REPORT OF THE DEPUTY LEADER OF THE CITY COUNCIL


TO THE CABINET

ON 16th JULY, 2002


Subject:  
WARD BOUNDARY REVIEW 2002

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Members are requested to endorse the work undertaken to date by the Ward Boundary Review Group and to authorise the Leader and Deputy Leader, in consultation with the Chief Executive, to submit proposals to the Boundary Committee before their deadline of 28th August, 2002.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The report outlines the work undertaken by the Ward Boundary Review Working Group and makes recommendations for future action


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  Letter dated 26th November, 2001 from the Local 
Government Commission for England.


Guidance and Procedural Advice for Local 
Authorities and Other interested Parties dated 

October, 2001 from the Local Government 
Commission for England.


CONTACT OFFICERS:     Peter Daniels      TEL. NO: 
793 3076







E-MAIL: peter.daniels@salford.gov.uk
                                            Owen Topping    TEL NO:  793 3404

                                                                        E-MAIL: owen.topping@salford.gov.uk


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:  All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  The Council's Corporate Plan and Community Plan


DETAILS:  Continued overleaf


REPORT DETAILS

BACKGROUND AND TIMESCALES

The Local Government Commission is currently responsible for periodically undertaking reviews of ward boundaries with the purpose of equalising electorates.  From 1st April, 2002 those responsibilities will be transferred to the Electoral Commission and a review by them will take place in Salford in accordance with timescales set out below.

Preliminary Period Starts




12th February, 2002

(e.g. Commencement of review.  The Commission will        onwards

visit Salford and meet with Councillors and Directors

and discuss the format etc for the review.  Contact has

yet to be made.  Details of the visit will be confirmed

as soon as possible).

Official Start






8th May to 

(e.g. the Commission will invite Authorities to 

28th August, 2002
prepare a proposed scheme for submission to them prior 

to their deadline of 28th August, 2002.  Consultation with

stakeholders will take place during this period and the

results of such consultation will be sent to the Commission).

Publication of Preliminary  Recommendations

11th February, 2003

(e.g. publication of preliminary recommendations  

returned to City Council by Commission for further

comment and consultation).

Response to Preliminary Recommendations

18th April, 2003

(Results of consultation and comments returned to 

the Commission).

Publication of Final Proposals



22nd July, 2003

( Commission considers results of consultation and

comments, publishes suggested final proposals and

invites further comments).

Publication of Final Recommendations


2nd September, 2003

(Further comments considered.  Final recommendations

made).  

An order to implement the recommendations will not be made before the end of 2003, therefore "an all out election" with new ward boundaries will be held, in all probability, at the 2004 District Council Elections.

The Commission have emphasised "the desirability of authorities engaging with the review process, and taking a proactive approach in developing proposals for any changes to electoral arrangements in consultation with local interests."

The following is an indication of action which has been taken to date and that proposed for the future.

Action Taken

· I have considered with my fellow Councillors the current situation in relation to Wards and Ward Electorates and have formed a preliminary view on how Ward Electorates could be equalised whilst avoiding a reduction in the total number of Wards.

· The Leaders of the three political parties have made representations to the Boundary Committee informing them of the decision to retain the twenty wards currently in operation.
The Development Services Directorate has undertaken, with guidance from the Elections Office, an assessment of the current position and has produced a package of information which has been placed on public deposit throughout the main public buildings with a request for views to be sent to both the Boundary Committee and the Elections Office.

· revised total electorates by ward for December, 2001 and projected to 2006, taking regard to demolitions, planning approvals etc.

· polling district electorates for December, 2001 and projected to 2006.

· a map of the City showing polling districts and ward boundaries

· a schedule of existing electoral arrangements and 5 year forecast by polling district together with a note explaining the basis of the City Council's electoral forecast.

Future Action
· The Ward Boundary Review Group has yet to finalise the City Council's proposals for ward boundary changes.

· Preparation of the Councils proposals for boundary changes will include (a) putting together a case for retaining 20 wards on the basis that boundaries will need to change (to “equalise” ward electorates) and (b) constructing a strong case for retaining Wards bigger or smaller than the “norm” of  8,000 (e.g. retaining a sense of community, etc.)

· The deadline of 28th August, 2002 for submitting proposals to the Boundary Committee does not allow for consultation throughout individual Community Committees.  It is therefore proposed to hold a seminar week commencing 5th August, 2002 which will allow Members and representatives from Community Committees to consider the proposals.

· The proposals cannot be submitted to Cabinet for approval given that the City Council will be in recess.   Members are requested to authorise the Leader and Deputy Leader, in consultation with the Chief Executive, to submit the proposals following consultation as outlined above.

COUNCILLOR J. D. MERRY

DEPUTY LEADER OF THE CITY COUNCIL
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