
ITEM NO. A1

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY LEADER

To the: Cabinet

On: 16th April, 2003

TITLE:  PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW

RECOMMENDATIONS: That the attached paper headed “Future Electoral Arrangements for Salford - Response of the City Council” be agreed for use in responding to the draft recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England in connection with Ward Boundary change proposals.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  The Boundary Committee for England (BCE) had been reviewing the City Council’s Ward Boundaries as part of their programme of Periodic Electoral Reviews.

The Authority had submitted to the BCE draft proposals for changes to ward boundaries.  The draft recommendations published recently by the BCE reflect credit on the submission made by the City Council: their recommendations are based primarily on the submission made by the City Council.  The draft recommendations have been out for consultation and any comments, including the City Council’s, have to be forwarded to the BCE by no later than 22nd April, 2003.

The attached paper is recommended as the basis of the response from the City Council.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Submission to the BCE under cover of a letter dated 23rd August, 2002.   Guidance and procedural advice on the conduct of periodic electoral reviews.  Draft recommendations of the BCE – February, 2003.

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: The statutory criteria was complied with by the City Council when making its submission and will guide the formulation of comments to be submitted prior to the above deadline of 22nd April, 2003.

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: n/a


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  As stated above care has been taken to ensure compliance with statutory criteria: Corporate Service Directorate heavily involved in this work

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  n/a


CONTACT OFFICER: Owen Topping, Executive Services Unit, Chief Executive Directorate Tel. No. 793 3404

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: All wards of the City affected.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: This has the potential to impact on a wide range of Council policies and future work will be informed by changes to ward boundaries.  Of particular relevance is the Community Strategy.

DETAILS: 

The Boundary Committee for England undertakes period electoral reviews with the aim of achieve electoral equality in wards across each local authority area.  Legislation requires that this be undertaken every 10-15 years.  The Committee can make recommendations for changes to the number of Councillors elected, the number and boundaries of wards and the names of wards.

The purpose of the review was to recognise that over time new building developments and population changes mean that the number of electors in individual wards will increase or decline resulting in inequality in the number of electors.  The primary purpose of the review is to address the inequalities with the aim of securing effective and convenient Local Government.

Stages 1 and 2 of the review have now been completed.  We recently moved into stage 3 with the publication of the recommendations.  Comments on the draft recommendations have been invited and this stage extends to 22nd April, 2003. 

During stage 4 from 22nd April to the end of July 2003, the Boundary Committee will consider any comments made and decide whether to change any of its draft recommendations.  The BCE’s final recommendations will then be submitted to the Electoral Commission, which cannot make the Order giving effect to this recommendation, until six weeks after it receives them.

The first elections to be affected will, therefore, most likely be in 2004: an “all out election” is anticipated: this will be confirmed in the Order. 

Whilst the Boundary Committee have based their draft recommendations on the City Council’s proposals they propose to depart from them in the following areas:

· an amendment between the proposed Cadishead and Irlam wards in order to provide for an improved level of electoral equality

· an amendment to the boundary between the proposed Irlam and Barton wards in order to provide for a better reflection of community identity

· amending the boundary between the proposed Langworthy and Ordsall wards in order to utilise Albion Way as a boundary

· amending the boundary between the proposed Swinton South and Worsley wards in order to utilise the whole of Folly Brook as a boundary

· amending the boundary between the proposed Trinity and Crescent  and Broughton wards in order to utilise the River Irwell as a boundary

· proposing to adopt the proposed ward name of Boothstown and Ellenbrook

Based on the draft recommendations and on the projected electorate by the year 2006, by that year only 1 ward, Cadishead, is forecast to have an electoral variant of more than 10% compared to the norm.

The attached draft response of the City Council is a detailed review of the draft recommendations and is submitted for approval for submission to the Boundary Committee for England.  The issue of electoral forecasts is addressed: in addition officers are continuing work to review the detailed figures used in the Boundary Committee’s report.  In the event that there are any issues considered necessary to draw to the attention of the BCE these will be agreed with the Deputy Leader before the submission is made.

