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1.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The current Wheelchair Service for the people of Salford is based at the Disablement Services Centre (DSC) at Withington Hospital, Manchester, with a basic service provided locally.    The DSC provides clinical assessments for the full range of specialist seating, the provision of all wheelchairs and specialist seating, control of the hardware budget and the purchase, repair and reconditioning of all wheelchairs and specialist seating.

The local service consists of a fortnightly clinic held at the Walkden Clinic, with input from local therapists, technical staff and the DSC, individual assessments for children, a temporary wheelchair service, and some initial screening for the provision of electrically powered wheelchairs.   The service contract is managed by Salford and Trafford Health Authority.

Discussions have been going on for some time regarding the development of a full local wheelchair service for Salford.

A short presentation today will focus on the results of a report commissioned by Salford Community Health Care NHS Trust into how a service could be delivered locally in Salford and a proposal that it should be a partnership service with the local authority, building on the already joint occupational and loan equipment service.

The presentation will be made by Jacqueline Melia, Senior Lecturer, School of Health Professions, University of Salford who compiled the report,  Lynne Dixon, Principal Manager, Occupational Therapy and Loan Equipment Service, City of Salford Community & Social Services Directorate, and Josie Brown, a wheelchair user from Salford.

A copy of the full report will be available in the Members' Room.
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