

Appendix 4


Meeting at Buile Hill





12 December 2001

· Concern regarding losing friends from primary school

· Want to delay the change so that it can feed through from those going into Reception class in September 2003

· What will the LEA do if most governing bodies reject both of the options suggested?

· This is a foregone conclusion

· Are there other options and if so what are they?

· Issue regarding the wording of the letter sent to parents it was suggested that this was misleading

· Is it a viable option keeping feeders in place?

· Why hasn’t the LEA done anything about this before when the figures have predicted that his would be an issue?

· Why can’t the LEA expand popular schools?

· Don’t like very large schools concern that there will be large numbers of pupils who do not start at secondary school because their parents are unhappy with the allocation of a school

· This proposal seems like a fairer system to give more parents the opportunity to get a place at a popular school if they aren’t in a feeder

· Proximity issues and “fairness” this could mean that if you live on the doorstep of a school you might not get a place

· Concerns regarding greater travelling distances for all pupils

· Concern regarding placing in jeopardy the work done by feeder primary schools with their high schools

· Could we apply the proximity criteria to those in “feeder primaries”?

· Remove sibling criteria

· I am a Wigan resident how would this be dealt with?

· The timescales for change are too short and are causing undue anxiety and concern

· Request to phase in the new arrangements either from Reception or from KS2

· It is a very big step for the pupils to go to high school this proposal will cause undue stress

· Safety in travelling is a significant issue and concern

· This is a situation which was predictable and should have been dealt with 5 years ago

· Further parental meeting further on in the process were requested

Meeting at Harrop Fold




13 December 2001

· Will there be an appeal process for refusals

· What are the timescales under the proposal for parents to find out if their child has a place

· Is it possible to survey parents early on in their child’s primary career to ascertain what their intentions will be regarding transfer to secondary school

· Technical question on the issue of equidistant under the proximity criteria

· The proximity criteria could mean that a difference of one metre could mean the difference between the child going to a successful school or a failing school

· There is a significant expectation of parents because they have put their child in a feeder school for a particular high school it is wrong that the LEA should now remove this

· Should keep feeder schools but remove the guarantee of a place at the high school. This should be reflected in the criteria with feeders being considered before siblings

· Proximity seems a completely false exercise because it is based on straight line distances

· Issue of Walkden High being a specialist language school and concerns regarding the liaison that could happen if the feeders were removed.

· Feel that this is a fait accompli also concerned about the language status

· Very concerned about the timescales for parents of Year 5 children

· Technical question about the priority given to SEN children

· Why hasn’t the LEA foreseen this if places are guaranteed at the point of admission?

· Timescales are too short, parents are prepared to move address to “ensure a good education” for their children

· Concern that the LEA are “moving the goalposts”

· Walkden High School should become an aided school and decide their own admissions

· Walkden High School is oversubscribed because more houses are being built

· Concern regarding the safety of children travelling distance on their own

· EiC based on partnership this is being destroyed by removing feeders

· Many schools in Salford are performing badly

· Concern that the LEA was making these proposals because a number of schools are performing badly

· Keep the current situation would welcome more information about the implications of doing nothing. More information needed about the population decline

· Could the LEA give any indication where pupils would be allocated places

· Concern that no other schools are as good as Walkden

· Is there no possibility that Walkden High could be extended

· The feeder system has worked well for the last 5 years why change it now

· Should maintain link to feeder schools

· The anger of parents is mainly because of the short timescales involved. Parents have gone to a lot of trouble and expense to get their children a good education. The timescales for change should be extended

· Possibility of phasing in the change to start with 2002 Reception children

· LEA is shifting pupils to under subscribed schools and it is the children who will be affected

· Safety concerns regarding transport and travelling distances

· Because of the issue of Walkden High being a language school there should be no change to the current arrangements

· Everybody is here because they care about their children

· What is the LEA doing about raising standards in all schools – is the LEA taking this seriously enough?

· Concern re splitting up from classmates based on arbitrary reasons such as distance

· Echo issues of keeping feeder

· Won’t know until February who is going where this isn’t fair on the children

· Land in Boothstown designated for educational use in the UDP why can’t another high school be built their as originally discussed

· Is the Local Authority planning to change the use of this land?

· Concern regarding the wider implications of the change which it was suggested was mainly because of the removal of surplus places

· Changes will affect more pupils than keeping the status quo. I am not prepared to let this happen

· There is lack of time for parents to act on this information the timescales need to be extended

· Are there any favoured options at present?

· How would the feeder system work without the guarantee of a place?

· My child hasn’t started school yet so the information needs to be passed through schools to include those on the waiting list for a place

