JOINT REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ARTS & LEISURE AND THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES

To the CABINET on TUESDAY, 17th OCTOBER, 2000

THE TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHIVE FROM THE EDUCATION & LEISURE DIRECTORATE TO THE CORPORATE SERVICES DIRECTORATE

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.
The Report describes

1.1
The current position of the City’s Archives service and the requirement to 
keep all Archives under DCMS approved conditions of storage and access, 
and the requirement to keep the Public Records element of the Archive held 
on behalf of central government under conditions that meet British Standard 
5454:1989.

1.2
The investment required to bring conditions of storage and access to the 
approved level.

2.
The Report outlines a strategy which would

· transfer the different elements of the Archive to sites and to ownership which best reflect their access/use

· remove the need to invest in the refurbishment of existing Archive storage 

· enable the sale of the Archives Centre building in Irlam. 

 [This strategy was approved by the Lead and Deputy Members for Arts & Leisure on 27th June 2000.]

3.
The Report recommends the transfer of responsibility for the remaining 
archives [those generated by City of Salford Directorates] to the Corporate 
Services Directorate.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That Cabinet approves the transfer of responsibility for the Local Authority records from the Education & Leisure Directorate to the Corporate Services Directorate.



	FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM:

Alan Eastwood  -  793 3000; alan.eastwood@salford.gov.uk
Robin Culpin   - 736 9448; robin.culpin@salford.gov.uk



1.
Background

1.1
The City’s Archives are housed in the Archive Centre, Liverpool Road, Irlam and at Bexley Square, Salford. Neither building fulfils the requirements of British Standard BS5454:1989 or ‘Beyond the PRO – Public Records in Places of Deposit’ [PRO 1994] which relate to the storage of, and access to, Public Records held on behalf of central government.

1.2 An inspection in August 1999 by the Head of the Archives Inspection Department of the Public Records Office required the City to meet the approved standard by January 2001 or transfer the Public Records from Bexley Square to an approved Record Office.

1.3
Maintaining the Archives Service at approved levels of storage and access would involve a capital investment of around £100,000 in storage and building renovation, and the reinstatement of the Archives Service budget of £20,000, which was cut as part of the budget strategy for 1998/9.

2.
A Strategy for the Future

2.1 A specialist team led by the Heritage Development Officer carried out a detailed assessment of the Archives with the aim of developing a strategy which would,

i) fulfil the City’s responsibility towards its official Public Record holdings

ii) improve storage conditions of the remaining archives

iii) improve access to the remaining archives

iv) ensure that the archives are held in the most appropriate site   

v) ensure that the archives are managed by the most appropriate officers, and

vi)
minimise the need for significant capital investment and revenue expenditure.

2.2 Summary of Collection Assessment and Development Strategy

	
	COLLECTION
	SUMMARY
	RECOMMENDED ACTION

	A
	Public Records
	Quarter Sessions, Coroner etc.
	These are the official archives held on behalf of the PRO.  To fund approved conditions and approved access would cost upwards of £100,000. 

Greater Manchester County Record Office have agreed to take these records.



	B
	Bridgewater Estates and other local heritage records


	Maps, photos, prestige local records
	Need to be incorporated into LifeTimes to provide easy access.  Transfer to LifeTimes at Salford Museum and Art Gallery



	C
	Bridgewater Estates and other local heritage records


	Maps, photos, prestige local records
	LifeTimes relevant but could be held by GMCRO for less regular access.

Transfer to LifeTimes and to GMCRO when appropriate



	D
	Local Authority records
	Deposited by City of Salford Directorates 


	Require corporate management and corporate decisions on rationalisation. 

Transfer to Corporate Services


2.3 The one-off costs for specialist removal and new storage at Salford Museum & Art Gallery will be found from existing Education & Leisure Directorate budgets.

2.4
The Strategy will result in the emptying of the Archives Centre, Irlam by March 2001 

3. Conclusions

3.1 The Strategy in 2. [above] was approved by the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for Arts & Leisure on June 27th, 2000 as far as parts A, B & C of the collection are concerned [2.2 above]. (see Appendix - Record of Decision )

3.2 The Cabinet is now asked to approve the transfer of responsibility for those records generated by the City Council, from the Education & Leisure Directorate to the Corporate Services Directorate.

APPENDIX

SALFORD CITY COUNCIL

RECORD OF DECISION

I  
Mark Carriline, Director of Education and Leisure 

In exercise of the powers conferred on me by the Scheme of Delegation of the 

Council, and following consultation with Councillor Keith Mann and Councillor Mrs. Miller being the Lead and Deputy Lead Members respectively for the  

Arts and Leisure function do hereby agree to 

1. The transfer of the Public Record Collection to the Greater Manchester County Record Office

2. The transfer of all archives relevant to LifeTimes to appropriate storage within the Museums & Heritage Service

3. The preparation of a joint report to Cabinet effecting the transfer of responsibility for the remaining Local Authority records from the Education & Leisure Directorate to the Corporate Services Directorate. 

The reasons for the decision are 

a) The requirement to meet British Standard 5454:1989 for storage of archives held on behalf of the Public Record Office

b) The requirement to achieve appropriate access and storage conditions for all archive holdings

c) The requirement to achieve the elements of the budget strategy [1999/2000] related to the closure and disposal of the Archives Service and the Archive Centre. 

The following documents have been used to assist in the decision process:

· Reports to Lead Member

· Communications with the Public Record Office and the Head of the Archive Inspection Department

Signed …………………………………………..
Date   27th June 2000


Director

Signed …………………………………………..
Date
27th June 2000

Lead Member

Signed …………………………………………..
Date  27th June 2000

            Deputy Lead Member

http://comcapps01.salford.gov.uk/WebDB30/docs/FOLDER/SDM/CMS/CBTR/CBTR171000B.DOC

