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CITY OF SALFORD
To:
The Governing Bodies of All Community & Voluntary Controlled Primary, Infant and Junior Schools


Autumn Term 2001

SUBJECT:
Amendment to the School Admission Arrangements 2003/2004


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND LEISURE


1. Purpose of the Report
1.1 To consult the Governing Body on two options for an amendment to the admission arrangements for the 2003/2004 school year.

2. Recommendation
2.1 The Governing Body is recommended to consider the two options for an amendment to the report on admission arrangements and furnish the LEA with their views and comments.

3. Background 

3.1 Parents have the right to express a preference as to the school at which they wish to have their child educated.  Local Education Authorities must try to meet that wish.  Parents who are refused a place have the right to appeal

3.2 Although the Local Education Authority is responsible for deciding admission arrangements in Community and Voluntary Controlled primary schools, governing bodies are consulted annually as to whether they consider the arrangements to be satisfactory.

3.3 TRANSFER TO HIGH SCHOOL
Traditionally each high school has a group of associated primary schools and the pattern has been established that children normally transfer to a high school from its associated primary school and have in fact been guaranteed a place at that school. Because of the increasing numbers within the associated primary schools and the decrease in secondary school places some high schools can no longer accommodate all the feeder pupils.

3.4 In order to comply with full parental preference and to ensure that high schools do not admit over their standard number except by successful appeals the LEA intend to delete from the admission criteria for secondary schools ‘Attendance at an associated primary school’ and amend the ‘Distance’ criterion to one of ‘Proximity’.  The introduction of the proximity criterion will ensure equality of opportunity for pupils in certain geographical areas of the city.

If you have any queries please contact:
Lynn Robertson
(0161 837 1739) or







Lesley Taylor

(0161 837 1746)

                                                   

Education & Leisure Directorate, Education Office, Chapel Street, Salford, M3 5LT

3.5
The LEA has put forward two options in relation to the associated primary school system.


Option 1
Discontinue the associated primary school links. 


Option 2
Continue with the associated primary school links but remove any guarantee of a place at the associated high school. 

3.5 It is recognised that there may be circumstances when a high school is over subscribed.  In that situation, places in secondary schools will be offered in accordance with the following criteria listed in priority order:-

3.5.1 Medical reasons (as determined by the Authority and the Headteacher taking into account the advice of the child’s G.P. and the school’s ability to accommodate all children’s needs) and children whose statement of special educational needs stipulates that specific school.

If claiming medical reasons, parents/carers must provide evidence from their doctor that the child has a medical condition which means that admission to a particular school is essential.

3.5.2 Children in Need as defined by the Children Act (1989), i.e. those who are unlikely to achieve or maintain or to have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining a reasonable standard of health or development or a child/children whose health or development would be further impaired without the provision of services by the Local Authority.

3.5.3 Denominational reasons (Canon Williamson C of E High School only).

3.5.4 Older brother or sister in attendance at the school at the date when the pupil is to be admitted.

3.5.5 Proximity – measured on a straight line basis. In determining proximity it is not the shortness of the journey to the preferred school but the length of the journey to the nearest alternative school determined by moving outwards from the preferred school in all directions as in a ripple effect.  It is important to stress that the distance will be measured to the nearest available school in Salford whether or not a preference has been expressed for that school.   The nearest available school will be the Community or Voluntary Controlled Secondary School in Salford which is closest to the child’s home and is able to offer an efficient full-time education suitable to your child’s ability, aptitude and any special educational need at the time of expressing a preference. Those pupils with the shorter journey to an alternative school have a lower priority for the preferred school than those who have a longer journey to an alternative school.   For those residents outside the Salford Authority the distance will be measured to the nearest available Local Education Authority maintained secondary school for that area.(see example)


If there are four pupils, 1,2,3 & 4 and two schools A and B:

4
3
2
School A
1
School B

The 4 pupils are positioned here to show their relative distances from schools A and B.   All 4 apply for school A, but it has only 3 places.   It is pupils 2, 3 and 4 who get into school A, as pupil 1 could most reasonable travel to school B.   This is despite the fact that pupil 1 is nearer to school A than pupil 4.   Thus the allocation is intended to minimise overall travelling distances when all pupils are considered.

3.6 In the course of allocating places for children within the criteria 3.6.3 to 3.6.5 it is possible that the school’s Standard Number will be reached before all of the children within that criterion have been allocated places.  If that happens, all of the children within that criterion (but not children in higher criteria whose places will be assured) will be ranked according to proximity as in 3.6.5 above until the Standard Number has been reached, and thereafter no further places at the school shall be allocated.

3.8
If the Governing Body wishes to comment on the options in paragraph 3.5 and/or suggest changes to arrangements in paragraphs, 3.6 they will be considered by the Admissions Forum.
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