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SUBJECT:  VARIOUS TRANSPORTATION MATTERS AFFECTING SALFORD

Executive Summary

This report contains details of various matters which will affect the local 
transportation network around Salford.  It contains details of a suggested 
response to the M62 route management strategy and also contains brief 

details of;

· The A580 Detrunking

· The M60 Corridor Study

· The GMPTE Fixed Track Strategy

· The Rail Refranchising Timetable

Recommendation

Members are invited to approve the suggested response to the M62 study and 

to note the content of the remainder of the report.

FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM

Steven Lee, Traffic and Transportation Manager, Development Services Directorate, Civic Centre.

0161 - 793 - 3800.

1.0. M62 Route Management Strategy
1.1. Members will be aware of the on-going consultation exercise that has been carried out on the M62.  The Highways Agency intend to use the results of this to inform their Route Management Strategy.  This is their Management Plan for the the M62 between Liverpool and Hull over the next ten years.  In essence the Strategy is a way of:

· considering the route as a whole.

· considering everyone’s views.

· deciding how to operate and plan for the future.

1.2. The aim of the Strategy is to:

· improve safety

· improve traffic flow

· encourage transport integration

· improve the environment and

· provide better travel information

1.3. A suggested response to the consultation, which will protect Salford’s interests, is as follows:

“Salford City Council recognise the strategic importance of the M62 regionally, nationally and internationally.  As part of the Manchester Outer Ring Road Salford believes that the road has been an essential element in the successful regeneration of both Salford and Manchester City Centre.  It’s importance to the airport, and the part that the airport plays in the regional economy is also recognised.  As a local authority the City is anxious that this regeneration should continue and therefore as a local highway authority it’s major concern is to protect the route at the regional level.

The City notes the methods that are already being used to improve flow and believes that the provision of queue detection facilities and safe crossing points should be expanded.  The City would also support the introduction of variable speed limits and is anxious to see improvements at motorway services both in terms of facilities offered and area coverage.  The Council believe that any scope to provide park and ride facilities at existing services should also be investigated.

The City would support the broad principle of HOV lanes as this would reduce commuter traffic overall.  However, it could not support the principle of either ramp metering or freight lanes as this would undoubtedly have a knock on effect on the local network.  In these instances the City would expect increased funding to be made available to the local highway authorities in order to deal with the problems that such route switching might bring.  Similarly, the City would not support the principle of junction closures and would expect to discuss individual schemes at the earliest opportunity so that the effects of such closures could be calculated.

The City is aware of the environmental impact of traffic and would welcome any proposals aimed at mitigating this.”

2.0. A580 Detrunking
2.1. The 1998 Government White Paper ‘A New Deal for Trunk Roads in England’ outlined proposals to divide the trunk road network into ‘core’ and ‘non-core’ routes.  Under these proposals the non-core routes will be transferred to Local Authority control and subsequently detrunked.  The only road affected in Salford is the A580 East Lancs Road.

2.2. In order for the process to be taken forward it will be necessary for the Highways Agency to promote a ‘Detrunking Order’.  Our most recent advice is that they intend to have the necessary Orders in place by April 2002, with the handover completed by June 2003.

2.3. Precise details of the timetable are currently unknown but the process could involve a public inquiry and take anything from 14 to 40 weeks.  It should be noted that this programme could clash with the Leigh - Salford - Manchester busway and any potential funding from the Highways Agency will need to be protected with a legal agreement.

2.4. Further advice has now been sought on:

· The process, i.e. objection period, when a public inquiry is needed etc..

· The timetable - best and worst scenarios.

· Proposed funding of the future maintenance regime.

Once this has been received a further report will be brought before Members.

3.0. M60 Corridor Study
3.1. There is intense development pressure on the M60 in the Barton Bridge area.  Sites currently under consideration include:

· Barton SES,

· Trafford Quays, and

· Carrington Railfreight.

3.2. In addition there are also proposals for a park and ride site at Chat Moss and further demand may accrue as a result of the Judicial Review into Giants Field and Barton Power Station.

3.3. In the light of this pressure, and in recognition of the problems being created by the Trafford Centre, the M60 is recognised as a possible constraint on future development.  In order to resist piecemeal development control and also to ensure a sustainable network, the Highways Agency have recently announced that they have commissioned a corridor study of the area.

3.4. It is their intention that the study will consider not only the cumulative impact of the development sites but also investigate the potential for mitigation measures through improvements to the existing highway network, public transport systems, other non-motorised modes and traffic management / toolkit measures.

3.5. This study is an important development for the Barton SES site which has currently stalled in part due to the need to produce an effective Traffic Impact Analysis which satisfies the Highways Agency.  However, in order to avoid the potential effects of a ‘beauty contest’ this work will continue in parallel to the corridor study.

4.0. GMPTE Fixed Track Strategy
4.1. GMPTE have recently undertaken consultation on the content of a consultants report into the rail network to which Salford formally responded.  As a result of this the Authority has now agreed the on-going development of a “Fixed Track Strategy” which will aim to improve the rail and LRT network across Greater Manchester.

4.2. The fixed track strategy will aim to strengthen the rail network (both light and heavy) around Greater Manchester.  Briefly the strategy is divided into various themes which are as follows:

4.3. Network – The aim will be to develop an easily understood network in order to develop user confidence.  This will guarantee a standard minimum journey expectation and make journeys easier by removing doubt.  Proposals include:

· Clockface departures

· Minimum frequencies (15 min working day, 30 min at other times)

· Better service availability (Minimum 0530 – 2330).

4.4. Stations – The PTE propose minimum levels of safety and comfort determined by actual usage.  Suggested improvements include:

· Better information on all modes of public transport

· Greater security

· Better access

· All platforms to have a telephone.

4.5. Fares – Improved value for money including:

· Good value for money in peak and off peak travel

· Inter modal ticketing

· Easy to understand ticketing systems.

4.6. Integration – The PTE will aim to improve integrated transport by:

· Having high quality facilities at interchanges

· Maximum waiting times

· Good connections with other modes.

4.7. Within the aims of the strategy, the PTE will seek to improve current levels of punctuality and journey quality and also seek to reduce cancellations.  They also intend to investigate park and ride facilities and to address freight issues.

4.8. Finally, the PTE intend to address the issue of new stations with work divided into priority and secondary new builds.  The priority list includes 10 stations, none of which are in Salford.  The secondary list also includes 10 stations, one of which is Little Hulton.

5.0. Rail Refranchising
5.1. The Shadow Strategic Rail Authority is continuing with the process of replacing franchises which expire by 2004.  New bids were invited in March 2000 and final proposals have been requested from the eight remaining bidders by 7th August.  Once these are received the SSRA will draw up a shortlist and carry out consultation with interested parties.  It is anticipated that the new franchises will be introduced in the first half of 2001.

Councillor Ben Wallsworth

Lead Member Planning and Development
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