after the Games. This will be produced in consultation with members and officers through an inter-directorate working group. Members and directors are asked to consider who they would like to sit on that group.

3.0
Salford and South Africa

3.1
Salford has formally adopted South Africa (SA) under the CWG’s country adoption scheme for the duration of the Games. In July, senior council members and officers met with representatives of the South African Sports Commission to discuss:

3.2
Options for the country’s hospitality area Ekhaya (the African word for home) during the Commonwealth Games from 25 July – 4 August

3.3
How Salford could support SA in the run-up to the Games

3.4
Longer-term linkages between Salford and SA

4.0
Ekhaya
Our SA guests were shown both The Lowry and the Lowry Hotel as potential venues. Last week they agreed to host Ekhaya in The Lowry from 24 July. Ekhaya will move to the nearby Watersports Centre for Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th August as the Triathlon takes place on the 4th and The Lowry is already booked up for media and VIPs’ usage.

4.1
Consideration needs to be given to when and where we hold a civic reception for Team South Africa during the Games. One suggestion is Saturday 3rd August, when Ekhaya is at the Watersports Centre and therefore won’t be able to host any state receptions. We also need to think about what packages and tours we can offer to athletes and their guests eg guided tours of Worsley, golf tournaments at The Marriott. We are optimistic that Team South Africa’s guests will stay in the city, largely on The Quays, but options from Salford University to the five star Lowry Hotel are also being considered.

4.2 We are now waiting for the SA Sports Commission’s agreement to launch a media campaign to announce Ekhaya in Salford, as part of a wider Salford ( South Africa programme. 

5.0
Salford ( South Africa


A number of ideas are already being considered on how we can show our support for SA in the run up to the Games. Some events/themes for members to consider and prioritise include:

5.1
Designating South Africa Day in schools this Autumn to raise funds for sport in SA township schools via the Salford/SA Football Exchange. The day would include SA food at lunchtime plus SA-themed lessons

5.2
SA themed exhibitions and performances at both The Lowry, Salford Museum and Art Gallery (SMAG) and other arts spaces across the city

5.3
Encouraging every school pupil to have a SA pen pal 

5.4
Changing the city council’s franking machines to read Salford ( South Africa 

5.5
Website link-ups between the city and SA

5.6
SA item in every edition of Salford People

5.7
South African flag on flag poles across the city both before and during the Games

5.8
Planting the flowerbed outside SMAG as the South African flag from the start of the Spirit of Friendship to the end of the Games

5.9 Developing SA themed gardens in our parks

5.10 Putting up large banners designed by SA artists across the city to promote the Games (potential funding from NWAB)

5.11 Promotion of tourism both to/from SA/Salford eg trade fairs, house swaps

5.12 Provision of an office within the city council for the permanent SA CWG representative

5.13 Linking into existing SA networks across the city via the University, NHS and businesses

5.14 Giving a special mayoral citizen’s award to a SA national in 2002

5.15 Developing links with existing SA cultural projects and exchanges across Greater Manchester

6.0
Longer term links with SA

The city hopes to gain a number of longer-term benefits from the Games including: 

6.1 Town twinning opportunities

6.2 Increased trade between Salford businesses and SA

6.3 More cultural exchanges through schools and artists

7.0
Other Commonwealth Games Initiatives

7.1 The Quays Triathlon, Salford – a CWG test event – took place on 12th August. The event was deemed a great success by the race managers, professional bodies, athletes and Manchester 2002 Ltd. All hotel beds in the Quays and beyond were filled and the event generated a great deal of positive broadcast and print media coverage for the city. As a result, the city council is considering bidding for the 2005 Triathlon World Championships – a lasting legacy for the city from the Games.

7.2 One of the CWG’s Coordinator’s targets will be to encourage at least five Salford businesses to erect large banners promoting the CWG and Salford’s support for them on buildings across the city. Discussions are already underway with the Designer Outlet @ The Lowry over a banner covering the side of the multi-storey car park overlooking Dock 9.

7.3 The city council is working with tourism colleagues across Greater Manchester on a campaign to attract visiting family and friends to our city in both the build-up to and during the Games.

7.4 We are talking to the Games Xchange – Manchester 2002’s legacy arm – about them supporting the establishment of a children and young people’s triathlon club in Salford.  

7.5 Councillors Sheehy and Witowski will shortly be registering for the CWG Volunteer Programme. A press launch is planned to show our two councillors handing in their forms to the Leader of Manchester City Council. 

7.6 Staff from the Tourist Information Centre will be touring city council buildings to sell CWG badges to staff to show Salford’s support for the Games.

7.7 A raft of smaller projects are now under consideration – from a 10 question ‘know your Salford’ test and competition for cabbies to a press pack for visiting media about 10 things you didn’t know about Salford.

7.5
Other projects that the CWG Coordinator will be working on were outlined in the May report put forward by Committee. Since then, Development Services and Environmental Services have put forward their plans to enhance the city’s landscape in time for the Games. Other than the staffing budget, a core-CWG budget has still to be agreed by the city council. Proposals totaling £277k in 2001/02 and £161k in 2002/03 are given in the attached Cabinet report submitted on 5th June.

8.0
Manchester 2002 Developments
8.1
Manchester 2002 Ltd is launching a curriculum resource pack for schools in September, which we will be promoting to Salford establishments. An educational website is also being launched by Manchester 2002 Ltd this autumn.

8.2
Tickets will go on sale from October and a raft of CWG merchandise – some of which will be available via our TIC - is to be launched this month.

9.0
Conclusion
A number of ideas for members to consider have been outlined above. Many of these proposals depend on the provision of additional budgets (as outlined in 7.5). Items that require members’ immediate consideration are: 2.2, 4.1, 5.0 and 7.5.

We propose that the CWG Coordinator reports bi-monthly to Cabinet on CWG progress.
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