Part 1 (Open to the public)
ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

To the: Cabinet

On:
Tuesday, 8 October, 2002

TITLE: Firework and Bonfire Initiative

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That approval be given to apportion funding for the removal and disposal of dangerous bonfires to the Directorates owning the land.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Firework and Bonfire Group have developed a series of actions to reduce the level of nuisance and accidents around fireworks and bonfires within Salford.  Part of this initiative involves Environmental Services setting up a response team to remove dangerous bonfires and this report seeks to address identifying the necessary resources to carry out this activity. 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
None

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
low

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
Directorate's budgets, if agreed 

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
n/a

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
n/a

CONTACT OFFICER:
Val Armstrong, Principal Community Safety Officer

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Communications & Public Relations; Community Strategy; Crime & Disorder; Environmental Strategy; Health; Regeneration; 

DETAILS:
FIREWORK AND BONFIRE SAFETY STRATEGY

There have been two meetings of the Bonfire and Firework Safety Strategy Group, which currently involves SRBV and the New Deal areas, Greater Manchester Police, the Fire Service, Press Relations, City Council Events Team, a Neighbourhood Co-ordinator and Environmental Services. 

A Strategy has been developed to include:

1)
A Bonfire registration scheme, which will involve sending out safety advice to organisers of registered bonfires

2)
A 24 hour response team to remove dangerous bonfires promptly, with protocols developed for this between the fire service, police and environmental services 

3)
Media campaign to promote organised bonfires as a safe place to enjoy Bonfire Night and give information about firework and bonfire safety

4)
City Bonfire party on November 5th at Buile Hill 

5)
Support for an organised bonfire in each Community Committee area so that all residents will be in easy reach of a safe place to enjoy fireworks.

6)
Test purchasing of underage sales and inspection of storage of fireworks

Inspection of storage of fireworks is undertaken by the Fire Safety Section of Greater Manchester County Fire Service under 1875 Explosives Act.  All new applicants for licences to store fireworks and sell to the public, all cash and carry outlets and large store are inspected.  In addition to this, the Fire Service inspects a 25% random sample of all licence renewals, a 25% random sample of those premises where fireworks were stored last year, but no renewal has been sought.  In Salford, there are currently 267 Fireworks Licences with Greater Manchester County Fire Service.  Fire Service areas are not coterminous with wards  but the breakdown of this total number by Fire Service areas is Salford-59, Broughton-26, Agecroft-67, Eccles-99 and Irlam-22. 

Greater Manchester Police are also undertaking a media publicity campaign to increase the flow of intelligence. Registered firework retailers are encouraged to report fellow shopkeepers known to be breaching the legislation, under the ‘Shop a shop’ Salford Advertiser campaign.  GMP Officers will visit all retailers, giving advice and taking positive action if any breaches are discovered.  Intelligence on firework and bonfire offences has been used to inform current police activity.

The objectives for this strategy are to:


Cut the number of firework and bonfire related injuries

·
Reduce juvenile nuisance related to fireworks

·
Save time and resources for emergency personnel in the Fire, police and health services.

A meeting was held on 10.09.02 with Community Safety Lead Member, Director of Environmental Services and his staff.  The proposed models for the Registration Scheme and Response Team based on similar work in Bolton Metro were discussed.  It was agreed that Environmental Services could run both the Bonfire Registration Scheme and a 24 hour Response Service for approximately four weeks, subject to funding being identified. 

The funding required is:

Clerical and admin. support 



 £3,000

Standby by allowances for 24 hour response team
 £4,000

Estimated costs of removal and disposal of bonfires
 £8,000

Total costs (if demand is higher this could increase)
£15,000

Funding has been identified for the £7,000 required for clerical support and the standby team through NRF. 

There is now a need to identify funding for the costs of removal and disposal of dangerous bonfires. Estimated costs for this, based on last year’s figures are £8,000, but this will depend on demand for the service. 

 As an indication of possible costs, last year 45 bonfires were removed from City Council land over the four weeks around Bonfire Night at a total cost of £7,383.  Costs for Housing Services were £5250, Development Services £1804 and Arts and Leisure £328.

