REPORT ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR WITH ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE

1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1
At the Cabinet Briefing on the 13th September, a presentation was given by Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive of the Salford CVS on future developments of the CVS.  This was in relation to the development of a new Compact between the City Council and the Salford CVS.  Directors were asked to identify areas of service provision, which could be developed, between the Council and the CVS.  This report covers current involvement with the Voluntary Sector and the Directorate and looks at future developments for further partnership opportunities.  It is long recognised that the Voluntary Sector are a largely untapped resource and could bring mutual benefits to the City Council and the voluntary sector. 

2.0
CURRENT INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITES
2.1
Recently the Strategic Director has accepted an invitation from the Chief Officer of the Salford CVS, to be a member of the Salford Compact Steering Group.  

2.2
Liveability Division (Environmental Strategy and Operations)

Our Liveability Division has had a number of contacts and working relationships with  voluntary groups:-

· YMCA

· Probation Service

· Action 4 Employment

These organisations are involved in giving work experience, in Parks and Green Spaces of the City, to young people, and offenders.  This is linked to the NVQ structured learning package.  The Directorate provides placements for trainees and other people as requested

· Friends of the Earth - there are currently seven Friends Groups (Princes Park, Buile Hill Park, Langworthy Park, Lightoaks/Oakwood Park, Blackleach Country Park, Eccles Rec, and Moorside Park/Beech Farm), and three more are planned (Victoria Park,  Albert Park and Parrfold Park).  These groups are bringing activity and life back into the parks, as well as securing community volunteers to promote events in parks, such as fun days, car boot sales, and children’s activities.

· BCTV - this group is involved with the Directorate in green spaces development throughout the City.  

· Groundwork - Groundwork work with local communities and the Directorate on developing new landscapes and play area schemes within the City.

· Community Clean Ups -we have been involved with a number of charitable organisations  such as The Big Message and Make a Difference.  We are also involved with local community groups in clean ups.

· Recycling - the Directorate has recently commissioned the Seedley and Langworthy Trust to carry out a recycling participation study in the Central Salford area of the City.  We also work with another charitable organisation called WRAP, which is a national recycling organisation, as well as another national organisation called ASPIRE.  The Directorate has also supported Salford Community Transport in trying to establish, and fund, a furniture re-use scheme.
2.3
Customer and Regulatory Services Division

2.3.1
Bereavement Services - the Directorate is working with the Friends of Cemeteries to promote improvements in our cemeteries.  We are also active with a number of religious and charitable groups e.g. Muslim, Liberal Jewish Groups, and SANDS Group.  

2.3.2
Citywide Services - Citywide works with the WRVS, and numerous Parent Committees, and School Governing bodies, on issues like school meals, meals on wheels, and cleaning. 


2.3.4
Environmental Health and Trading Standards - these services work with groups such as WRVS, British Red Cross, and the Salford Forum for Older People.  Examples of the activities include, Emergency Planning with the WRVS and the British Red Cross.  Another example is working with Age Concern and the Citizens Advice  Bureau over service charges, consumer advice, and environmental protection issues.

3.0
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS


As mentioned earlier on in the report the Strategic Director is now a member of  the Salford Compact Steering Group and that will provide further opportunities for the Directorate to engage, with the voluntary sector, for future service delivery and partnership issues.  

In addition to that a meeting is being organised to meet with the Chief Officer of the Salford CVS and colleagues, to discuss current service provision, future developments in services, and the role of the voluntary sector in future partnership opportunities.
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