PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION



TO THE CABINET


ON WEDNESDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2002


TITLE :
SEN INCLUSION POLICY, STRATEGY AND ACTION PLANS


RECOMMENDATIONS :


It is recommended that Members approve the attached SEN Inclusion Policy and SEN Inclusion Strategy together with the Action Plans.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

1.
Members agreed consultation documents on a SEN Policy and Strategy in January 2002, following the work of the SEN Commission.  The documents now presented reflect feedback from that consultation process and a further consultation process in September. This was necessary because of a rethink on the Authority’s part about the presentation of the respective documents and legislative requirements which had not been incorporated into the Policy.

2.
The attached Action Plans are for internal use and have not been widely circulated, but there is an open invitation to request copies.  

3.
A key aspect of the Strategy is concerned with funding and reducing the reliance on statements of SEN to access funds.  This involves (i) the review of the formula for allocation of resources already delegated to schools for special educational and additional needs and (ii) proposals for the delegation of resources currently held centrally for statements for children with relatively low needs.  Consultation on this will take place in November/December and the papers will come to Cabinet on 12 November.

4.
Progress on achieving the strategy will be reported in quarterly reports to the SEN Strategic Partnership Board and the Lead Member for Education.  An annual evaluation report will be produced for all stakeholders  in September 2003, 2004 and 2005.  These evaluations together with any change in national / local policy will inform the strategy from 2005.



BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

Report of the Lead Member for Education to the Cabinet: 08.01.02

Revised Code of Practice for Special Educational Needs:  copy in Members Room

Analysis of responses to original consultation: copy in Members Room

Analysis of responses to September consultation: copy in Members Room

DfES Guidance: Inclusive Schooling – Children with SEN (2001): copy in Members Room


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
The risk centres on the extent of adverse attitudes from schools / parents / other stakeholders towards developing inclusion and reducing the reliance on statements of SEN.  Winning the confidence of all stakeholders will be the key to negating the risk.



THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
Within Education and Leisure Directorate Budget



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:   Yes



FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Yes



CONTACT OFFICER :
Penny Robson, SEN Consultant





Tel: 0161 778 0131


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)
ALL


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES

Corporate Priorities; Community Plan themes; 

Education Development Plan; Behaviour Support Plan, Early Years Development and Childcare Plan; Children and Young People’s Strategy, Quality Protects MAP


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)
Policy, Strategy and Action Plans attached


